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Fortune, made up of toys and impudence, 
Thou common jade, that haſt not common ſenſe ! 
But, fond of bus meſs, inſolently dares, 
Pretend to rule, and ſpoil the world's affairs. 


—— — —— 


| LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 


-_- 


AT THE 


Minerva Preſs, 
LEADENHALL-STREET. 


M. DCC. xC VII. 


— 


© — — — p——__ — * 3 2 


e 


— 
8 


Tenn 


— one r 1 


2 * 
mas Hg 


Harvard College Library 
Mar. 15, 10 | 
& F Parkman fund 
( 2a) 


Y - 


* 
- 
- 


lf 


THE 


HOUSE OF MARLEY. 
— 002. 


II. 


3 —̃ͤ—— q—ẽ— 


oh "PRE paths of glory are open to the 

brave, I will explore them, and reſtore 
the name of Marley to the world with aug- 
mented honors, or periſh with it for ever. 


Thus ſpoke the young Auguſtus, while he 
preſſed his orphan ſiſters to his breaſt, and 
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bade them adieu, 1 in order to join the army 
under the Duke of Cumberland, then in 
Flanders. 


The ſcene was too painful to be prolonged, 
he bleſſed them, tore himſelf from their arms, 
and departed; while the afflicted ſiſters now 
ſeparated from their beloved and only pro- 
tector, and their fearful hearts preſaging that 
they would never more behold him, ſunk upon 
each other's boſom, and gave way to a burſt 
of grief, which met with no interruption, till 
exhauſted nature yielded to fatigue, and the 
current of their tears dried up. 


Henry Marley, the father of theſe afflicted 
orphans, was the only ſon of Sir Auguſtus 
Marley, a gentleman of great reſpectability, 
and good fortune: The young gentleman 
received an education ſuitable to his rank, 
and promiſed fair to anſwer all the fond ex- 
pectations of his father, who hoped to ſee this 
laſt remaining prop of his name ſupport it 
with a dignity * if not ſuperior, to any 
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of his. predeceſſors. A good alliance, Sir 
Auguſtus conſidered as an eſſential point to- 
wards ſecuring this favorite object of all his 
ſolicitude, and before his ſon was ſixteen 
years old, he was anxiouſly employed in ſeek- 
ing out a wife for him. It was not fortune 
he entirely aimed at, though he conſidered it 
as an ingredient that could by nomeans be 
diſpenſed with in the formation of his plan, 
but he alſo required beauty, accompliſh- 
ments, and high birth; and, rare as it is to 
find all theſe perfections united, the indefa- 
tigable zeal of Sir Auguſtus diſcovered them 
in the perſon of Miſs Vernon, the daughter 
and heireſs of a gentleman, for whom he had 


a great eſteem, and whoſe family was even 


more ancient than his own. 


Charmed with the dawning graces of Miſs 
Vernon, Sir Auguſtuz reſolved to loſe no 
time in ſecuring her for his Henry, and tho' 
ſhe was but thirteen when ſhe made this fa- 
vourable impreſſion on him, he was ſo ſear- 
ful of delay leſt it ſhould give an opportu- 
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nity to ſome other candidate, that he imme- 


diately made ſplendid propofals to her father, 


which were as eagerly accepted of as offered; 
Mr. Vernon declarirg that there was not in 
England a man whoſe alliance he would pre- 
fer to that of Sir Auguſtus Marley : The 
neceſſary preliminaries were adjuſted, and it 
was reſolved that the young couple ſhould be 
kept in ignorance of the intended union, 
which was not to take place till Henry at- 
tained the ace of twenty-one, and ſome time 
previous to that period they were to be 
brought together, as if by chance, not doubt- 
ing but the merits of each would produce 
that effect, which both gentlemen admitted 
to be of ſome conſequence in the formation 
of matrimonial happineſs, and which may be 
entirely prevented by their knowledge of be- 
ing deſtined for each other ; many inſtances 
of a ſimilar nature being well known; thus 
Sir Auguſtus imagined he had ſecured the 
happineſs of his fon, and the dignity of his 
houſe, for which he trembled at the idea of 

ITS 
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its being contaminated by a mean or in any 


reſpe& unworthy alliance. 


But, how mutable are all human deſigns ; 
how little to be depended on are the faireſt 


. proſpects of earthly felicity, when the tranſac- 
tion of a moment may counteract the work 


of years. So at leaſt it proved with Sir Au- 


guſtus's high raiſed fabric of happineſs and 


ſplendor, which was levelled with one blow ; 
for long betore the time of Henry's intended 
union with Miſs Vernon, his heart had ſe- 


lected another, on whom. its deareſt affections 


were beſtowed. 


On entering the Univerſity, Henry Mar- 


ley contracted an intimacy with a young ſtu- 


dent named Hopton, and a ſimilarity of taſte 
directing them continually to the ſame pur- 


ſuits, their minds were unfolded to each other, 


and ſo ſtrict a friendſhip took place, that they 


were dignified by their companions with the 
titles of Damon and Pythias. 
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Edward Hopton's father was a merchant, 
who had, by the moſt honorable means, ac- 
quired a very large fortune, and an excel- 
lent character; in the courſe of his commerce 
with foreign countries, it fell in his way to 
render ſome eſſential ſervice to a nobleman | 
in high court favor; who, in return, deſired 
that he would educate one of his ſons for the 
church, in which department he had it in his 
power (and promiſed ſolemnly) to advance 
him; accordingly in compliance with his 
Lordſhip's deſire, Mr. Hopton ſent his 
youngeſt ſon to college, the elder being 
under his own direction in the counting- 

houſe. Very ſhortly after this arrangement 
in the merchant's family, his eldeſt ſon, who 
had gone with a valuable cargo to the Weſt 
Indies, was loſt on the paſſage, and while he 
was in the height of his affliction, for this 
heavy misfortune, an account was brought - 
him of the death of his noble friend—theſe 
circumſtances preſſed ſo heavy on the mind 
of Mr. Hopton, as greatly to impair his 

9 health, and obliged him to have recourſe to 
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the faculty, who apprehending a conſump- 
tion, ordered him into the country. 


This remedy nad the deſired effect, Mr. 
Hopton recovered, but he became ſo pleaſed 
with a country life, that when his health re- 
turned he could not bear the 1dea of going 
back to the city, and having revolved the 
matter in his mind for ſome time, he deter- 
mined on quitting buſineſs.” His ſon was en- 
tered on a courſe of ſtudies, from which (tho 


he no longer intended him for the clerical 


profeſſion) he thought it would be a pity to 
withdraw him, eſpecially as Edward expreſſed 
a great ardour in the purſuit of knowledge, 
and his tutors gave very flattering accounts of 
his abilities; he therefore reſolved on ſuffer- 


ing him to compleat his ſtudies, hoping that 


it would make him more worthy of the for- 
tune to which he was now entitled, as his 
only ſon. a 


Having come to theſe reſolutions, Mr. 
Hopton went to London, ſettled his affairs, 
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married his eldeſt daughter to a young man 
who had been his apprentice, and left them 


eſtabliſhed in the buſineſs, after which finding * 
himſelf poſſeſſed of a large ſum, he purchaſed Ml * 
an eſtate, and with his wife and two young 10 
daughters, Lucy and Belinda, retired to en- wa 
Joy the peaceful pleaſures of the country. - 
The eſtate which Mr. Hopton purchaſed A 
Joined that of Sir Auguſtus Marley, and when 1 
Henry and Edward were called home on a of 
vacation, they were delighted to find that two * 


or three miles only ſeparated their habitations, 
and inftead of one taking the London road, 
and the other an oppoſite direction as here- 
tofore, they now travelled together. Henry 
was ſcarcely at home, when informing his fa- 
ther of the vicinity of his moſt particular 
friend, he entreated permiſſion to invite him 
to Marley Hall, which was readily granted: 
Edward came next day and was politely re- 
ceived by Sir Auguſtus, who permitted 
Henry to return the viſit on the following day, 
and the friends were ſeldom afunder. Henry 
was 
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was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to find that his ſiſter, 
who preſided at the Hall, her mother being 
long dead, was unacquainted with the Hop- 
ton's, and having entreated her to ſuffer him 
to introduce them to each other, the haughty 
Alicia replied, © No, Sir, if I choſe to honor 
ſuch people with my notice, I could have 


k done ſo when they firſt came into the coun- 

- try, but I leave ſuch connexions to my bro- 
ther, whoſe humility I am ready to acknow-_ 

2 5 

4 ledge far ſurpaſſes mine. 

a. This ungracious reply entirely put an end 

Is to whatever hopes Henry had conceived of 

* forming an acquaintance between Miſs Mar- 

5 ley and the gentle amiable Miſs Hopton's, 

0 the elder of whom he felt was already dear to 


+. him, and he could not help making ſome 
| compariſons between their manners and thoſe 

of his ſiſter's, very unfavorable to that lady. 
ted f : a 885 
Edward's behaviour was ſo engaging, and his 


5 conduct ſo irre proachable, that Sir Auguſtus 
i beſtowed on him ſome very diſtinguiſhed 


marks of approbation, and he was always a 
= welcome 
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10 
welcome gueſt at Marley Hall to every one 
but Alicia, who thought herſelf ſomewhat de- 
graded by his viſits, overlooked him as much 
as a regard to good manners would admit of, | 
and, when ſhe deigned to addreſs him at table, | 
took care never to recolle& his name, but 
would call him by that of tome perſon of rank | 
of her acquaintance, then aſk pardon for the | 
miſtake. Edward ſaw clearly into the malice | 
of her deſign, in thoſe wilful miſtakes, for 
which he very heartily deſpiſed her; but as 
he loved her brother, and very highly re- 
ſpected her father, he treated her with a de- 
gree of reſpect which her behaviour to him 
in no wiſe merited, but which ſne thought no 

more than her juſt right from an inferior. 


Very different was the reception Henry 
met with from the ſiſters of Edward, who 
feemed to exert all their talents to entertain 
him, they ſung, they played, they danced with 
him; for the young Belinda, whoſe childiſh- 
neſs and playful humour was very attractive, 
he felt all the affection of a fond brother, but 
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for Lucy his heart acknowledged a warmer 
ſentiment; ſhe was a beauty of the moſt de- 


licate kind, ſoft, timid, gentle to exceſs, alive 
to all the moſt tender emotions of the ſoul, 


ſhe had a heart ready to rejoice at the happi- 


neſs of every body, and a tear ever ready to 
ſhed for the afflictions of the meaneſt indi- 
vidual; her perſon was a type of her mind 
delicately lovely; her complexion was natu- 
rally pale; but was rendered irreſiſtibly charm- 
ing from the conſtant changes it underwent 
in uniſon with that mind, animated. by the 
tendereſt ſenſibility, and awake to the ſlighteſt 
impreſſion, To behold this intereſting crea- 
ture with indifference was impoſſible, and 
Henry Marley found that he could not be- 
hold her without love; this diſcovery at firſt 
gave him ſome alarm, from an apprehenſion 
of its being diſpleaſing to his father, but the 
more he contemplated the charms of the di- 
vine Lucy, the more irreſiſtible he thought 
them, and himſelf the more blameleſs in yield- 
ing to their power; he reflected too, with 
ſome pleaſure, that her fortune would be ſo 

6 con- 


— 


* as — — — — 
— — 9 2 2 
—— — On — — 
n — — ex 005 == —— 22 2 
3 44 . 1 
* 


>< — —— — — 


12 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 


conſiderable, as to render ker a very advan- 
tageous match, and this circumſtance he 


hoped might induce Sir Auguſtus to overlook 


the inferiority of her birth, if ſuch a matter as 


an union with her ſhould ever be brought 
into diſcuſſion. 


Thus having diſcovered a poſſibility of ac- 
compliſhing his wiſhes, he began to think it 
probable that his father would approve of his 
choice, and at length he perſuaded himſelf 
Sir Auguſtus, though a proud man, could 
find nothing objectionable in Lucy Hopton, 
as a daughter, and ſuffering this opinion to 
predominate in his mind, he diveſted himſelf 
of all fear, and revealed his paſſion to the 
amiable Lucy—ſhe received the declaration 
with that modeſt grace which characterized 
all her actions, and her lover had no cauſe to 
be diſſatisfied with her behaviour on the oc- 
caſion, for though ſhe did not in direct terms 
encourage his ſuit, ſhe by no means rejected 
him; in a ſecond converſation however he 
required her to be more * and to de- 

clare 
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clare if ſhe could return his affection, and as 
neitherher heart nor countenance were formed 
for diſguiſe, his utmoſt wiſhes were gratified 
in the candour of the one, and the ſweet tho? 
embarraſſed expreſſion of the other, while 
ſhe innocently confeſſed, that he was not in- 
different to her. After this the love of Henry 


was not to be reſtrained, and without looking 
any more to conſequences, he yielded his 


whole ſoul to it. 


The frequency of Henry's viſits at Mr. 


Hopton's, with ſomething particular which 


was obſerved in his behaviour to Lucy, gave 


riſe to a report not far diſtant from the truth, 


and that Mr. Marley was in love with, and 
to be immediately married to Miſs Hopton, 
was the general topic of converſation in the 
neighbourhood. The tale reached Miſs Mar- 
ley's ear, who, ſtung with indignation, in the 
preſence of Sir Auguſtus accuſed her brother 
with it. Henry replied, © I wonder, Alicia, 
how you can liſten to ſuch idle tales, I'd lay 


my life you had this piece of information from 


your 
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your waiting woman; come, confeſs the 
truth.” She, bluſhing, owned it, and her fa- 
ther cautioned her againſt admitting her ſer- 
vant to take ſuch liberties with her brother's 
name, or that of any of her friends, adding, 
“ am ſure if Henry thought this ſtory could 


gain any credit, it would make him uneaſy, 


as on the young woman's account he would 
be obliged to forbear viſiting her brother, 
whom he fo juſtly values, as a very worthy 
lad, whoſe talents, I make no doubt, will be 
the means of raiſing his name from obſcu- 
rity.” Henry, whoſe heart was chilled by 
this ſpeech, bowed in ſilence to the compli- 
ment paid his friend, and the ſubject was 
dropped entirely for that time, as the young 
men returned in a few days to College. 


Shortly after Henry's departure Miſs Mar- 
ley was addreſſed by the Hon. Mr. Whit- 
more ; as he was a younger brother, his fortune 
was not large, but what was looked upon by 
Sir Auguſtus as a point of greater importance, 
he was well deſcended, Alicia made no ob- 
| jections 


an invitation which he accepted of with the 


able opportunity of introducing him to Miſs 


ſeventeen, highly accompliſhed, and ex- 
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jections to him, and the match was con- 


cluded, the day of marriage was fixed, and 
Henry invited to be preſent at the nuptials, 


greater pleaſure, as it gave him an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing his Lucy much ſooner than he 


had any reaſon to expect when he parted from 
her. 


He was now in his twentieth year, and Sir 
Auguſtus thought the preſent a very favor- 


Vernon, who was, with her father, invited to 
Alicia's wedding. Miſs Vernon was now 


tremely handſome, and both Sir Auguſtus and 
Mr. Vernon had the ſtrongeſt hopes that their 
long concerted plan would be cruwned with 
ſucceſs, as ſoon as an interview took place 
between their children, 


Henry found a numerous company aſſem- 
bled at his father's, amongſt whom Miſs 
Vernon ſhone conſpicuous, and though his 

natural 
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16 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 
natural politeneſs made him attentive to every 


lady, yet to her ſuperior charms he could not 
avoid being particularly fo, and the delighted 


fathers, who cloſely obſerved them, ſaw with 
great joy that they were equally pleaſed with 
each other. Several days were paſſed away 
in ſuch a quick ſucceſſion of amuſements, that 
Henry had not time to ſee his Lucy, and be- 
gan to grow impatient of delay, when the 


bridal cavalcade going to church, he there 


beheld her— their eyes met Lucy bluſhed, 
and held down her's; he bowed to her, ſhe 
was unable to return his ſalute She knew he 
was in the country, and wondered why he 


had not viſited her, ſhe was reſtleſs-unhappy 


but how was her diſquiet augmented, when 
now, for the firſt time ſhe beheid him, he was 
leading into church the beautiful Miſs Ver- 
non! — The heart of Lucy ſickened at the 
ſight, ſne turned pale, ſne could ſcarcely keep 
herſelf from fainting. Henry, with anguiſh 
ſaw her agitation, and gueſſed the cauſe; he 
longed to give caſe to her gentle heart, and 
when ſervice was ended, he went to the pew 
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ſhe- fat, and after ſaluting the family in ge- 
neral, whiſpered her, that he would ſee her 


in the evening. Mr. Whitmore obſerving 


this tranſaction, aſked his bride who that 
handſome young lady was, that her brother 
was ſpeaking to in whiſpers? Alicia replied, 


that it was Miſs Hopton, the girl whom ſome 


people took the liberty of ſaying Henry was 


in love with. © And fo perhaps he is, ſaid 
Whitmore. © Nay, heaven forbid,” replied 


Alicia, “and yet I have my fears.” And 
I have my ſuſpicions,” returned Whitmore. 


After dinner Henry took an opportunity 
of withdrawing from the company, and taking 
his horſe, he haſtened to the place where Lucy 
waited to receive him: It was a grove, at the 
back of Mr. Hopton's hourſe, and not more 
than two hundred yards diſtant from it; it was 


a favorite walk of Lucy's, for it had been the 


ſcene of Henry's firſt declaration, and of 
many ſucceeding interviews, though never 
till now by appointment—they met, Henry 
all rapture at having once more an opportu- 
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nity of converſing with his beloved, ſhe all 


tender melancholy at the remembrance of his 
ſuppoſed neglect. My Lucy is diſpleaſed 
with me,“ ſaid he, © ſhe receives me not 
with her uſual ſmile, what is the cauſe of this?” 
She anſwered him with tears, for ſhe was too 


gentle to upbraid him—an explanation took 


place, ſhe was ſatisfied that it was not a dimi- 
nution of affection kept him from her, and 
the ſorrow ſhe had laboured under was to him 


a new proof of her attachment; he folded 


her in his arms, while he cried, © My adored 
Lucy, let never a doubt of your Henry's truth 
again diſturb your peace.” 


A ruſtling amoneſt the trees alarmed them, 


they looked about, they ſaw a man haſtily re- 


tire from a ſituation cloſe behind them—Lucy 
trembled :—<©< Ah! heaven,” ſhe exclaimed, 
«we have been obſerved ; tne firſt impru- 
dent action of my life has been diſcovered. 


Alas! why did I conſent to this ſtolen inter- 


view?” In vain he ſtrove to quiet her ap- 
prehenſions, and after conducting her to the 


houſe 
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houſe, as if he had caſually met her in his way 


and took his leave. 


When he returned to his father's he chanced 
to enter the drawing-room at the ſame time 
with Mr. Whitmore, and Sir Auguſtus ex- 
claimed, Ohl gentlemen, it is well you con- 
deſcend to give us any of your company to 


night; pray, Henry, where have you been?” 


« I ſpent the evening, Sir,” replied he, “at 
Mr. Hopton's.” „ think,” faid his father, 
«you might as well have ſpent it at home.“ 
« ] ſaw the family this morning at church,” 
ſaid Henry, “and they ſeemed to take it un- 
kind of me that I had not viſited them ſince 
I came to the country, and as I owe them 
fome compliment, as well on my friend's ac- 
count as in return for many civilities ſhewn 
me at their houſe, I thought it incumbent on 
me to remove any cauſe of complaint againſt 


my gratitude.” Pardon me,” faid Sir 


Auguſtus, © I meant not fo cloſe an inveſti- 


cation,” then turning to Mr. Whitmore, with 
| Aa 


thither, he fat ſome time with the family, 
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a ſmile, Come, Sir,” ſaid he, will you 


oblige us with an account of where you have 


been, and your motives for being abſent ?”? 


The evening was ſo fine, returned W hit- 


mbre, © that I was tempted to take a ride.” 
Henry looked hard at him, which the other 
obſerving, he turned away, and Miſs Ver- 
non's add reſſing ſome converſation to Henry, 
took up his attention 'till they all ſeparated 
for the nighr. 


When alone, Henry began to reflect on 
the occurrences of the evening, and could 


not help ſuſpecting that Mr. Whitmore was 
the perſon who had diſcovered his interview 


with Lucy in the grove, but whether thro' 
accident or deſign, was a point that puzzled 
him much to decide on. Mr. Whitmore was 
one of thoſe inquiſitive people who are fond 
of diſcovering the ſecrets of others, without 
any object in view but that of gratifying their 


curioſity, and from what he had obſerved in 


church, and what his wife had ſaid, he was 
reſolved on diving into the truth of Henry's 
| ſituation 
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ſituation relative to Miſs Hopton; he accord- 
ingly watched him, and ſeeing him ſteal away 
from the company, had followed him at ſome 
diftance, and traced him to the grove, where 
he witneſſed the interview, and heard part of 
the converſation between him and Lucy. 
This ſecret once diſcovered, and his curi- 
olity ſatisfied, began to aſſume a more impor- 
tant form in the mind of Whitmore, he re- 
flected, that as Sir Auguſtus had but two 
children, if one ſhould be diſinherited, the 
fortune would naturally devolve on the other 


| —the ſon had formed an attachment which 


from what he could ſee, was diſpleaſing to the 
father, if he ſhould proceed to a marriage he 
may be diſinherited, and the daughter was 
his wife he turned the matter in his thoughts 
and every way that he viewed it he ſaw great 
advantages would ariſe to him ſhould ſuch 
an event take place, to further it therefore was 
his 1ntereſt, and he quickly arranged a plan 
for that purpoſe, but before he could ven- 
ture to take any ſtep he thought it neceſſary 
o diſcover the real ſentiments of Sir Au- 
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guſtus, for as he had heard that Miſs Hop- 


ton would have a good fortune, and as that 


was in his opinion the moſt ſubſtantial of all 
earthly bleſſings, he did not know but his fa- 
ther- in- law might be ſenſible of its charms, and 
ſacrifice in its favor ſome part of his family 
pride; a ſtep which he could not help think- 
ing very rational, with all his prejudices in 
favor of a different conduct in Sir Auguſtus. 


Seeing an opportunity of introducing the 
ſubject, Mr. Whitmore ſaid, I ſuppoſe, Sir, 
this report of an intended marriage between 
Mr. Marley and Miſs Hopton is without 
foundation?” Good God!“ replied Sir | 
Auguſtus, is there indeed ſuch a report? 
and how did you come to hear it?” Whit- 
more ſeemed endeavouring to recollect him- 
ſelf, then mentioned the circumſtance of his 
having aſked Alicia, who the young lady was, 
and her reply. © You alarm me,” ſaid the 
old gentleman, © for I have views of a very 
different nature for my ſon, and I hope he is 
not ſo much his own enemy as to croſs them, 

for 
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for if he does he is no longer my fon.” — 
« Nay,” ſaid Whitmore, I am confident 


that Mr, Marley has too much ſenſe to make 


an imprudent choice, though in point of for- 
tune — “ © In point of fortune, Sir,” re- 
plied Sir Auguſtus, «© you know I am not 
icrupulous, and I truſt the young man has 
no ſuch ſordid notions.” Mr. Whitmore 
bowed and faid, © Mr. Marley's notions are 
I dare fay ſuitable to his rank; at leaſt I aſſure 


you, that I have no reaſon to think other- 
wiſe of him,” 


CHAP. 
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1 HITMORE was now maſter of all s 
4 the knowledge that was requiſite to- 
il ward carrying on his plan, and he accord- : 
ingly began his operations without delay. p 
To his wife, of whoſe pride he was appre- f 
henſive, he ſpoke of Henry's ſuppoſed amours 10 
as a jeſt, declaring that he had ſounded the 
youth, who laughed at it, and ſaid he was too 5 


fond of his liberty to think of parting with it ; 
at ſoearly an age. To Henry he ſpoke of 
the beauties of Miſs Hopton, who was point- 
ed out to him by his wife as the ſupoſed ; 
enſlaver of her brother's heart; and ſaid, that 
he 
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he wondered not at ſuch a creature exciting 
the moſt ardent paſſion, though by all that he 
could hear, the tale was groundleſs; but if it 


had been truth, as ſhe would certainly have 
a large fortune, he ſaw no reaſon for object- 


ing to her but one, and that was, that he 
ſuſpected Sir Auguſtus had formed other en- 


gagements for him, a liberty that he thought 
parents had no right to take with their chil- 
dren. This was an alarming hint to the 
enamoured heart of Henry, which ſeemed 
more firmly devoted to his Lucy at the ap- 
pearance of danger ; and at the idea of being 
ſeparated from her, throbbed more ardently 
for a cloſer union; and as ſhe became dearer 
to him he contrived to have more frequent 


interviews with her, a circumſtance highly - 


pleaſing to Whitmore, who diſcovered them 
all, but was as anxious to guard them from 
interruption as Henry himſelf could be. 


Meanwhile Sir Auguſtus deſirous of prov - 
ing the inclinations of his ſon, began to 
ſpeak to him of the charms of Miſs Vernon, 

VOL, I, 2 and 


; 
1 
L 
f 
þ 
| 
I 


2H THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, 


and highly to extol her beauty and merit, in 
which Henry at firſt moſt cordially joined 


him, to the entire ſatisfaction of the old gen- 9 


tleman, *till recollecting the hint of his bro- 


ther-in-law he became leſs fervent in his 
praiſes, and began to ſee into his father's de- þ 
ſign, which gave him great uneaſineſs; and 
to interrupt the buſineſs as much as poſſible, 


prepared to return to College, which as the 
company began to depart from Marley Hall 


Sir Auguſtus did not oppoſe, and only deſired | 
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chat he ſhould wait to eſcort Mifs Vernon | 


and her father, who were to ſet off in a few 


days, and to travel the ſame road; this was 
complied with, and the entire company ſepa- | 
rated. Alicia and-her huſband, art the parti- | 
cular requeſt of Sir Auguſtus, remained at the 
Hall, to ſpend the firſt year of their marriage, | 
and Mr. Whitmore made it his chief ſtudy | 


to gain the approbation and confidence of his 
father-in-law, a matter caſy enough, as the 
heart of Sir Auguſtus was fo guileleſs, that he 
ſuſpected no one of deceit or fraud, and it re- 
quired 0n)y t2 flatter his reigning foible, fa- 
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vorite, which in a ſhort time Mr. Whitmore 


_— was, inſomuch that he governed the family as 
0 he pleaſed, while he had the art to make every 
his thing appear the act of Sir Auguſtus himſelf, 
de. fearing that a contrary opinion might create 
od 1 ſuſpicions that would alarm the vigilance of 
ble, Henry, ſhould he chance to hear 1t from any 
the of the domeſtics, all of whom he could per- 
Tall ; ceive were ſtrongly attached to their young 
led maſter. 

non | 

* Thus things went on till Henry was within 
was two months of being of age, when he was re- 
-pa- called from College, and Edward Hepton 
arti- not wiſhing to remain after him, having ap- 
Lhe plied to his father for permiſſion to quit his 
e. ſtudies, (which had been extended far beyond 


tudy what is uſually thought ſufficient for a gen- 
his tleman) obtained his requeſt, and came into 


the the country with his friend. Henry was 
at he greatly pleaſed at this circumſtance, which not 
it re- only continued to him the ſociety of Edward, 
f but afforded him every day an opportunity 


mily C 2 of 


mily pride, to become an acknowledged fa- 
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of ſeeing Lucy, without giving riſe to any 
ſuſpicion of his viſits having any other object 
than his friendſhip for her brother. This en- 
joyment, however, was of ſhort duration, for 
he was little more than a week at home, when, 
at the deſire of his father, he accompanied him 
on a viſit to Mr, Vernon's. 


On their way thither Sir Auguſtus inform- 
ed his ſon, that he ſnould be very well pleaſed 
if an union could be effected between him 
and Miſs Vernon, whom he highly extolled 
both for her perſonal and mental charms; 


ce beſides,” he continued, her family and 


fortune are unexceptionable, what ſay you 
Harry, might not a man be more than com- 
monly happy with ſuch a woman as Sophia 
Vernon?” Henry was ſilent, what he had 
before only ſuſpected was now too clear to 
be miſunderſtood ;—he muſed, he knew not 


what to ſay, or how to act; whether at this 


critical moment to brave the worſt, and ac- 
knowledge his affection for another, or by an 


evaſive anſwer gain time for more mature de- 
libe- 
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liberation ; but before he had been able to 
determine, his father aſked in rather an im- 


patient manner, © Why don't you anſwer 


me, Sir?” Pardon me, St, 


Henry, © your queſtion led to a train of re- 
flections that were unavoidable ; of Miſs Ver- 
non I have a very exalted opinion, ſhe 1s, un- 
queſtionably the molt lovely as well as the 
moſt accompliſhed woman, I have ever ſeen; 
and the man who ſhall have the good fortune 
to call her his, will certainly be very happy; 
but Sir ——” But what, Sir?” haſtily in- 
terrupted Sir Auguſtus, «© I would have 


ſaid, returned Henry, © who knows whether 


ſhe can think favorably of me.” That 


Sir,” replied Sir Auguſtus, is what I Would 


have you try, and to afford you an opportu- 
nity is the ſole object of my preſent vilit, 
which I defire you will, to the utmoſt, avail 
yourſelf of, and leave me to adjuſt matters 
with her father.” Henry bowed, and the 
ſubject was no more ſpoken of during their 


Journey, for the moſt part of which they were 
flent ; both being deeply engaged with their 


C 3 | own 
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own thoughts, which were far from pleaſing. 


The father was diſſatisfied at the doubtſul 


manner in which the ſon received the inti- 


mation of his wiſhes; the ſon was unhappy at 
the idea of being under the neceſſity of either 
diſobliging his father, or rendering himſelt 
and the amiable object of his love compleatly 
wretched—the only gleam of comfort that 


preſented itſelf to his afflicted foul in this diſ- 


treſſing ſituation, was the hope that Miſs Ver- 
non would reject him, ſhould he be obliged 
to offer her his hand, which he reſolved not 
to do, if he could poſſibly avoid it, as after 


taking ſuch a ſtep he muſt conſider himſelf | 
bound in honor to abide her determination; 


he thought it not diſhonorable however to 
ſound her inclinations, and if he found good 
reaſon to expect a denial, to oblige his father 
by putting himſelf in the way of receiving 
that, which, from ſuch a woman, would grieve 


_ almoſt any man but himſelf; but if, on the 


contrary, he ſhould diſcover the leaſt proba- 


bility of being accepted, he was determined, 
| be 
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be the conſequence what it may, not to pro- 
ceed. 


In this mood he was, when the carriage 
ſtopped at Mr. Vernon's, and that gentleman 
came out to receive them with a moſt un- 
feigned cordiality. Several days paſſed away 
in which time Henry had frequent conver- 
fations wich Miſs Vernon, as he attended her 
in airings on horſeback every morning; he 
behaved to her as he had done at his father's, 
ſhe ſeemed pleaſed with him as a companion, 
and the more he converſed with her the more 
was his eſteem for her increaſed ; ſtill, how- 
ever, he was at a loſs how to conduct himſelf, 
it was evident and flattering to him, that he 
was agreeable to her, he could not therefore, f 
with: ſafety, hazard the tender of his hand, 
for though he had no ſuſpicion of having 
made any impreſſion on her heart, yet he be- 
lieved himſelf poſſeſſed of her friendihip; 
and that, with the high ſenſe ſhe had of duty, 
would, he thought, if her father intimated 
the ſmalleſt wiſh that it ſhould be fo, induce _ 
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her to accept him. Sometimes he thought 
of confiding in her, and laying open his whole 
{ou}, truſt to her generoſity, and good 
tenſe to extricate him from the difficulty into 
which ſhe was the innocent cauſe of bringing 
him, but while he was deliberating on the 
propriety of this plan, his fate was brought 
to a criſis in a manner wh he little ex- 


— 


Sir Auguſtus having obſerved the mutual 
approbation diſplayed by thoſe ſuppoſed 
| lovers for each other, concluded that all was 
as he wiſhed, and in the fulneſs of his ſatis- 
faction he wrote to his daughter, acquainting 
her, that whatever fears ſhe had of Henry's 
forming an 1mproper connexion, might be 
totally diſmiſſed, for that he could with cer- 
tainty aſſure her he was evidently attached 
to Miſs Vernon, who received his addreſſes 
ſo favorably, that a Perez marriage might be 
expected, 
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This piece of information was joyfully re- 
ceived by Alicia, who immediately commu- 


nicated it to her huſband, as the happieſt 


thing that could have occurred, and what ſhe 
had always wiſhed for. Having ſpoken thus 
in the preſence of her maid, the news was 
quickly ſpread through the family, and from 
the houſe it was reported all over the neigh- 
bourhood, that Mr. Marley and Miſs Ver- 
non were to be married in a few days. Mr. 
Whitmore was very far from receiving ſo 
much pleaſure as his wife expected, on the 
contrary, he was greatly alarmed, for in the 
completion of this union he ſaw the total de- 
ſtruction of all his hopes; however he was 
maſter of ſufficient diflimulation to conceal 
his chagrin from Alicia, and congratulating 
her on the good news, retired to his apart- 
ment, to conſider whether it might not ſtill be 
poſſible to break off the match. After deeply 
ruminating, he thought at length of an expe- 
dient which he haſtened to put in practice, 
and taking pen and ink, wrote, in a hand 

1 which 
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which he carefully diſguiſed, the following 
letter. 


TO MISS VERNON. 
MADAM, 


Reports having reached this.neighbour- 
hood that you are on the point of being mar- 
ried to Mr. Marley, this timely advice 1s of- 
fered to caution you againſt forming ſuch-a 
connexion, with a man, who cannot receive 
your hand without being guilty of the vileſt 
perjury, he being ſolemnly. engaged to ano- 
ther very amiable young lady, (Miſs Hop- 
ton) who is at this moment in a ſtate nearly 
bordering on diſtraction at his perfidy. If 
you doubt intelligence conveyed 1n this letter, 
I refer you to the gentleman himſelf, who will 
ſcarcely have the aſſurance to deny it; at leaſt 
his behaviour on the occaſion will be ſuch 
as to Convince a lady of your penetration of 
the truth of your ſincere though. unknown 


friend. 


This 


5 * N 
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This letter Mr. Whitmore put with his 


own hand into the poſt office, and returned 
home well ſatisfied with his contrivance, 
which he had little if any doubt of having 
the deſired effect. The news of Henry's in- 
tended marriage having reached the ears of 
Edward Hopton, he was greatly pleaſed at 
it, for having frequently heard his friend 
ſpeak. in high terms of approbation of Miſs 
Vernon, he concluded that it was a match of 
inclination, and that Henry would be very 
happy in the poſſeſſion of ſo charming a crea-- 
ture as he had deſcribed Miſs Vernon to be. 
Returning home from a viſit, in which he had 
received this intelligence, Edward met his 
ſiſters in the grove, and related to them what 
he had heard—Lucy turned pale, ſhe caught 
the arm of Belinda, and funk on the earth to 


all appearance lifeleſs. Surpriſed and alarmed 


Belinda ran to the houſe for aſſiſtance, while 
Edward, in trembling anxiety ſupported Lucy 
in his arms—ſhe recovered for a moment, 
but with a deep ſigh pronouncing, Oh! 
Henry!“ relapſed into inſenſibility. 
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This hint was enough to inform the affec- 
tionate brother of the cauſe of her diſorder, 


and his once dear Henry was in an inſtant 
transformed to a vile deceiver, whom he 


vowed to puniſh, Belinda returning with her 
mother and ſome of the ſervants, Lucy was 
removed to her chamber, where ſhe remained 
all that day and night, extremely ill, without 
any perſon gueſling at the cauſe, except her 
brother and ſiſter, who confined their ſuſpi- 
cions to their own breaſts. Next day, as ſhe 
was ſomewhat better, toward evening Ed- 
ward paid her a viſit, and gently breaking to 
her his ſuſpicion, and repeating the words 
which had given riſe to them, he entreated 


her in the moſt affectionate terms to confide 


in him, to inform him of the whole truth, and 
to reſt aſſured that no man living ſhould 
wrong her with impunity. ' Theſe expreſſions, 
meant to ſooth, had a very different effect on 
the gentle heartof Lucy, who clearly perceived 
that an avowal of the truth would produce 
(what was in her opinion a moſt dreadful cir- 
cumſtance) a quarrel between two, whole 

lives 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, - 


lives were dearer to her than her own, and 
ſhe therefore reſolved to conceal every thing 
but her affection for Henry, which ſhe could 
not, after what had paſſed, with any hope of 
being credited deny; with tears then ſhe ac- 
knowledged that he had long been maſter of 
her heart, and beſought her brother to pity 
and conceal a weakneſs which nothing could 


r juſtify but the uncommon merit of his friend, 
- of which ſhe was too ſuſceptible. Edward 
e was not ſo eaſily impoſed upon as ſhe ima- 
= 2 gined, but finding that all his arguments 
0 could not prevail on her to own any thing 
is that might taint the honor of Henry, by being 
BW conſtrued into a deſign on her affections, he | 
le reſolved to take another courſe and accord- f 
d ingly wrote as follows. l 
d | i 
5s, TO HENRY MARLEY, ESQ. 
IN | 
ed SIR, | 
ce 
r- The report of your intended marriage has 
fe revealed to me the ſecret you ſo cautiouſly 
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concealed, of your connexion with my ſiſter, 
a ſecret which if your deſigns. had been ho- 
norable you would have lodged in the boſom 


of him, you were baſe enough to call your 


friend, while you meditated to wound him in 
the moſt tender part, by deſtroying the peace 
of a beloved ſiſter ; but, Sir, the lovely, the 
amiable Lucy, has a brother, who will avenge 


her, therefore prepare to render a ſtrict ac- 
covnt to the much. injured 


EDWARD HOPTON. 


This letter reached Henry a few hours 
after Miſs Vernon. had received that written 
by Mr. Whitmore, ſhe had been ſurpriſed 


at its contents, never having heard a hint that 


could intimate to her any intention of an union 


between her and Henry Marley; ſhe there- 


fore put it up, without knowing what to think 
of it, and was walking with Henry, when his 
ſervant paſſing them, on his return from the 
poſt town, delivered him Edward's letter— 
he put it in his pocket. Come,” ſaid Sophia 

| with 
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with a ſmile, wave ceremony, I entreat you, 
and open your letter, it may be of conſe- 
quence.” I know the hand, ſaid he, * it 
is from the deareſt friend I have, from Ed- 
ward Hopton.” The name caught her ear, 
« Hopton!” ſhe repeated, © Has he a ſiſter?” 
« He has two,” replied Henry, “who are 
moſt amiable.'” One, at leaſt, I am in- 
formed 1s ſo,” cried Miſs Vernon, looking 
full in his face, which from ſome indeſcri- 
bable ſenſation was inſtantly tinged with crim- 
{on. 


By this time they had reached the houſe, 
and Henry retired to examine the contents 
of his letter, but who can conceive his feel- 
ings when he read it. Edward,” cried he, 
«accuſing me of perfidy to Lucy, good God! 

- what could have given riſe to ſuch a thought? 


J ] ſee into the whole contrivance, but it ſhall 
- avail them nothing. I will fly hence, and 
- juſtify myſelf to her my ſoul adores.” So 
« ſaying, under the greateſt agitation. he wrote 
pl | 


hah! the report of my intended marriage 
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a few lines, with which he diſpatched his ſer- 
vant to the poſt. 


TO EDWARD HOPTON, ESQ. 
MY EDWARD, 


A ſuſpicion, founded on idle report, ſhould 
not have weight enough to make you con- 
demn your friend unheard; but I can forgive 
you, ſince it was for Lucy's peace you were 
alarmed, that peace which 1s dearer to me 
than my vital breath. Oh! Edward, forgive 
my only fault, that of concealing from you 
the moſt unbounded and ſincere paſſion; and 
ſuſpend your cenſure till I acquaint you with 
particulars, which I haſten to do in perſon ; 


till when ceaſe not to conſider me, 


Your unalterable friend, &c. 


HENRY MARLEY. 


Having 
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Having ſent off the letter, he took a few 
turns ahout his chamber, in order to compoſe 
himſelf before he met the family at dinner, 
but was long before he could effect his pur- 
poſe ; for believing the report mentioned in 
Edward's letter to have originated with his 
father, in order to further the match with 
Miſs Vernon, he could ſcarcely ſubdue his 
indignation at ſo mean an artifice, which he 
felt a degree of ſatisfaction in determining to 
defeat; when he went down, however, his 
countenance bore evident traces of the agi- 
tation he had ſuffered, he could not eat, and 
after undergoing the interrogatories of the 
two old gentlemen, he pleaded illneſs as an 
excuſe for retiring to his apartment, from 
whence he ſent an apology for not attending 
ſupper. Having determined on a mode of 
proceeding, and given the neceflary direc- 
tions to his ſervant, Henry aroſe at the ear- 

lieft dawn, and proceeded towards a village 

in the neighbourhood of Marley Hall, where 

having arrived on the following evening, he 

= wrote a note to Edward, requeſting to ſee him 

Ee without 
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without delay. That gentleman's reſent- 
ment having ſubſided on the receipt of his 
friend's letter, which had preceded him 
ſome hours, inſtantly complied, and a com- 
pleat reconciliation took place. Henry gave 
a full and unre ſerved detail of all his proceed- 
ings, all his hopes, and all kis fears, rclative 
to Lucy; with whom he was reſolved to ha- 
zard an union (on the completion of which 
his happineſs depended) provided he could 
obtain her free concurrence, to a ſtep which 
the world might deem imprudent; he con- 
cluded with entreating the aſſiſtance and ad- 
vice of his friend, and after ſpending a good 
part of the night together, Edward left him, 
promiſing to return next morning to further 
diſcuſs a point which both conſidered of high 
importance, and not to be decided on wich- 
out due conſideration. 


Soon as Henry's flight was diſcovered it 
cauſed great conſternation, Sir Aug uſtus was 
enraged, Mr. Vernon offended, and Sophia 
loſt in conjecture; but as neither of the gen- 

tlemen 


tlemen ſpoke to her on the ſubject, ſhe re- 
mained ſilently obſerving their perturbation. 
W hile ſhe fat with them at breakfaſt, a foot- 
man handed her a letter, which he ſaicl was 
left at the porter's lodge, very early. in the 
morning by Mr. Mariey's ſervant: Her fa- 
ther deſired her to open it, and ſhe comply- 
ing, found the contents as follow, ard having 
firſt ran it over with her eye, ſhe handed it to 
Mr. Vernon, who read aloud— | 


MADAM, 


I cannot abruptly quit the houſe of your 
father, without accounting for ſuch conduct, 
to a lady, on whoſe good opinion I ſet the 
higheſt value. I will not therefore attempt to 
exculpate myſelf, by offering any frivolous 
excuſe, but confiding in your good ſenſe, ha- 
neſtly confeſs, that my flight is occaſioned by 


a report which my viſit here had given riſe to, 


and which threatened both my honor and my 
peace lt has been ſaid that I was ſhortly to 
become the huſband of Miſs Vernon, a hap- 
pineſs, 
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pineſs, Madam, of which I am unworthy, but 
which I ſhould conſider as the greateſt that 
could be conferred on me, was I at liberty to 
ſolicit it; long, however, before I had the 
honor of knowing you, my affections were 
unalterably fixed, or there is not a doubt but 
a heart ſo ſenſible of your merits as mine, 
would have felt the full force of that paſſion, 
which you are ſo eminently qualified to in- 
ſpire—that my faith has remained unſhaken 
by ſuch charms, 1s a ſufficient proof of its 
permanency ; but, alas! Madam, I fear this 
adherence to my love will be the means of 
wreſting from me the friendſhip of one, who 
is in every other reſpect the beſt of fathers ; 
yet, whatever misfortunes may be in ſtore for 
me, it will be an alleviation of them to re- 
fle that I ſtand acquitted of diſhonorable 
practices, by the two moſt amiable as well as 
lovely women upon earth; and this, with the 
hope of retaining your eſteem, ſhall ſuſtain 
through life your ſincere friend and truly re- 
ſpectful humble ſervant, 


HENRY MARLEY» 


Ke A Mm AA AAA ec we a vc 


S 


** 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. — 45 


Sir Auguſtus groaned, and Mr. Vernon 
laying down the letter, ſaid, with an affected 
compoſure, * it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome 
people have a very happy facility in over- 
looking their faults, and acquiting themſelves 
of diſhonorable practices, at which this young 
gentleman is the moſt indiſputably expert of 
any perſon J have ever met with, or, I hope, 
ever ſhall again. Here he comes (under the 
ſanction of his father too) the avowed lover 
of my daughter, and after paying his addreſſes 
which appeared to every perſon to be well 
received, ——” Hold, Sir, interrupted 
Sophia, © you are in a great error.“ Of 
what nature child?“ ſaid he, © has not Mr. 
Marley done as I have ſaid, has he not ſoli- 
cited your hand?” Never, on my honor!” 
ſhe replied, I have nothing to accuſe him 
of, he has been to me a friend, and moſt agree- 
able companion, but I never conſidered him 
in the light of a lover, for he never even 
hinted the moſt diſtant wiſh to engage my af- 
tections,” © This indeed,” returned Mr. 

Vernon 
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Vernon, «alters the caſe materially, and I 
have been much deceived.” © Yes,” 


cried Sir Auguſtus, riſing in great agitation, 
cc we have been both deceived; but as Henry 


Marley has acted with duplicity, he is no 


longer my ſon : I ſwear by all —“ „Ah! 
ſtop, dear Sir,” cried Miſs Vernon, © ſwear 
not, I beſeech you, in your diſpleaſure, what 
you may wiſh in cooler moments to recall; 


nor for one error (which I believe is the firſt) 


caſt from your affection ſo amiable a ſon.” 
« Young lady, replied Sir Auguſtus, © your 


generoſity is worthy of praiſe, but it is thrown 


away on an undeſerving object, who has diſ- 
appointed the firſt wiſh of a fond father's 
heart, for which I never can forgive him ; 
may you meet a more worthy huſband, may 
you be happy as you deſerve to be, it is and 
ſhall ever be my moſt fervent with,” Miſs 
Vernon gracefully lifted the hand of Sir Au- 


guſtus to her lips, Dear Sir,” ſaid ſhe, «I 
moſt ſincerely thank you, but that happineſs 


you ſo earneſtly wiſh me to enjoy, is very 
much 
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much in your power td increaſe or diminiſh, 


fince I moſt ſolemnly affure you, that unleſs 
you pardon the involuntary offence (as I muſt 


conſider it) of Mr. Marley, my whole life 


will be embittered, by knowing myſel? (tho 
innocently) the cauſe. From my firſt ac- 
quaintance I admired and eſteemed your ſon, 
that admiration and eſteem are now increaſed 
by the honor and juſtice of his conduct both 
to me, and the object of his affections, who, 


as being his choice, I am certain muſt be 


amiable; nay I am confident, if you diveſt 
yourſelf of prejudice, you will find her in 
every reſpe&t worthy of being the wife of 
Henry, and your daughter: Ah! Sir, give 
me the exquiſite happineſs of being the means 
of reconciling you to their union, and let Miſs 
Hopton fill that place with which you meant 
to have honored me.“ 


«Miſs Hopton,” exclaimed Sir Auguſtus, 
Oh! heavens! it is impoſlible, it cannot be 
—of baſe plebeian birtk—Miſs Hopton the 
wife of Edward Marley—let me fly, and, if 

| poſſible, 
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poſſible, yet prevent it,” He ruſhed out of 
the room to give orders for his immediate 
departure, nor could he liſten to one word 
more from the amiable Miſs Vernon in favor 
of an alliance, which but to think of, ſet him 
almoſt diſtracted. The old gentlemen ſeeing 
all hopes of uniting their children and eſtates 
at an end, ſolemnly acquitted each other of 
their engagements, and mutually promiſing 
tha: this unfortunate occurrence ſhould be no 


interruption to their long friendſhip, ſhook. 


hands and parted. 


Miſs Vernon retired to her apartment, and 
re-peruſed Henry's letter. © Amiable Mar- 
ley!” ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, © Happy Mus 
Hopton!'“ She found herſelf inclined to me- 
lancholy, and walked out, but her walk was 
ſad and unſatisfactory, ſhe felt the abſence of 
Henry, and was obliged, though reluctantly, 
to acknowledge, that the ſeparation from him 
was painful, 5 


\P. 
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CHAP. I. 


RUE to his appointment Edward Hop- 

ton was at Heary's bed-ſide at an early 
hour in the morning, and after converſing for 
ſeveral hours on the important ſubject, they 
had not advanced a ſingle ſtep towards a ſa- 
tisfactory concluſion. Edward perſiſted in 
ſaying, that it would be a diſgraceful and mean 
action of his ſiſter, ſuch as ſhe was, with a 
lovely perſon, an unblemiſhed fame, and a 
handſome fortune, to enter, in a clandeſtine 
manner, or force herſelf on any family what- 
ſoever, be their deſcent ever ſo noble. Henry 
ſtrove to convince him that the numberleſs 
precedents which were to be found took off the 
VOL. I, a impro- 
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1mpropriety of the proceeding, if not entirely, 
at leaſt in a great degree, and that as in the 
preſent caſe there was no alternative between 
it and the miſery of two people whoſe happi- 
neſs depended on their union; it was ſurely 
the more rational choice to ſacrifice pride to 
happineſs, than happineſs to pride; and con- 
cluded with giving it as his opinion that ſince 
Lucy Hopton's perſon and accompliſhments 
were ſuch as would do honor to the moſt ex- 


alted rank, as ſoon as it was manifeſted to Sir 


Auguſtus his natural good ſenſe would tri- 
umph over his prejudices, and he would re- 


ceive his amiable daughter with all the re- 


ſpect to which her merits had ſo juſt a claim. 


Edward ſhook his head, © you deceive 
yourſelf, my dear Henry,” ſaid he, © love 
has gained ſuch dominion over your mind, as 
to obſtruct the free exerciſe of your reaſoning 
faculties, and you ſee this matter as you wiſh 
it ſhould be, not as it really is; Sir Auguſtus 
will never receive Lucy as his daughter, nay, 
it he was inclincd to do it, he would be pre- 

vented 
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vented by the haughty Alicia, whoſe influence 
over him is great, and who envies the beauty, 
and has ever ſcorned the ſociety of my ſiſters ; 
but I find it is in vain to oppoſe you, promiſe 
me therefore, that you will never expoſe my 
ſweet girl to the inſults of your family, never 
accede to any terms of reconciliation in which 
ſhe is not included, and I will leave the de- 
ciſion of this affair entirely to her, which I 


have every reaſon to ſuppoſe will be in your 


favour, if it ſhould be ſo, your marriage ſhall 
immediately take place, Iwill beſtow her on 
you, at the riſk of my father's diſpleaſure, for 
he has his feelings, and perhaps his pride too, 
as well as your's ; it muſt then be left to his 
generoſity and paternal affection to make 
ſome proviſion for his child, as I am confi- 
dent you will have none till the death of Sir 
Auguſtus,” 


Henry expreſſed his thanks for the acqui- 
eſcence of his friend, and promiſed all that 
was required, on which Edward left him, to 
give notice to Lucy of his arrival in the coun- 
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him which was to determine their fate for life. 
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The lovers met in the evening, Henry was 
all rapture at the tenderneſs manifeſted by his 
Lucy, who felt no reluctance at complying 
with his withes, only what aroſe from the ap- 
prehenſion of offending her parents. Edward 
reminded her of their goodneſs, their great 
affection for their children, the lively parti- 
ality of their mother to her, and the great and 
Juſt influence that dear mother had over their 
father, who adored and never yet denied her 
a requeſt. He mentioned too their eſteem 
for Henry whoſe merit was a ſufficient excuſe 
for her having choſen him, and would acquit 
her not only to her parents, but to the whole 
world. 
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The heart of Lucy, already tenderly incli- 
ned to grant the ſuit of her lover, thus qui- 
eted of its duteous ſcruples, gave over its 
feeble reſiſtance, and yielded to the perſua- 
ſions of thoſe who poſſeſſed its deareſt affec- 
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tions; — ſhe gave her hand to Edward, who 
inſtantly reſigned it to the delighted Henry. 
A plan for the ſecret performance of the nup- 

tial ceremony was laid, and Edward conduct- 
ed his ſiſter home, in order to aſſiſt his friend 
in an immediate application for a licenſe, 
which was procured without difficulty, and 
the hour appointed that was to unite the fond 
pair in the ſacred bonds of Hymen. 


Meanwhile Sir Auguſtus arrived at Marley 
Fall, and made immediate inquires for his 
fon, who had not been there; confident, how - 
ever, that he was in the country, ſervants 
were employed to diſcover the place of his 
* concealment, who took different routs for that 
purpoſe, Amongſt the reſt who were diſ- 
patched on this expedition, was Mr. W hit- 
more's valet, and while the others made dili- 
gent ſearch in every farm-houſe within ten 
miles of the Hall, he, very little intereſted 
in the matter, walked ſlowly to the next vil- 
lage, and entered the only public houſe it 
contained, with a deſign of amuſing the time 
D 3 "till 
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tell he might return with propriety, and give 
an account of his fruitleſs ramble, leaving the 
honor of the diſcovery (if it ſhould be made) 
to the more immediate ſervants of the family 
with whom, as there was no reward annexed 
to the ſervice, he reſolved not to diſpute the 
exploit. 


While this worthy domeſtic ſat regaling 
himſelf, and chatting with the woman of the 
houſe, Thomas, the faithful ſervant of Henry, 


paſſed them, in his way to the ſtable ; he was 
genteelly dreſſed, for he and his maſter had 


changed cloaths and character on their leav- 


ing Mr. Vernon's, and Thomas paſſed for 


the maſter, while Henry aſſumed the livery. 
«[ ord bleſs me, cried the valet, what a 
ſtrong, reſemblance that gentleman bears to 


Mr. Marley's man Thomas.” The woman, 


who knew both very well, and was enjoined 
to ſecrecy, bluſhed at this obſervation, but 
replied, © dear me, ſo he does indeed reſem- 
ble Mr. Thomas, I thought I ſhould know 
{ome one he was like, but this is a young gen- 
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tleman that called here to dine, and finding 
himſelf fatigued, reſolved to ſtay all night.” 
« Flow does he travel?” ſaid the valet, whoſe 
ſuſpicions were rouſed by her confuſion, © he 
came with one ſervant, and a pair of horſes,” 
replied the woman. Are his horſes good?“ 
inquired the valet, Very fine cattle,” ſaid 
ſhe, The valet aroſe, and ſaying that he 
was a great admirer of handſome horſes, pro- 
ceeded directly to the ſtable on a pretence 
of viewing them. He found Thomas direct- 
ing the ſtable- boy, when ſtaring full in his 
face, Fine beaſts, Sir,” faid he, *I aſk your 
pardon for looking ſo hard at you, but really 
you are ſo like an acqueintance of mine —*? . 
« Bring the oats, my lad,” ſaid Thomas, 
ſending away the boy; then, addreſſing the 
intruder, “ Philip,” ſaid he, I did not wiſh 
you ſhould know me, but fince it has ſo hap- 
pened, I hope your diſcretion may be de- 
pended on. I am here with my maſter, who 
is tranſacting ſome buſineſs that he wiſhes to 
keep ſecret, and I beg you will not mention 
D 4 | any 
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any thing about us at the hall.” Who I?” 


ſaid Philip, I aſſure you I am no tatler, but 


what is this ſecret buſineſs, an intrigue I ſup- 
| poſe?” A more ſerious matter by far,” 


replied Thomas, a duel.” © Hah!” ſaid 
the other, and when do the parties meet?“ 
« Ateight.o'clock to-morrow morning,” an- 
ſwered Thomas. And where,” aſked Phi- 
lip. Three miles off, at the race ground,” 
ſaid Thomas, and young Hopton is to be 
my maſter's ſecond ; but for heaven's ſake, 
Philip, don't ſay a word.” Not J indeed,” 
returned Philip, “but I ſuppoſe the old gen- 
tleman ſuſpects it, for he is come home in 
great haſte, and all the ſervants of the houſe 
are diſperſed in queſt of your maſter.“ 


The ſtable- boy returning put an end to 
the converſation, and Philip returned home, 
while the faithful Thomas haſtened to ac- 
quaint his maſter with what had happened, 
and ſaid, if Philip ſhould betray us, Sir, it 
is of little conſequence, as the mention of a 


duel will ſo alarm your father, that he will di- 
rect 
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rect his purſuit to the ſuppoſed place of com- 


bat, and in the mean time you will be mar- 
ried. If Mr. Hopton has been obſerved: 
coming hither, I have fully accounted for it, 
by ſaying that he is to be your friend on this 
occaſion.” © And he is,” replied Henry, 
oraſping Thomas by the hand, © the very 
beſt of friends,” 


Philip did not arrive at the Hall 'till the 
family were gone to ſupper, and as he meant 
not to make his ſtory public, but to reſerve 
it entirely for his maſter's ear, he kept out of 
the way, till that gentleman retired to his 
dreſſing- room, where he attended and faith- 
fully related all that had paſſed between him 
and Thomas. Mr. Whitmore thanked him 
for his caution, in not making the diſcovery 
before his lady, or her father, and ſaid, 1 
will go myſelf to the ground at the appointed 


time, but any attempt to prevent the duel, by 


one of Mr. Marley's family, would be highly 
injurious to his honor; he muſt therefore take 
his chance, and I truſt in heaven he may eſ- 
Ds cape, 
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cape, for indeed, Philip, his death would be 
a ſad misfortune, his name would be extin&, 
and I am confident it would kill the worthy 
Sir Auguſtus, if not my dear wife, who dotes 
on her brother, but heaven, I hope, will fave 
us from ſuch miſery,” 


Mr. Whitmore diſmiſſed his ſervant with 
a countenance full of anxiety, but no ſooner 
was the door ſhut after Philip, than his fea- 
tures relaxed into a ſmile, and rubbing his 
hands together, in the ſatisfaction of his heart 
exclaimed, © All is well, my wiſhes zre ful- 
filled—a duel—not all—he is going to be 
married, and curſed be the tongue that for- 
bids the banns—it is very unlikely that his 
confidential ſervant would acquaint mine with 
the truth ; but even if he ſhould be engaged 
in a duel, it is my buſineſs to be ſilent; a 
kind bullet may befriend me, as well as a deed 
of inheritance, it would ſave me, beſides, a 
good deal of trouble, which I ſhall have in 
keeping up the old man's reſentment ; but 

| 1 
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] am to riſe early in the morning to prove 
my friendly ſolicitude for this dear brother.“ 


Mr. Whitmore retired to his repoſe, and 
according to his defign, got up at the ap- 
pointed time, and repaired to the field of bat- 
tle, where he remained for a full hour, but 
finding, (as he expected) no combatants ap- 
pear, he proceeded towards the village, at a 
little diſtance from which he perceived Henry 
and Edward taking leave of another young 


| gentleman, who was dreſſed in black and 


whoſe horſe was held by Thomas as he 
mounted, Mr. Whitmore had not now a 
doubt but that the marriage of Henry was 
concluded, for as the gentleman in black 


| paſſed him on the road, he diſcovered him to 


be a parſon. 


He went forward and ſaluted the friends, 
now brothers. Dear Mr. Marley,” faid 
he, «I am happy to ſee you; honeſt Philip, 


my man, had diſcovered this buſineſs, and 


made me very apprehenſive for your ſafety, 


D 6 but 
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but I hope all is now happily over.” „Per- 
fectly ſo,” replied Henry, with a ſmile, © 1 
am much obliged, and ſorry you ſhould ſuf- 
fer any anxiety on my account.“ Pray, 
Sir,” ſaid Mr. Whitmore, © ſhall J mention 
having ſeen you to Sir Auguſtus?” As you 
pleaſe, Sir,” replied Henry, © I have no wiſh 
to be concealed from my father, and when 
he is diſpoſed to admit that my days of child- 
hood are paſſed away, and can treat me as a 
man, I ſhall be happy to wait on him ; but as 
1 wiſh to fave both him and myſelf from any 
unbecoming ſituation, I will not viſit the 
Hall till invited thither, when 1 ſhall hope 
| for the reception which one gentleman has a 
right to. expect from another.” Mr. Whit- 
more ſaid, that he had no right to meddle in 
family diſputes, and would therefore be ſilent, 
but he was certain that Sir Auguſtus could not 
behave otherwiſe than as a gentleman. So 
ſaying, he wiſhed the new brothers a good 
morning, and returned to the Hall, where he 
found his lady and her father waiting break- 
faſt for him. 


When 
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When the repaſt was ended, Sir Auguſtus 
inquired of Mr. Whitmore where he had 
been. I have been in ſearch of Mr. Mar- 
ley, Sir,” faid he,“ and I have found him.“ 
« And where is he? Why did you not bring 
him with you?“ cried Sir Auguſtus impati- 
tiently. Dear Sir,” replied Mr. Whit- 
more, by what right ſhould I inſiſt on 
Mr. Marley's compliance with any thing. 

againſt his inclination? I aſked him to come 
indeed, but he would not 'till he receives an 
invitation from you, which he will conſider 
as an acknowledgment of returned friend- 
ſhip.” If he only waits for an invitation,“ 
faid Sir Auguſtus, as he rang for a ſervant, 

- © he ſhall have it immediately, but my future 


- 


n friendſhip depends on his acceding or not 
t. to certain terms.“ 

ot : 
0 The ſervant entered, and was directed by 
d Mr. Whitmore where to carry his maſter's 
0 compliments to Mr. Marley, deſiring to ſee 
bo him immediately. Henry obeyed his father's. 


mandate without delay, I am come, Sir, 
en ſaid 
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faid he, © according to your deſire, in the 
hope that my conduct with regard to Miſs 
Vernon is forgiven.” “Ah! Henry!” re- 
plied his father, „how have you diſappointed 
me, and injured yourſelf, by that raſh action, 
which no man in his ſenſes but you would 
have been guilty of ; what an amiable, what 
a lovely conſort, had I choſen for my ſon, 
how my heart rejoiced in the proſpect of 
his future happineſs, which ] fondly hoped 
was thus ſecured. Ah! Henry, how can you 
recompenſe me for this cruel diſappointment?” 


« Believe me, my dear father,” ſaid he, 
« ] would not for worlds, give you wilfully 
a moment's pain, but this was unavoidable, 
my fate would have it ſo, it was no fault of 
mine ; had you condeſcended to acquaint me 
with your deſigns one year ſooner, had I ſeen 
the charming Sophia before another, —— 
« Hold, for pity's fake,” cried Sir Auguſtus, 
torture me not with that hateful ſubject; 
offend not my ears with the name of her who 
has lured you from your duty, and wounded 


your 
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your father's peace.” © Pardon me, Sir,” 


replied Henry, «© I would not offend your 
ears, but give me leave to ſay, that the wo- 
man whoſe name you cannot bear to hear, is 
as lovely, as amiable (though not ſo rich) as 
the heireſs of Mr. Vernon, and, in one word, 
my heart has. choſen her, and cannot admit 
another.“ 


Sir Auguſtus ſtamped his foot with vio- 
lence, he ſeemed choaking with rage; for 
ſome moments he could not ſpeak, but at 
length, in a voice ſcarcely articulate, he ſaid, 
«In one word, Sir, if you do not ſucar never 
to make that woman your wife, I moſt ſo- 
lemnly renounce you.” Henry was greatly 
ſhocked and diſconcerted, he knew not what 
to ſay. © Dear Sir,” he cried, “you will 
ſurely retract this ſevere demand?” * Ne- 
ver,” replied Sir Auguſtus, © I ſwear by all 
that's facred.” Then, Sir,” cried Henry, 


e ſuch a promiſe would now be uſcleſs, ſince 
I am already married.” „Villain!“ ex- 
claimed Sir Auguſtus, giving him a blow with. 
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all his might, * take that, and quit my ſight 
for ever.” - 


Henry left the room in a moment, but had 
not time to ſhut the door, when hearing 
ſomething fall he returned, and found his fa- 
ther extended on. the floor, in a fit. He call- 
ed loudly for help, meſſengers were diſpatched 
for a phyſician, and in the utmoſt anguiſh: 
Henry waited his arrival; the convulſions, 
however, ceaſed in a ſhort time, and Sir Au- 
guſtus lay in a kind of ſtupor not very unlike 
death, for ſome time before the Doctor came, 
who inſtantly pronounced him to be in 
the utmoſt danger. The wretched. Henry 
was nearly. diſtracted, while Mrs. Whitmore 
cruelly upbraided him with the murder of his 
father, and drove him to the very verge of 
deſpair. What a bridal day was Henry's! 
How early did his puniſnment commence, 
for the firſt and only crime he ever commit- 
ted againſt parental authority. How ſeverely 
in thoſe dreadful moments of ſuſpenſe did 
he accuſe himſelf, how. ſincerely did he with 

to 


at 
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to recall that act which but a few hours be- 
fore he conſidered as neceſſary to the happi- 


neſe of his life, a life that he would now moſt 
willingly devote to the ſevereſt hardſhip, nay 
to annihilation, could he by it recall his fa- 
ther, and be relieved from the horrid appre- 
henſion of being the cauſe of his death. 


Sir Auguſtus continued dangerouſly ill for 
ſeveral days, during which time Henry con- 


tinued in the houſe, and watched in the 


chamber of his father. At length the old 


gentleman began to recover, and almoſt the 


firſt uſe he made of ſpeech was to inquire if 


Henry was there. Mr. Whi::nore, to whom 


the queſtion was addreſſed, replied, that he 
was, Tell him, then,” faid Sir Auguſtus, 
«that I command him to be gone, and never, 
as he would avoid my eternal curſe, preſume 
to appear in my preſence,” The wretched 
youth, who was in the room, without utter- 


ing a word, retired with precipitation, and 
quitted the houſe in an inſtant. With folded 


arms and his eyes bent on the earth, he walk - 
— 
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ed on, till ſtopped by Edward Hopton, who 
tapped him on the ſhoulder and ſaid, «© My 
Henry, I have been hovering about this 
place all day, in hopes of ſeeing you, but 
why do I ſee you thus.” „Oh! Edward,” 
he replied, throwing himſelf on the boſom of 
his friend, J am baniſhed from my father's 
houſe !”” he ſaid no more, but burſting into 
tears, thus lightened his oppreſſed heart. 


« My beſt Henry, my brother, cried 
Edward, be comiorted, and ſince it is im- 
poſſible to poſſeſs in this world happineſs 
without alloy, come and enjoy that portion 
which awaits. you: I have informed my fa- 
ther of your marriage, he will receive you 
with open arms, and ſhare with you that pa- 
ternal bleſſing which he beſtows on Lucy, 
who grieves at your long abſence.” The 


feelings of Henry, on this occaſion, were too 


powerful for expreſſion; he embraced his 


friend, and accompanied him to Mr. Hop- 


ton's; that worthy man received him with a 
benignant ſmile. Dear Marley,” ſaid he, 
| cc] 


«] am grieved that you have incurred the 


| diſpleaſure of your father; had I known your 


intentions I would have prevented it, but as 
it is, all the recompenſe in my power for 
what you have forfeited on my daughter's 
account I will make.“ Henry kiſſed his hand, 
«Sit down,” centinued Mr, Hopton, and 
liſten to me: I approve of Lucy's choice, 
and will give you the fortune I always in- 
tended for her; your father's unkindneſs 
makes me wiſh it was larger, as you itand the 
more in need of it, but my houſe is open to 
you at all times and the more you reſide in 
it the happier I ſhall think myſelf.“ * Beſt 


of fathers and of men,” exclaimed Henry, 
«what ſhall I fay in return to this unmerited 


kindneſs.” „ Say nothing, my dear boy,” 
replied Mr. Hopton, © but hear me out, and 


then you ſhall ſee your wife. When I left 


off buſineſs I found myſelf poſſeſſed of fifty 
thouſand pounds, and four children, I accord- 
ingly divided my property into five equal 
portions, I gave my eldeſt daughter ten thou- 
land, and beſtowed her on a worthy young 

Se man, 
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amiable children to inherit it after me.“ Mr, 
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man, who was ſtrongly attached to her, and 
makes the beſt of huſbands; I allotted equal 
| fortunes to my other girls, thus was thirty 
thouſand diſpoſed of; with ten more I pur- 

chaſed this eſtate for my ſon, and my wife or 
J, which ever is the ſurvivor, will have the 
uſe of the remaining ten during life, and then 
eight thouſand of it is to be divided between 
my children, or if heaven fo ordains it, their 
heirs; the other two thouſand I have deſtined 
to a charitable purpoſe, as ſome acknowledg- 
ment of my gratitude to the Almighty, for 
all thoſe bleſſings he has vouchſafed to beſtow 
on me, in giving proſperity to my honeſt en- 
deavours to acquire a fortune, and giving me 


Hopton ceaſed, and Henry began to pour 
out his thanks and praiſes, when he was in- 
terrupted by Edward, who aſked his father 
for permiſſion to introduce the bride, * By 
all means,” ſaid Mr, Hopton, it is time J 
ſhould reſign my authority.“ 


Edward 


al 


vard 
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Edward diſappeared, and in a few minutes 
returned with Lucy, who flew to the arms of 
her huſband ; Mrs. Hopton and Belinda ſoon 
after made their appearance, and welcomed 
Henry as a fon and brother. The wedded 
pair then dropped on their knees, and re- 
ceived the united bleſſings of their worthy 


parents, who alternately embraced them; a 


ſcene of general congratulation enſued, and 


Henry felt the firſt gleam of joy that had 
reached his heart ſince he had parted with Lucy 


at the altar. Mr. Hopton thought proper to 
inquire into the legality of the marriage, that 
in caſe there was any flaw it might be imme- 


dately rectified; but of this he was fatisfied 


by Edward, who had conducted the whole 
proceeding, and informed him, that the cere- 
mony was performed by Mr. Wilſon, a col- 
lege friend of his and Henry's, who hap j 
pened to be in the neighbourhood on a viſit, 
and had obained pernuſſion from the Curate 
of the Pariſh, to officiate on the occaſion, 
hey not wiſhing to confide their ſecret to 
that gentleman, leſt, as an acquaintance to 


both 
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both families, he might think proper to fruſ- 

trate their deſign ; they had got a certificate 
from Mr. Wilſon, but as they at that time 
meant to keep the affair ſecret till Sir Au- 
guſtus ſhould be in a better diſpoſition to re- 
ceive the news of his ſon's marriage, they for- 
bore to regiſter the tranſaction on the church 
book. And who were preſent?” aſked 


Mr. Hopton. Edward replied, Belinda, 


Thomas, the ſervant of Henry, and myſelf.” | 


«< Ah! Belinda,” ſaid Mr. Hopton, © was this 
well done?” „My dear father, cried ſhe, 
« pardon me, what could I do? I could not 
ſuffer Lucy to go alone, and (trembling as 
ſhe was in every joint) face the awful ſcene 
unſupported by the preſence of a female 
friend.“ It muſt be owned, child,” ſaid he, 
« that your motives were very tender ones, 
and as I am in a forgiving mood, I ſhan't 
Except you from the general pardon.” 


Henry thus received into the boſom of an 
amiable family, and bleſſed beyond meaſure 
in the delicate affection of his adored Lucy, 

Was 


bon 
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was ſoon reitored to his natural tranquillity 
of mind, his temper, which was chearful, met 
with nothing here to ruffle it, peace and har- 
mony {ſmiled around him, love and friendſhip 
united to chaſe away all fad reflections on the 
paſt, and to compleat his felicity, the faithful 
Thomas brought him every morning from 
Marley Hall, a particular account of his fa- 
ther's returning health, who was in a ſhorter 
time than could have been expected, able to 
quit his chamber and take the air, attended 
by his dutiful and affectionate darg'tter, or 
her equally atcentive huſband, whom ſome of 
the domeſtics, with ſorrow, informed Tho- 
mas, had gained a great aſcendancy over their 
old maſter, no ways to their advantage, and 
they feared highly prejudicial to their dear 
Mr. Henry. This intelligence, however, 
Thomas thought proper to keep to himſelf, 
as he ſaw no remedy, and would not give his 
maſter unneceſſary pain. 


Mr. Hopton preſented his ſon-in-law with 
bonds for ten thouſand pounds, and he in re- 
turn 
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turn made a very handſome ſettlement on 


his wife, which the eſtate of Sir Auguſtus 


could amply afford; all parties were well 
pleaſed with each other, the time paſſed plea- 


fantly away, and Henry in the fulneſs of 


conjugal felicity, in a ſhort time ceaſed to feel, 
or to lament that he was baniſhed from his 


father's houſe : But his happineſs was too per- 


fect to be of long duration, and though in the 
poſſeſſion of ſuch friends, and ſuch a wife, it 
was impoſſible totally to deprive him of it, 
yet from the malignity of his family it re- 
ceived many checks. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


OON as the health of Sir Auguſtus was 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, the entire atten- 
tion of his daughter and her huſband was en- 
gaged in finding out amuſement for him; to 
divert his mind, as much as poſſible, from 
dwelling on the object that diſquieted it. Mr. 


Whitmore beſought him to uſe the exerciſe of 


riding, which was both healthful and amuſing, 
and much preferable to a carriage. © I can- 
not, dear Whitmore,” ſaid he, I know you 


will think my reaſon a fooliſh one, but I can- 


not help it; in the carriage I lean back, and 
paſs along without noticing any thing; on 
VOL, 1. ; horſe- 


x 
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| horſeback I could not do fo, and ſhould my 


eyes encounter Henry Marley, I know not 


what might happen: Oh! my ſon, dear cruel 


Henry, how could you forſake me, how could 


vou wring my heart.” Highly alarmed by 


theſe expreſſions, Mr, Whitmore could not 
remain filent, and aſſuming an appearance 
of reſentment, he exclaimed, © how indeed 
could he wound the peace of ſuch a father? 
But his heart was hardened. I could not have 
believed him capable of ſuch determined 


cruelty, had I not witneſſed it. Dear Sir, it 


is the firſt time I have taken the liberty of 
ſpeaking on this ſubject, and would not now, 


put that I cannot bear to ſee you ſo affficted 


for the loſs of one, who could behold you 


_- ſtruggling with death, and yet adhere to his 


purpoſe, for he was not married at the time 


he told you ſo (I ſuppoſe to ſilence all impor- 


tunity) the ceremony was not performed till 


the day after he left this houſe.” © Good 


God!“ cried Sir Auguſtus, © what deliberate 


wickedneſs; he was reſolved on my deitruc- 
tion, but I will diſappoint im; I may yet 


— 1 
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live long enough to make him feel the loſs 


of my protection never will forgive him, 
let me now endeavour to forget him.” For 
this laudable purpoſe a crowd of company 
was invited to Marley Hall, where the name 
of Henry was no longer mentioned, a num- 
'ber of engagements were formed for dinners, 
balls, and parties of pleaſure in the country, 
or on the water; Sir Auguſtus found him- 


ſelf immerſed in diſſipation, Mrs. Whitmore : 
_ diſplayed her taſte for grandeur in the parade 
attending her entertainments, and her huſ- 


band anticipated the completion of all his 
wiſhes, 1n the hints Sir Auguſtus gave of ta- 


king ſteps toward diſinheriting his fon, 


Such unaccuſtomed feſtivity taking place 


of the filent pomp that was wont to reign at 
Marley Hall, was a ſubject of much ſurpriſe 
to many people, but of real affliction to 
Henry, who ſaw irito the cauſe of it, and felt 
the ſincereſt regret for having cauſed his fa- 
ther a ſorrow, that required ſuch an exertion 
to ſhake off, while it proved to him the im- 
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probability of ever being able to overcome 
ſo fteady a reſentment, as that, which could 
effect ſo material a change in the favorite 
and long eſtabliſhed mode of living Sir Au- 
guſtus had before purſued. This reflection 
embittered his joys, and drew ſighs from him 
even in the arms of his Lucy, whoſe gentle 
boſom participated in his affliction, while ſhe 


exerted all the power of love to ſooth him 


into peace. The fond efforts of Mrs. Marley 
could not fail to alleviate the ſorrows of her 
adoring huſband, who often, to avoid com- 


municating pain to her, would conceal thoſe 


pangs which were every day revived by ſome 
expreſſion of his father's, induſtriouſly for- 
warded to him by his ſiſter; or ſome new 
proof of the growing influence of Whitmore, 
which evidently appeared in the inſolent au- 
thority he aſſumed over the domeſtics ; many 
of whom he took occaſion to turn off, and 
replace with others whom he had choſen him- 


ſelf, and who appeared to be mote his than 


the ſervants of Sir Auguſtus. | 


But 


ut 
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But, though Henry concealed/the cauſe; 


the effect was too viſible to eſcape the obſer- 


vation of his friends. Mr. Hopton queſtioned 
him, and he was too ſincere to deny that the 


depreſſion of ſpirits under which he labonred 


proceeded from the many proofs he received 


of his father's unabated reſentment, and ſtern 


perſeverance in rejecting every conceſſion 


which duty and filial tenderneſs had prompted 


him to offer, while the crafty Whitmore was 
careſſed, and lorded it in the manſion of his 
anceſtors, whence be was for ever baniſhed. 
© Theſe painful circumſtances,” he added, 
© have confirmed me in the reſolution of 
quitting this part of the country, where no- 
thing leſs than the fear of giving pain to my 
beloved Lucy, by ſeparating her from friends 
ſo dear, ſhould have ſo long detained me.” 
« Whatever pain my ſweet girl may ſuffer 
on that occaſton,” rephed Mr. Hopton, 
* will, I am confident, ſoon give place to the 
ſatisfaction her affectionate heart will expe- 
rience in beholding you reſtored to tranquil- 
lity, which, to deal candifly with you, my 
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ſon, muſt not, I fear, be hoped for while you 
remain in the vicinity of Marley Hall, dearly 
therefore as I value your ſociety I cannot but 


approve of your removal hence, though I 


could not bring myſelf to propoſe it to you; 
but fince it is your own wiſh, and that we 
agree in opinion, let me now hear what plan 
you purpole to purſue, that I may render you. 
all the aſſiſtance in my power.“ 


Henry, after expreſſing his acknowledg- 
ments for the paternal affection of Mr. Hop- 
ton, proceeded to unfold his intentions, which 
were to depart immdiately for London, re- 
new his intimacy with ſome young noblemen 
who at that time reſided there, and had been 
his ſchool fellows, and through the intereſt of 
one or two of them, who were connected with 
the miniſtry, ſolicit a place at court, which, if 
he ſucceeded, would, by giving him conſtant 
employment, not only detach his thoughts 


from the object of his diſquiet, but afford 


him more ample means of ſupport than what 
he already * being no more than the 
intereſt 
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| intereſt of his wife's fortune, his own annual 


allowance on the family eſtate not having 
been paid at the uſual time, nor by him de- 


manded. Mr. Hopton was pleaſed with the 
active ſpirit evinced by Henry, in chooſing; 
rather to owe his ſupport to his own exertions: 
than to the friendſhip of his wife's family, or 


the pride of his own, which, though at pre- 
ſent offended at the ſuppoſed indignity of be- 


ing allied to an obſcure race, would, he be- 


lie ved, be equally hurt at its heir being re- 


duced to indigence, and would therefore act 
in the place of natural affection, in ſhielding: 


him from all danger of ſuch a calamity. 


Theſe ideas, however, Mr. Hopton thought 
proper to conceal, and having given the 
ſanction of his approbation to the plan laid 
before him, Henry prepared to put it in im- 


mediate execution. The moſt ready acqui- 
eſcence on the part of Lucy followed the firſt 
and ſlighteſt intimation of her huſband's 
wiſhes, and though ſhe wept at parting with 
her parents and her ſiſter, yet when he placed 
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himſelf beſide her in the carriage which con- 
veyed them away, and beſought her to be 
comforted, ſhe turned her teapful eyes on his 
loved countenance and wept no more. Ed- 
ward Hopton accompanied his brother and 
ſiſter to London, and conducted them to the 
houſe of Mr. Fenwick, the huſband of his 


elder ſiſter, where they were received with : 
the utmoſt cordiality, and in compliance wich 
the warm ſolicitations of the young merchant ; 
and his amiable wife, continued till a laſting 5 
friendſhip was cemented between them; and » 
Henry's views leading him to the other end P 
of the town, he thought it would be more eli- le 

gible to reſide there; accordingly after ſpend- 
ing ſeveral days very happily in the city, he | 
removed to elegant lodgings in the neigh- . 
bourhood of St. James's, where he could with o 
more propriety receive the viſits of his noble thi 
friends, all of whom readily accepted of his wi 
Invitations, and profeſſed themſelves moſt rie 
happy in meeting with, and being re- united 15 
FB to, their dear Marley, for whom they would nf 
| | do every thing that was in their power. The tha 


5 perſon 
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perſon on whom Henry placed his greateſt 
reliance, contrary to his expectations, was the 
leaſt warm in his profeſſions; he promiſed 
little, but what Lord Stanmore promiſed he 
always meant to perform, and Henry was moſt 
aoreeably ſurpriſed at receiving a letter from 
his Lordſhip, containing an appointment to a 
very honorable as well as lucrative poſt, and 
a card, intimating that he and Lady Stan- 
more would do themſelves the pleaſure of 
perſonally congratulating Mr. and Mrs, Mar- 


ley in the evening. 


The noble viſitors came, and the ſatisfac- 
tion of Henry was highly augmented on re- 
cogniſing in the perſon of Lady. Stanmore. 
the lovely and accompliſhed Miſs Vernon, 
who profeſſed herſelf a great admirer and 
friend of Lucy, and kindly undertook to in- 
troduce her into the circles of faſhion—She 
informed Henry, in anſwer to his queſtions, 
that ſhortly after ſhe had ſeen him laſt, her 
health very rapidly declining, ſhe was ad- 
viſed to try the air of France, which had a 
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very happy effect; that there, on his return 
from the grand tour, ſhe met:Lord Stanmore, 


and was ſo fortunate as to pleaſe him; they 


travelled home together, where being arrived, 
with the approbation of his father, he made 
ſuch propoſals to her's as were readily ac- 
cepted, and in a few weeks ſhe became Lady 
Stanmore. 


The unabated affection of her huſband 
joined to the tender ſolicitude of her ſiſter, 
and the friendſhip of the charming Lady 
Stanmore, rendered Lucy perfectly happy 
and Henry now poſſeſſed of affluence, a wife 
he adored, and a cheerful circle of acquaint- 
ance, knew not diſquiet, ſave now and then, 
that te remembrance of a dear and offended 


parent croſſed his thoughts, and drew a fig 


of fond regret from his otherwiſe happy bo- 
ſom. Smoothly the time paſſed on till Henry 
became a father, when tranſported with joy 
he claſped the lovely infant in his arms, named 
it Auguſtus, and in the fulneſs of his delight 


wrote to acquaint his father of the happy 
event, 


ble 
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event, and beſeech his paternal bleſſing for 
the unoffending babe. To this letter, how- 
ever, no other attention was paid than to re- 


turn it in a blank cover, and Henry received. 
it as the final period to all his hopes of recon- 
cilliation. | 


Before the young Auguſtus was twelve 
months old his father had occaſion for all his 
infantine careſſes, joined to the tender ſooth- 


ings of his mother, to ſoften the unfortunate 


circumſtance of the loſs of the entire ſum be- 
ſtowed on him by Mr. Hopton, as his Lucy's. 


fortune, the perſon in whoſe. hands it was 
having firſt loſt his whole property at play, 


and then put an end to his exiſtence. This 


blow was ſeverely felt by Henry, who now 
ſaw his. only dependance in his place under 


the government, than which he well knew, 
nothing was more precarious, and even ſhould. 


his friends continue in favor, on which con- 
tingency his fortune reſted, his life was un- 
certain, he might be taken off, and his wife 


and child in that caſe would be left to depend. 
E.6 | for. 
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for their ſubſiſtence on the bounty of her 
friends, till the death of Sir Auguſtus Marley, 
whoſe health was good, and whoſe life he 
moſt ſincerely wiſhed a long continuance of, 
be his own diſtreſſes ever ſo ſevere. | 


Another year paſſed on and Henry ftill 
was happy; the loſs he had ſuſtained was yet 
but ſlightly felt, his wife and boy were well, 
his friends kind and fincere ; but even now 
the ſevereſt ſtroke of unrelenting fate hung 
ſuſpended over his devoted head, and, when 
it fell, deſtroyed his peace for ever. The 
period was approaching that was expected 
to make an addition to his little family: Lucy 
looked forward to the event with trembling 
anxiety, which, however, ſne concealed from 
her beloved, leſt he ſhould catch her fears 


the painful hour arrived, ſhe gave birth to 


two females, and inſtantly expired. 


The grief of Henry is beyond deſcription, 
it was unbounded as his love, and full as per- 
mancnt— the luckleſs infants, whoſe misfor- 
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not only neglected but totally forgotten by 
their remaining parent, and ſeemed on the 
point of rejoining their mother, when the 
ſight of them in ſo forlorn and helpleſs a 
ſtate awakened in the breaſt of Mrs. Fen- 
wick ſenſations nearly maternal; ſhe had them 
« conveyed to her houſe, where they were 
provided with every neceflary their delicate 
; ſtate required by their tender aunt, who found 
ſome alleviation of her ſorrow in the taſk ſhe 
had allotted herſelf of foſtering them; her firſt 
care was to have them baptized, and know- 


what names they ſhould be called, without 


_ grandmothers; the firſt Alicia, the ſecond 
Lucy. Mrs. Fenwick had the ſatisfaction in 
a ſhort time of ſeeing her efforts for the pre- 
ſervation of her children, as ſhe ever called 
them, attended with ſucceſs, they improved 


MN, daily in ſtrength, and at the termination of a 
er- year gave promiſe of extreme beauty. 
or- | | 


nes Mean- 


tunes commenced with their extſtence, were 


ing how immaterial 1t was to their father by 


conſulting him, ſhe had them named afterboth 
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Mean while the unhappy Henry abſorbed 
in ſorrow, and incapable of attending to the 
duties of his employment, retired with his 
ſon to the country, to indulge his melancholy 


without. reſtraint or interruption, and his place: 


being conſidered as vacant, was ſoon filled 
up by another, which left him totally deſtitute. 
of ſupport. For ſome time he was equally” 
ignorant and careleſs of this circumſtance, 
but when all his ready caſh was expended, 
and he knew not where or how to obtain a 
ſupply, he was ſeriouſly routed and alarmed ;. 
he ſnatched his boy wildly to his breaſt, ex- 
claiming, Oh! my child, what ſhall I do to 
procure you bread, whither ſhall I carry you?” 
Carry me home to our own houſe,” replied 
the boy, © there's bread enough there.” Do 
you adviſe me, deareſt babe?“ cried he, it 
is the voice of an angel, and I muſt obey it.“ 


Henry immediately returned to London, 
and after adjuſting his domeſtic affairs, ſet 
about ſoliciting another place at court, which 
had juſt been vacated by the death of the poſ- 
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ſtſſor, but numberleſs difficulties aroſe; his 
worthy and active friend, Lord Stanmore, had 


been two years abſent as ambaſſador at a fo- 


reign court, and Henry was not in a ſtate of 
mind to render all thoſe minute attentions 


which are expected by people in power, who 


have favors to beſtow. In ſhort, after having 
received ſome equivocal promiſes, he was 


finally diſappointed, and he found himſelf un- 
provided for, and in actual diſtreſs; the rela- 


tions of his wiſe were all ready to receive him 


with open arms, their houſes and tables he 


had free liberty to uſe as he pleaſed, but their 
kindneſs could reach no further; and, to his 


own family he ſcorned to make any applica- 
tion. 


Thus circumſtanced was Henry Marley 
when he received intelligence of Lord Stan- 
more's appointment to the government of 
Madraſs, and the idea of accompanying him 
thither inſtantly occurred; he accordingly 
wrote to his friend, acquainting him with his 
deſire, and received an immediate anſwer, 

couched 
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couched in the moſt affectionate terms, and 
requeſting him to tranſact ſome neceſſary 
buſineſs in England, and then, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, join his Lordſhip: at the Cape of Good 


Hope, he, with his Lady and ſuit, being al- 


ready embarked, and.about to ſail. Highly 
gratified by the ſucceſs of his application, 


Henry prepared for his departure with an air 


of cheerfulneſs which inſpired his friends with 
the hope that his melancholy was beginning 
to ſubſide, and would, when he was aided by 
change of ſcene and employment, be en- 
tirely diſſipated. Under the care of Edward 


Hopton, who had been ſome time married, 
he placed his darling Auguſtus, with a charge, 
in caſe he ſhould not return, to preſent him 


to his grandfather, as the laſt remaining prop 


of his name and nonors. In that light, 
ſaid Henry, if in no other, he will appear 


an object of ſome conſequence to my cruel 
father, but let him not ever ſee my lovely 
fellow till you are certain that I am no more; 
till then I commit him entirely to you, my 
friend,” Henry had never ſeen his daugh- 

| ters, 
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ters, the event which ſucceeded their birth 
having made every recollection of them ſo 
painful to him, that whenever he thought of 
viſiting them his affliction returned with ſuch 
force as to deprive him of the power of ful- 
filing his purpoſe ; now, however, he conſi- 
dered it a duty not to be diſpenſed with (on 
leaving his native country perhaps for ever) 
to ſee and beſtow on them all he had to give, 
a father's bleſſing. 


The interview was not fo painful as he had 
apprehended; he claſped the {miling infants 
to his boſom, and wept till his ſwollen heart 
was lightened of its ſad oppreſſive weight, he 


then began to contemplate their features, and 


in thoſe of her named Lucy, fancied he be- 
held the beauties of her mother begin to 
dawn, but this exiſted only in his fancy, for 
both were equally lovely, and bore ſo ſtrong 
a reſemblance to each other, that their aunt 
and nurſes alone could diſtinguiſh one from 
the other: On his knees with one on each 


arm, Henry addreſſed the Almighty in their 


behalf, 
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behalf, and beſought for them his bleſſing and 
protection, then preſenting them to Mrs. 


Fenwick, who ſtood weeping by. Oh! 


Charlotte, he cried, „continue to be a mo- 
ther to them, and though I cannot, heaven 
will reward you.” © Believe me,” ſhe re- 
plied, © my dear Henry, my affection for them 
is as ſtrong as if I was ſo in reality, and ſince 
heaven has not bleſſed me with offspring of 
my own, I truſt theſe babes will ſupply to 
me that deficiency, and be the comfort of 


my latter days.” Henry would have ſpoken. 


but tears ſtopped his. utterance, he therefore 
affectionately embraced the amiable ſiſter of 
his Lucy, and departed immediately for the 
Downs, where lay the ſhip which was to con- 
vey him to the Cape, the wind was fair and 
all in readineſs for failing, he graſped the hand 


of Edward Hopton, who would not quit him. 


till the laſt moment that he could be permitted 
to remain on board be careful of my boy,” 


was all he could articulate, the veſſel failed, 


but never was heard of more. 
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Time paſſed away and no tidings of Henry 
arrived in England; at length the packet 


which conveyed Lord Stanmore and his ſuit 


to India returned, and brought a letter from 
his Lordſhip to Edward Hopton, filled with 
the moſt painful apprehenſions for the fate of 
his friend, and concluding with the vague 
hope that ſome fortunate circumſtance had 


interferred to detain him in his native land, 
for the general opinion was, that the ſhip in 


which he was to ſail had foundered on the 
voyage. This ſeemed too true to admit of 
any doubt, it was imagined by every body to 
be the fact, the ſhip was given up as loſt, and 
hope was baniſhed from the breaſt of Ed- 
ward, 


Deeply morning the father's fate he failed 
not in his attention to the ſon, whoſe orphan 
{tate he conſidered as giving him a ſtronger 
claim on his affect ions, and the young Au- 
guſtus being now at an age to receive tie 
firft rudiments of education, Edward thought 


it the proper time to obey the injunctions of 


His 
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his lamented friend, by preſenting the boy to 
his grandfather ; he accordingly ſet out with 
him, in a chaiſe, for Marley Hall. When 
arrived at the gate, which was thrown open 
by an old man, who had been porter for many 
years, Edward inquired for Sir Auguſtus, and 
being informed that he was at home, he left 
the child in the carriage, and entering the 
hall gave his name to a ſervant, who con- 
_ ducted him into a room, and went to acquaint 
his maſter with the arrival of a viſitor. 


Edward was not long waiting when Mr, 
Whitmore appeared, and with great form- 
ality delivered a meſſage from Sir Auguſtus, 
1mporting that he was much indiſpoſed, which 
deprived him of the pleaſure he ſhould have 
in perſonally receiving Mr. Hopton's viſit, 
and requeſting that gentleman to deliver any 
commands he had for him to his unworthy 
ſubſtitute. * I am much concerned,“ ſaid 
Edward, “ for the indiſpoſition of Sir Auguſ- 
tus, and diſappointed in not being admitted 
to his preſence; he once honored me with 

a 
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his friendſhip, for which I would now make 
a moſt grateful return; I would adminiſter a 
cordial to his drooping ſpirits, which I make 
no doubt would be more efficacious in re- 


ſtoring him to health than all the power of 


medicine, perhaps on thoſe terms I may be 
admitted ; or at leaſt my fellow traveller, who 
waits abroad.“ „ ſhall be happy, Sir, re- 
plied Mr. Whitmore, in bearing your 


wiſhes and thoſe of your companion, to Sir 


Auguſtus, which yet I fear will be out of his 
power to comply with at preſent, though he 
may appoint ſome future day for that pur- 


poſe, who therefore, ſhall I ſay has accom- 


pamied Mr. Hopton ?”” „His grandſon,” 
returned Edward, Auguſtus Marley.” 


Whitmore turned pale, he caft a fearful 
glance on Edward, whoſe intelligent eye fixed 
ſteadily on his counterance, informed him 
pretty plainly, that he was no ſtranger to 
what paſſed within him at the moment. This 
conviction had as ſtrong an effect on his com- 
plexion in the other extreme, and deeply 
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94 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 
bluſhing, he faltered out, indeed, Sir, 1 
am afraid, upon my honor I dread, though! 
ſhould rejoice mightily to do any thing in 
my power, but in the ſtate Sir Auguſtus is 
at preſent, it may be dangerous to revive 
matters that have already deeply wounded 
his peace.” © Sir,” cried Edward, „ thoſe 
unhappy circumſtances that once diſturbed 
tle pcace of Sir Auguſtus, no longer exiſt; 
that union he lamented is finally diſſolved, 
and the amiable luckleſs pair who formed it 
in oppoſition to him, gone to account for i: 
at an higher tribunal; it is time, therefore, 
for all reſentment to ſubſide, and for Sir 
Auguſtus to render back to the ſon all that 
afﬀettion, of which the father was defrauded, 
I therefore requeſt, Sir, that you will an- 
nouace to Sir Auguſtus, the arrival of his 
grandſon, the repreſentative of Henry Mar- 
ley, and, however he may be received at pre- 
ſ-nt, the future and undoubted heir of theſe 
domains.” „ will comply with your deſire, 
Mr. Hopton,” replied Mr. Whitmore, “ but 
: I 
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I will not flatter you with hopes of ſucceed- 


4 - 52 
ing as you wilh. 


He accordingly retired, and ſoon return- 


ing, declared that Sir Auguſtus Marley had 


poſitively refuſed to ſee the child, or to liſten 
to any thing on ſo diſagreeable a ſubject, and 
therefore declined the honor of any future 


viſit from Mr. Hopton, unleſs he ſhould be 
indebted for it to ſome other cauſe,” 1 
have no other motive for entering his houſe,” 
{aid Edward, but this one, he need not fear 
therefore, that I will repeat a viſit ſo Ul re- 
ceived; but, before I go, return to him once 


more, tell him, the infant heir of Marley Hall 


needs not the ſhelter of its walls to ſcreen 
him from diſtreſs, he has kind and able friends 
who will cheriſh him, and manifeſt to the 
world, that the ion of Henry Marley might 
link into obſcurity and want if he was not 
alſo the ſon of Lucy Hopton; tell him, 
moreover, that two females, who bear the 
name of Marley, are equally the care of their 
mother's family, and promiſe well to add thoſe 
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95 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 
feminine honors to his houſe, which it at pre- 
ſent lacks.” 


This glance at his wife Mr. Whitmore 


could not miſunderſtand, though not being a 
fighting man, and with all pretty well aſſured 
of the truth of the aſſertion, he did not think 


proper to reſent it very warmly, and only 


replied, © though I admire your zeal for the 
intereſt of that part of the Marley family 
which 1s allied to your's, I can by no means 
approve of your reflections, on the remainder, 
nor does it become me to liſten to them 


without giving ſuch a proof of that diſappro- 


bation as might perhaps be a degradation to 
the Hon. Charles Whitmore, while 1t added 
another item to the accumulating honors of 


Mr. Hop:on.” So ſaying, he inſtantly re- 


tired with a moſt profound bow. © Hold!” 
cried Edward, as he ſtalked towards the door, 


have yet more to add, but Whitmore 


heeded him not. Wretch,” exclaimed 


Edvard, go then, and ſcreen your coward 


ſoul beneath the evil of family honors, woven 
perhaps 
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perhaps ſome centuries paſt by thoſe who 


would bluſh to own you as a deſcendant.” 


Edward haſtened to the carriage where he 


had left his little charge, whom he found 
prattling to the old porter, who had opened 
the carriage to careſs him. 1 thought, 
Sir,” faid he to Edward, that this ſweet boy 
was your's, but he has gladdened my heart 
by telling me his name is Marley.” Tes, 
rephed Edward, © but that circumſtance is 
not ſo powerful as to gain him entrance here.” 
«What!” cried the porter, © muſt: he then 
go away?” © Even fo,” faid Edward, ſtep- 
ping into the chaiſe. © Oh! God, Oh! God,” 
exclaimed the old man, claſping his hands, 
and burſting into tears, © why have I lived 
to witneſs ſuch a ſight? — Maſter Henry 8 


ſon turned from this oate!' „The time will 


come, my honeſt friend, ſaid Edward, 
* when he ſhall enter it, to the confuſion of 
thoſe who cloſe it on him now.” * God 
lend, God ſend,” returned the old man, «1 
know well enough who your honor means, 
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and there are many beſide me who would 
rejoice to fee pride humbled. Oh! my young 
Maſter,” he continued, and kiſſed the hand 
of Auguſtus, © I ſhall be laid low before this 
place is your's, but the Lord in heaven bleſs 
you, and make you like your dear father.” 


Auguſtus was at this period ſix years of 
age, too young to feel the unkindneſs of the 
repulſe, too old to forget it; his affectionate 
uncle fulfilled at once the duties of parent 
and preceptor to him, 'till he was qualified 
to enter Eton ſchool, whither he was ſent, 
properly equipped, and ſupplied with every 
thing neceſſary to diſtinguiſh a boy of rank 
and fortune. Mrs. Fenwick was not leſs 
ca: eful of her beauteous charge, and the lovely 
twins, now four ycars old, were advancing 
rapidly in all thoſe accompliſhments that 
were ſuited to their age and ſex. Old Mr. 
Hopton, who had been for ſome time de- 
clining, in a very ſhort time after Auguſtus 
had been entered at Eton, ended a long and 
well ſpeat life, univerſally lamented ; ſhortly 
after 
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after which melancholy event another {till 
more ſo, as being leſs expected, happened, in 


the death of the amiable Mrs. Fenwick, the 


kind protectreſs of the hapleſs orphans, who, 
deprived of her truly maternal care, were re- 


moved intothe country, to be.under the eye of 


their grandmother, and their ſurviving aunt, 
Belinda, the latterof whom remained withthem 
but a year, when, having married an Iriſh 
gentleman, of good fortune, ſhe went to re- 
fide with him in his native country. Thus 
were Alicia and Lucy Marley left with their 
grandmother in the deepeſt ſolitude, which 


was only enlivened by the vacation viſits of 


their brother, whom Mr. Hopton punctually 
conducted to them on thoſe occaſions, 
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* 


CHAP. v. 


NOTHING remarkable occurred in the 
family of Marley for ſeveral years, Au- 
guſtus purſued his ſtudies with avidity, and 
was at an early age conſidered as one of the 
moſt accompliſhed youths at Eton College; 
while his ſiſters, under the inſpection of their 
venerable grandmother, improved in every 


grace of form, and excellence of mind, and 


charmed at once the eye and underſtanding, 
by uniting with great ' perſonal beauty the 
moſt graceful ſimplicity of manners ; for the 
retirement in which they lived ſecured them 


from acquiring that frivolous affectation ſo 


prevalent 
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prevalent in the behaviour of young girls 


more publicly and faſhionably educated, while 
the care of their uncle conveyed to them, by 
a pleaſing courſe of lectures, the more ſolid 
and eſſential branches of intellectual know- 
ledge, which beſide rendering them eſtimable 
companions in the opinion of all rational peo- 
ple, inſpired them with a proper degree of 
confidence in themſelves, and effectually pre. 
cluded that awkward baſhfulnefſs with which 
the uninformed female mind (if innocent) is 
generally depreſſed. 


Such were the lovely orphans, theſe in- 
tereſting aliens to the Houſe of Marley. The 
ſtrong perſonal reſemblance which grew up 
between the ſiſters, was equally apparent in 
their diſpoſitions, and continued till they at- 
tained the age of ſixteen, when an incident 


ſeemingly trivial, cauſed the firſt viſible 


change, and gave a penſive caſt to the natu- 
rally ſerious mind of Alicia, During a ſum- 
mer vacation, which Auguſtus ſpent, as uſual, 
with his ſiſters, they frequently went on horle- 

F 3 back 
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back to viſit Mr. Hopton, who lived but a 
few miles diſtant from the ſmall but elegant 
retreat which his mother had choſen as her 
reſidence, on his father's death, declaring her- 
ſelf unable to bear the ſcene of her former 
happineſs, now become irkſome, when no 
longer endeared by the preſence of her be- 
loved huſband, ſhe therefore requeſted her 
ſon to exchange habitations with her, and 
Edward readily conſenting, ſhe went to that 
which he had purchaſed on his marriage, 
while he took poſſeſſion of the Manſion near 
Marley Hall. In one of thoſe excurſions 
to viſit their uncle, the young Marley's were 
met hy that gentleman, with his lady, and 
two little ſons, whom he took much pleaſure 
in training to an early knowledge in horſe- 
manſhip, and inviting his nieces and nephew 
to join him and lengthen their ride, Lucy 
and Avguſtus complied, while Alicia com- 
plained of the morning being too warm, and 
propoſed going forward to the houſe and 
waiting their return, which being agreed to, 
ſhe put in immediate execution. 


The 
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The ſeat of her grandfather had been quit- 
ted with regret by Alicia, and ſhe ever re- 
turned to it with pleaſure, feeling a degree 


of veneration for every apartment it con- 


tained, and every walk with which it was ſur- 
rounded. On arriving and being quite alone, 
inſtead of entering the houſe, ſhe ſtrayed into 
a favorite ſhrubbery, and purſued a path 
which led into a beautiful wood, interſected 
with gravel walks, with whoſe various 
windings ſhe was well acquainted, After 
walking ſome time ſhe fat down, to indulge 
herſelf in the contemplation of objects dear 
and familiar to her, and falling into a a re- 
verie had remained a conſiderable time, when 
ſhe was rouſed by a voice calling on her 
name; ſhe ſtarted up and haſtened towards 
the ſound, calling, in her turn, ce js that Au- 
guſtus? “' ©« Yes,” replied the voice, © whi- 
ther have you led me, you rambler? I have 
been ſeeking you till I am quite tired, fo now 
find me, for I will not follow you a ſtep fur- 


ther.” She, Jaughing, removed ſome low 
branches which lay between them, and ſtoop- 
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ing under the trees, croſſed into another 
walk, where inſtead of her brother ſhe met 
an entire ſtranger ; mutually ſurpriſed they 
ſtood gazing on each other; the young gen- 


tleman (a youth of about nineteen) at length 


apologiſed, and faid, © I ſought another lady, 
Alicia Whitmore, whoſe name I fo loudly 
called and you replied to.” And 1,” re- 
turned Alicia bluſhing, © expected to meet 
my brother, when you anſwered to that of 
Auguſtus,” © It is a ſingular circumſtance 
enough,” ſaid he, and I muſt conſider it a 
happy one if you will permit me, in the place 
of the gentleman whoſe name I am fo fortu- 


nate as to bear, to conduct you out of this 


labyrinth.” Fou are very obliging, Sir,” 
replied Alicia, © but I find it unneceſſary to 
treſpaſs ſo far on your kindneſs, as I am per- 
fectly acquainted with the intricacies of this 
wood]; beſide you ſhould remember that the 
hdy whom you ſought is alſo emboſomed in 
theſe ſhades, and perhaps has need of your 
aſſiſtance.” Pardon my preſumption,” 
cried he, in hoping that my offer might be 

accepted 


le 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 105 


accepted, and think not unfavorably of me if 
while indulging thoſe hopes I for a moment 
forgot a ſiſter.” He then politely took his 
leave, and turned into another walk, while 
Alicia deeply ruminating on her adventure, 
moved flowly toward her uncle's. 


The impreſſion which the agreeable 
ſtranger made on her mind was not to be 
obliterated, ſhe thought of him continually, 
ſhe even dreamed of him, and fpeaking 
to her ſiſter, ſhe ſaid, J know not why 
the idea of this youth is ever preſent to my 
imagination, but I cannot forget him.” «You 
ſay he is handſome,” replied Lucy, „and 
that is the cauſe.” © No, ſaid Alicia, “ it 
is not the cauſe, his perſon has nothing ſo 
ſtrikingly handſome in it; he poſſeſſes not 
that graceful ſymmetry of form which ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſnes our Auguſtus, his 
cheek glows not with ſuch lively tints, nor 
does his eye expreſs ſuch fiery animation; 
yet is his form a pleaſing one; his eyes, tho” 
not brilliant, are black, and expreſſive of 

Fs ſtrong 
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ſtrong ſenſibility, while his pale brown com- 


plexion renders him the more intereſting, as 


it gives an appearance of indifferent health, 
which cannot fail to excite pity, at leaſt, in 
every ſuſceptible breaſt; it was the ſenſation 
J experienced when I looked on him, pro- 
bably for the laſt time, as his ſoft eye ſeemed 
to entreat my friendſhip.” „It was well, 
my dear ſiſter, replied Lucy, “that fo 
faſcinating 'an eye did not ſolicit ſome- 
thing more tender than meer friendſhip, as 
I fear you could ſcarcely reſiſt ſo perſuaſive 
a pleader.” 


The modeſt cheek of the fair Alicia was 
inſtantly ſuffuſed with a crimſon. bluſh, and 
Lucy fearful of having given her pains, felt 
equal if not greater embarraſſment, while with 
a tremulous accent ſhe cried, Dear Alicia, 
fogive any ill timed raillery, I meant not 
what I faid.” - © And yet,” replied Alicia, 
«] feel the juſtice of the reproof; how ſilly 
have I been to think and talk ſo much of this 


ſtranger, what is he to me that I ſhould be- 
ſtaw 
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ſtow a thought on him after he had quitted 
my fight? * Yet, the manner in which we 


met was fo very remarkable — but I will 


think no more of him.” 


Alicia promiſed more than was in her 
power to perform; thought is free and diſ- 
dainful of reſtraiat, will fly to its favorite ob- 
ject over the vaſt expanſe of earth and ſeas, 
nay will purſue it beyond the limits of the 
world it{clf, and aim at exploring heaven. In 
vain Alicia ftrove to forget the occurrence 
in the wood, and, after feveral weeks had 
paſſed, it was ſtill freſh in her memory; when 
one fine evening as Mr. Hopton was con- 
ducting her and Lucy home, after an airing, 
with which he frequently indulged them ina 
low open carriage, they were met by a party 
of ladies and gcntlemen on horſeback, amongſt 
whom Alicia's eye ſoon caught the form of 


him her mind had fo faithfully retained ; he 


ſaw her at the fame inſtant, and politely 
took off his hat, Mr. Hopton looked ar her 
as ſhe returned the ſalute, ſhe was covered 
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with bluſhes. © My dear girl, ſaid he, when 
they had paſſed through the party, “ by what 
ſtrange chance did you become acquainted 


with that young man?” * By a very ſtrange 


one indeed,” returned Alicia, and immedi- 


ately related all that had paſſed. © It was 


odd enough,” ſaid he, © but I hope the ac- 


quaintance will go no further, for though he 
is a” youth of good character, my blood riſes 
at the fight of him, and all who bear his 
name ; he is the ſon of your greateſt foe, the 
ſubtle, the deſigning Whitmore, by whoſe 
arts the reſentment of Sir Auguſtus Marley 
has deſcended from your father, to you his 


unoffending children; forget therefore, my 


dear Alicia, that ever you beheld this young 
man, for ſhould his pleaſing appearance, 
which. may be deceitful, make an impreſſion: 
on your inexperienced heart, what. miſery 
would be your portion; ſcorned, ſpurned at 
by his haughty parents, as the daughter of 
Lucy Hopton, while he, perhaps, bred up in 
the boſom of hypocriſy, would ſecretly exult 
in the pain he had given to an innocent te- 
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male breaſt: Oh! my child, think not of 


him, but as the ſon of thoſe who withhold 
from you your birth right, the protection and 
bleſſing: of eur f grandfather.“ 


The ſiſters wept, and Alicia, when ſhe 


found utterance, aſſured her uncle, that the 


evil he apprehended would never come to 
paſs, and that a perſon ſhe had ſeen but twice 


could certainly make no ſuch dangerous im- 
preſſion; but the earneſtneſs with which ſhe 


endeavoured to convince him of this ſerved 


rather to increaſe his fears, and the ſhade of 


melancholy which from that time hung on 
her ſpirits, confirmed them, and gave him 


much ſorrow. The amiable Lucy manifeſt- 


ed her affection, for her ſiſter, by her unre- 
mitting endeavours to diſſipate her dejec- 
tion, in which ſhe generally ſucceeded ; for 
Alicia's own reaſon aided the kind inten- 
tion, by pointing out the fatal conſequences 
of indulging her meditations whenever young 
Whitmore became the ſubject of them, as the 
barriers which lay between them were tvo- 
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obvious to be overlooked, neither had ſhe 


any cauſe to ſuppoſe that the caſual inter- 
view which had difturbed her mind, had 
made any impreſſion upon his, to forget him 
therefore ſhe moſt ardently wiſhed, ſhe found 
it neceſſary to her peace, yet, though time 
and reaſon effected much, ſhe could never 
recollect him with indifference, nor totally 
exclude him from her thoughts. 


Auguſtus was the only ſon of the Hon. 
Mr. Whitmore and Miſs Marley, and had 
been named after his maternal grandfather, 


through motives of policy, his father, not- 


withſtanding the circumſtance of Henry ha- 
ving a ſon born ſome time before, never loſing 
ſight of his deſigns on the Marley eſtate; 
his firſt child being a girl, was called after 
her mother, and the deceaſed Lady Marley, 


Alicia, and when his ſon was born, he decla- 


red his reſolution to call him Auguſtus, for 
though 1t was poſſible he may never have 
another chance of paying the compliment to 
his own father, of naming a child after him, 

| he 
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he obſerved, that as he had brothers, there 


was no danger of its being extinct, and the 
duty he owed Sir Auguſtus took place of 
every other claim, for he had been more than 
a parent to him, having beſtowed on him his 
amiable daughter, though his fortune was by 


no means adequate to her's; ſince when he 


had treated him in every reſpect as his own 
child, nor would ſuffer him to quit his hoſ- 
pitable manſion, where he was bleſſed with 
every earthly felicity; this poor return of gra- 
tititude he would therefore pay the beſt of 
men, and the boy was baptized accordingly, 


which proved a lucky circumſtance, as all 
the children he had afterwards, four in num- 


ber, were girls, which furniſhed him with 
ample opportunity of perpetuating the names 
of his female relatives. Lady Rachel and 
Lady Martha, tie names of two illuſtrious 
maiden aunts, were accordingly paid due ho- 
nor and reſcued from oblivion, as alſo that of 


his mother, who was a Lady Mary, of very high 


deſcent ; and laſt of all his ſiſter was remem- 
bered, the beautiful and high born Lady Jane, 


who 
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who danced the moſt graceful minuet at court, 
and was honored with diſtinguiſhing marks 


of en by their Majeſties on chat oc- 


caſion. 


T baſs eren ladies, were all known 


to Sir Auguſtus, who was greatly pleaſed 


t having their names deſcend to his 


grand daughters, in the contemplation of 


whoſe infant perfections he entirely forgot 
the children of his once loved Henry, one 
only of whom had ever been mentioned as 
a claimant on his protection, when Edward 
Hopton, in compliance with his friend's re- 


queſt, had conducted the young Auguſtus to 


Marley Hall, whence he had been ſo ungra- 
ciouſly diſmiſſed. That generous friend ne- 
ver repeated the claim, but as his own for- 
tune was conſiderable, ſpared no expence in 


educating his ward ſuitable to his birth and 


expectations, both of which he hoped to ſee 
him ornament, but this fond expectation was 
fruſtrated, and death ſnatched the worthy 

Edward 
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Edward from the child of his care, before he 
had attained the age of twenty. 


This melancholy event, which was cauſed 


by a violent fever, left the orphans totally 
| unprotected, and was the firſt heavy afflic- 


tion they ever felt, being roo young when they 
loſt their parents,.to know or to lament them. 
Soon as Auguſtus was informed of his uncle's 


illneſs, he flew to his bed-ſide, and fearlefs of 


the diſtemper, never quitted it till he ſaw 
him expire, and even then could ſcarcely be 


prevailed on to quit the lifeleſs body of his 


only friend, the misfortune of whoſe loſs he 
ſoon experienced with aggravated bitterneſs. 


No ſooner were the much lamented re- 
mains of Mr. Hopton laid in the tomb, than 
the brother of his wife, a Mr. Norton, who 
had attended as a mourner, and undertook 


the regulation of his affairs, . deſired to ſpeak 


in private with Auguſtus, and leading him 
to the library, where he had fo often received 
the paternal inſtructions of his loſt friend, he 
thus 
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thus addreſſed the afflicted youth. © Mr. 
Marley, I truſt you will not take it unkindly 
of me to remind you thus early of your ſitu- 


ation, relative to my ſiſter and her children, 
the guardianſhip of whom ſhe has entruſted 


to me, their father not having nominated any 


perſon to that office, nor even made a will; | 


by virtue of which truſt, independent of my 
near relationſhip, I think it incumbent on me 
to be careful of their intereſt, and therefore 
cannot conſent to expend ſo large a portion 
of their property ſo unprofitably as would be 
requiſite to compleat your plan of education 
in the Univerſity, where I find you have 
been entered theſe two years; not but I hope 
and believe you would be very ready to re- 
imburſe them when you come to the poſ- 


ſeſſion of your family eſtate, but that, my dear 


Sir, is an event which may be more diſtant 
than we are aware of, nay we are all but mor- 


tal, and ſhould you chance to die a minor, it 


would be totally out of your power to make 
them the ſmalleſt compenſation, which I am 
ſure would be a ſenſible affliction to you, after 

having 
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having received ſo much kindneſs from their 
parents, for I am convinced that my ſiſter, 
poor thing, never objected to her huſband's 
liberality, though ſhe brought him ſuch a 
fortune as might have entitled her, if ſhe was 
ſo inclined, to an inveſtigation of his conduct 
in that reſpect. Mr. Norton pauſed, and 
Auguſtus continuing filent, he renewed the 
diſcourſe, Tou are now at an age, Mr. 
Marley, to feel and underſtand the force of 
what I have been faying, beſide which let 
me add, you have near and wealthy relations, 
to whom it more properly belongs to furniſh 
the means of your future ſupport than to my 
ſiſter, who 1s but an helpleſs woman.” 


« Good God! Sir,” returned Auguſtus, 
«can you for a moment think me ſuch a 


wretch, as to ſuppoſe me capable of robbing 
my uncle's children to ſupport myſelf in idle- 
neſs? No, Sir, my heart has never harboured 


fuch a thought: Sooner will I toil in the 


fields, and earn my ſupport by honeſt labour, 


than injure the dear offspring of the man 


who 
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I will go, Sir, immedi- 
ately, I will not remain another hour to be a 
burthen to my aunt and couſins, I will bid 
them adieu, for they are very dear to me.” 


Auguſtus was about to quit the apartment, 
when he was detained by Mr. Norton, who 


ſaid, © there is no need, Sir, of being ſo haſty, 
nor did I intend what I ſaid as an immediate 


diſmiſſion, I am ſure you will be always wel- 
come as a vilitor to my ſiſter, and may re- 


main in her houſe till you have determined 


how to diſpoſe of yourfelf.“ * thank you, 


Sir, replied Auguſtus, while indignation 
fluſhed his cheek, © I thank you, but ſhall 
not accept your charitable permiſſion to ſtay, 
that were a meanneſs my ſoul diſdains to ſtoop 


to; the bounty of my beloved uncle I will 


receive without a bluſh, and remember with 
gratitude, but to a ſtranger ſcorn to owe ſuch 
obligations.“ So faying, he retired, and en- 
tering the apartment of his young couſins, he 


haſtily embraced them, and burſting into 


tears, ruſhed out of the houſe. 


The 
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The firſt thought which the confuſion of 


his mind admitted was to go immediately to 
his grandmother, whoſe arms he knew were 
open to receive him; and, for this purpoſe, 


he took his horſe from the ſtable, and rode 


off, but had not proceeded far through the 
domain of his late uncle, when his progreſs 


was ſtopped by a gate, which on examining 


he found was locked; it was impoſſible there- 
fore for the horſe to paſs, but a ſtile on one 
fide of the gate preſented the means of his 
own retreat; he alighted, and as he threw the 
bridle over the horſe's neck, a ſudden recol- 
!ection ſtruck him that the beaſt was not his 
in juſtice, but part of the property of his 
uncle, though beſtowed on him by that kind 
friend. This happens well,“ ſaid he, “ for 
had the gate been open, ſhould have thought- 
leſsly taken away this creature, to which I 
have no right; true, he was given me, by him 
who gave me every thing but life, but I have 
no further occaſion for an horſe, and I leave 
him to thoſe whoſe right he is, would to hea- 
ven I could return all other favors as eaſily 

| this; 
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this; but a day may come, and if it does, Mr. 
Norton ſhall ſee, at leaſt, that I am not un- 
grate ful.“ | 

He aſcended the ſtile, and looking round 
to take a farewell view, was ſtartled by a front 
proſpect of Marley Hall, through an opening 
juſt made by the felling of ſome large trees, 
Auguſtus pauſed a moment. Yonder,” he 
cried, while a deep ſigh accompanied his 


words, © yonder is the aſylum which ſhould 


receive and ſhelter me. Alas! my father, to 
what miſery has one imprudent act of thine 
reduced thy hapleſs ſon, a houſeleſs, friendleſs 
wanderer, driven forth to ſeek ſubſiſtence as 
he may, or periſh, while to aggravate his 
ſorrows, yonder frowns in ſolemn grandeur 
the manſion of his anceſtors, that roof which 
the laws of nature and his country point out 
as his proper home, but whither he dares not 
to turn his wandering ſteps, leaſt pride and 
hatred forbid him entrance. Yet, (continued 
the youth, after a further pauſe) how can [I 
be ſure that Sir Auguſtus Marley would re- 

ject 
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he acknowledged me, I am very certain that 
I ſhould pay him every duty and reſpec: 
which heaven requires from child to parent; 
I would do more, if he ſtretched out his ſhel- 
tering arms now in my affliction, my grate- 
ful heart would never ceaſe to love him — 
but he knows not my diſtreſs, he knows not 


that 2 ſon of his houſe is little better than a 


vagabond, why ſhould I delay to inform him 
of it, is not the honor of his name concerned, 
that name which I bear and am bound to 
preſerve unſtained. I will go to him this 
moment, I will throw myſelf at his feet, he is 
my parent, and has a right to dire& my con- 
duct in this difficulty, I have never ſought 
his friendihip, I will do ſo now, and if I am 
rejected, I ſhall be at leaſt free from the re- 


proaches of my own heart, for having omitted 
a duty.” 


Thus reſolved, Auguſtus bent his courſe 


towards Marley Hall, and with agitated 


ſep entered the great avenue fronting 
the 


ject me, I never have offended him, and if 
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the houſe; here the perturbation of his mind f 

increaſed to ſuch a degree, that he was for 0 

| ſome time unable to proceed, and ſeated him- * c 

; j ſelf beneath one of the venerable oaks, whoſe t 
1 i wide ſpreading branches the \growth of ages 
1 in many places met thoſe of the oppoſite row, 

1 and formed a canopy ſo thick as to exclude fi 

N the noon day ſun; a ſolemn ſilence reigned h 

1 around, fave when broken by the diſcordant ti. 

cawing of a rook, which added to the dark g¹ 

gloom of the ſcene, had an effect ſo powerful ; B 

on the ſpirits of Auguſtus, already lowered an 

by complicated ſorrow, that he could not all 

reſtrain his tears, his reſolution failed, and he or 

meditated a reſignation of his project. and 

| bee 


While his thoughts were thus employed, the 
he ſaw a domeſtic approaching him from the hen 
houſe, he aroſe therefore, and advancing to- 
wards the man, inquired if his maſter was at 
home. © No, Sir,” replied the ſervant, *but FF mal 
Sir Auguſtus is. Do you not belong to the. 
Sir Auguſtus?” aſked the youth. No, Sir,“ 
returned the man, «I belong to Mr, Whit- 
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more. © And where is he?” ſaid Auguſtus. 


© In London, Sir, with his lady, and the reſt 


of his family,” returned the ſervant, all but 
the young gentleman, and he is in France.” 


The ſervant paſſed on, and Auguſtus re- 
ſumed his meditation, ſtill approaching the 
houſe. Surely, thought he, this is a propi- 


tious moment, to preſent myſelf before my 


grandfather, in the abſence of the man who 


have been taught to conſider my enemy, 


and thoſe young perſons who have engroſſed 


all his affections ; now, therefore, is the time 


or never to make an impreſſion in my favor, 
and the hand of Providence ſeems to have 
been employed in guiding me hither, why, 
therefore, does my ſoul ſhrink with appre- 
henſion? I know the worſt that can happen. 


He was now arrived at the gate, and 
making a deſperate effort he rang the bell 
the die was now caſt he could not recede 
the gate flew open, he entered the court, and 
inquired for Sir Auguſtus. The ſervant who 

ti. G attended 
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5 attended aſked, by whit name he ſhou'd an- e 

4 nounce him. Auguſtus heſitated, © Say,” Th 

vn cried he, © that a ſtranger begs to ſee Sir b 

j A — Avguſtus Marley, and waits his pleaſure.” N 
14 

| 4 The ſervant eyed him cloſely, his dreſs was | 

q . diſordered, his hair flowing looſe and un- h 

14 combed, his countenance pale and agitated, ch 

1 the traces of recent tears upon his cheek. 3 

The man heſitated in his turn, “ you ſeem bl 

afflicted, Sir,” ſaid he, „J hope you bring 5 

no ill news to my maſter,” „ hope not, Sil 

friend, replied Auguſtus, and followed him for 

into the hall. It was an ancient building, Pla 

ſupported by Gothic pillars, and erected by fon 

King Richard the firit, who beſtowed it, with hic 

the title of Baronet, on a youth of the name ns 

o Marley, in reward for his gallant ſervices pec 

in the Holy Land, whither he had attended 7! 

that warlike Prince. The royal arms were ] Ute 

cut in marble, oppoſite the great entrance, bY 

icu 


under wiich hung onſpicuous tie ſhie!4 of 
Va ley. Aug ſtus was ſtruck with awe, and *PP* 
ſtcod with his eye reverentially fixed on the O 

| achicveſ = 
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achievement of his anceſtor, when the ſer- 
vant who had left him returned, and faid, he 


had orders to conduct him to the preſence 
of his maſter. | 


With trembling ſteps the youth followed 
him in ſilence through a long colonade, when 
the man on opening a door, preſented to his 
view a ſpacious chamber lined with ſhining 
black oak, carved in various devices, in which 
near a large fire, and ſeated in a high backed 
gilt chair, with a table of the ſame kind be- 


fore him, on which lay a large book, was 


placed the venerable form of the once hand- 
ſome and ſtill majeſtic Sir Auguſtus. - He 
laid the glaſs with which he had been read- 
ing on the open book, and looked up, ex- 
pecting the entrance of the young man, who 
more awed than before, advanced two ſteps 


into the room, laid his ſpread hand upon his 


breaſt, and bowed profoundly, unable to ar- 
ticulate a word. Struck with the uncommon 


appearance and modeſty of the youth, Sir 


Auguſtus continued to gaze on him for ſome 
G 2 


mo- 


124 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, 


moments, when breaking filence, at length 
he ſaid, © Pray, young gentleman, what are 
your commands for me?” Auguſtus lifted 
his eyes to the features of his grandfather, be- 
nignity beamed on them, he revived, he 
ſtrove to ſpeak, but all form of words for- 
ſook him, and he ſtammered. The old man 
was affected by his emotion, and turning to 
the ſervant, © Walter,” ſaid he, you may 
retire,” then, pointing to a chair, continued, 
© Sit down, child, and compoſe your ſpirits,” 


Quite overcome by the word child, Au- 
guſtus could contain no longer, but falling on 
his knee, raiſed the hand of Sir Auguſtus to 
his lips, and burſt into tears. © This is very 
extraordinary,“ cried he, what can it mean? 
Speak, I beſeech you, and explain yourſelf, 
who are you? and what's the matter with 
you?” The youth again looked up. Par- 
don,” cried he, © moſt reſpected of men, the 
incoherence of my behaviour, it is occaſioned 
by feelings too powerful to be reſtrained, too 
great for utterance.” Proceed without 
fear,” 
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fear,” returned Sir Auguſtus, © I am inclined 


to put the moſt favorable conſtruction on 
your conduct, however ſtrange it may ap- 
pear, ſpeak, therefore, who are you? what is 
your name?” © Alas! Sir,” cried he, in a 
tremulous accent, © that is what I fear to ut- 
ter.” The old man ſighed deeply, and look- 


ing full in his face, his voice alſo faltering, 
he cried, „I know you now, you are the ſon 
«I am, Iam,” return- 


of my loſt Henry.” 
ed the youth, and will you acknowledge 
me,“ and again he. ſeized the hand of his 


grandfather, whe laid the other on his ſnoul- 


der, and both continued ſilent for ſome time, 
« Child,” cried Sir Auguſtus at length, © you 
have done ill, you ſhould have acquainted me 
with your intention, before you came, and 
not to have awakened ſuch ſtrong emotions 
in the breaſt of a poor old man; but may 
God Almighty bleſs you, I receive you wil- 
lingly to my houſe and to my arms.” Au- 


guſtus ſprang from the floor, and was in- 


ſtantly folded in the embrace of his venerable 
parent, 
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When their ſpirits were ſomewhat calmed, 
Sir Auguſtus began to view more cloſely the 
features and form of his grandſon ; © Yes, 
yes,” faid he, © you area Marley, you are the 
perfect image of my poor miſguided ſon ; but 
tell me, child, how came you here; was it by 
your own choice, or the advice of others? 
Young: Hopton, I find, is dead, perhaps he 
repented in his latter moments having 
eſtranged you from me, and directed you to 
come hither.” - No, Sir,” replied the youth, 
my uncle was never in his reaſon from the 
time I came from Oxford to his death, which 
fad event leaving me entire maſter of my 
actions, I thought it my duty to wait on you 
and learn your wiſhes relative to my future 
deſtination, before I ſhould preſume to take 
any ſtep on my own judgment, which may 
be diſpleaſing to you.” © You have ated 
very properly,“ replied Sir Auguſtus, “ and 
1 am glad to find you have fo juſt a ſenſe 
both of duty and decorum, for I apprehended 

that your deceaſed uncle had inſtilled into 
your mind other ſentiments towards me than 
thoſe 


mY 
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thoſe of affeftion.” „Ah! Sir,” cried he, 
«my uncle was incapable of ſuch conduct.“ 
« Yet,” returned Sir Auguſtus, © has he with 
held you from me all his life, during which 
time I had it often in contemplation to claim. 
you from him, but feared. by ſo doing that I 
fhould involve myſelfinnewafflictions, and find 
in you, inſtead of an affectionate complying. 
child, a reluctant and diſſatisfied boy, ready 
to murmur at all my arrangements for you; 
how happy, therefore does it make me, to 


find you ſo different from what my fears had. 
pictured,” 


Auguſtus expreſſed himſelf highly gratified 
at the approbation of his grandfather, who 
now bade him riſe and ring the bell. He did. 


ſo, and Walter appearing, the old gentleman 


ſaid, with an air of great dignity, “ In order 
that the domeſtics may know how to treat 
this young gentleman, inform then, that he 
is my grandſon, Auguſtus Marley, who is to 
be their future maſter,” T 


W4 CHAP. 


THE HOUSE OF MARLET. 


CHAP. VI. 


HE orders Sir Auguſtus Marley had 
given to his ſervant, acted as a reviving 
cordial to the ſpirits of his young gueſt, whoſe 
animated features fully expreſſed the grate- 
ful feelings with which his heart expanded, 
ſadneſs vaniſhed from his brow, the pale hue 


of deſpondence fled, and the bright glow of 


joy mantled on his cheek; he was a new 
being, no longer the poor unfriended orphan, 
but the acknowledged heir of a noble fortune; 
he. felt himſelf of importance, his tongue re- 
ſumed its function, and he converfed with his 
natural eaſe and vivacity. Sir Auguſtus aſked 
him many queſtions relative to the courſe of 

ſtudics 
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ſtudies he had purſued, and ſeemed well 
pleaſed with all his anſwers, they were inter- 
rupted by the loud ringing of a bell. «Ir is 
the ſummons to dinner,” ſaid Sir Auguſtus, 


The youth now recollected and ſurveyed 
his diſordered dreſs, © It is of little conſe- 
quence, child, continued Sir Auguſtus, “ as 
we are quite alone, though it is very proper 
to be attentive to thoſe matters.” Walter 
now opened the door, and the old man riſing 
ſaid, with a ſmile, © Your employment is at 
an end, Walter, you ſee I have got another 
prop to ſupport my feeble age, and he 
took the offered arm of Auguſtus, who aſſiſted 
him in walking to the dining-room, while 
he continued, © I have another grandſon, who 
performed this office for me, ſince my limbs 
have become ſo weak as to deprive me of the 
power of walking without ſupport; he is a 
very amiable youth, about your age, and 
named alſo Auguſtus; I think when you 
know each other you will be friends, though 
I fear I ſhall not have the ſatisfaction of ſee- 


65 ing 
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ing you together, for he is travelling over 
Europe, and will notreturn theſe three years.” 
ec That time will ſoon come about,” ſaid Au- 

guſtus,” Ir will returned his grandfather, 

but where ſhall I be?“ „At Marley Hall, 
Sir, I truſt, im heaven, cried. Auguſtus, The 

venerable Baronet ſhook his head. 


They entered the dining-room, a noble 
apartment, hung with a rich tapeſtry, and ſat me 
to a table, plentifully covered and attended na 
by four ſervants. The antique grandeur of for 
the room, ſtruck Auguſtus fo forcibly, that it thc 

frequently took off his attention from dinner, I is 
which his grandfather obſerving, ſaid, I ſee * 
you admire this chamber,” Greatly, Sir,” dea 
replied the youth. I am glad of it, con- © 
tinued Sir Auguſtus, © it was once the ban- inte 
queting-room of a Monarch, it is in the very nels 
ſtate, the royal. owner-lett it, and, remember, © 3 © 
Auguſtus, when it is your's, let not modern Mr. 
finery ever. disfigure it, after dinner I will ceiv 
| ſhow. you another apartment, in which my D. 


father. made ſome alterations, (as indeed he meet 
| did 
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did in the entire building, this room except- 
ed) it is a drawing- room, and ornamented with 
the portraits of the family, for ſeveral gene- 
rations back.” When the attendants were 
gone, I hope, Auguſtus,” faid he, that 
what I have to propoſe to you will not hurt 
your feelings, which is this, that you renounce 
from this day forward all connexion with the 
family of Hopton.” Auguſtus did not im- 
mediately reply, If you feel any repug- 
nance, child,“ he continued, © I am ſorry 
for it, as I can by no means conſent that you 
ſhould have any intercourſe with them.” It 
is no difficult taſk, Sir, replied the youth, 
« ſince only one remains, after the loſs of my 
dear uncle, to whom I owe fo much.” 
« More than I can well bear to reflect on, 
interrupted. the old gentlcinan with quick- 
neſs, and there is nothing, 1 fo much wiſh 
as to return. the ſums your education aas colt. . 
Mr. Hopton, perhaps his executors will re- 
ceive it, tis a heavy. burthea on my honor.” 
« Deareſt parent, cried Auguſtus, © you 
meet my very wiſhes, Mr. Norton, the uncle 

G 6 21 and 
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and guardian of my young couſins, is a man 
of narrow ſordid principles, and will readily 
accept your offer; this is the moſt favorable 
time to make it, for if they were grown up, 
and poſſeſſed the liberality of their _— it 
may be an offence.” 


Sir Auguſtus ſmiled, © You ſhould know, 
my child,“ ſaid he, © that thoſe kind of peo- 
ple who have nothing but their wealth to be 
proud of, can never be diſpleaſed at an in- 
creaſe of it, however they may be led by 
private pique or oſtentation on ſome occa- 
lions, to laviſh it unneceſſarily, which was the 
caſe with Mr. Hopton in reſpect to you; 
he brought you here an infant, in order to 
place you under my protection was ill 
J was unprepared for a meeting- with the re- 
pre ſentative of my ſon, and requeſted your 
return on that day week, in which time I 
would have. endeavoured to calm my forrows, 
(then bleeding freſh at your father's un- 
- timely end) but the man of wealth was hurt 
at beigg denied an immediate interview, re- 

gardleſs 
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gardleſs of my feelings, and perſiſted, even 
at a great expence, to detain you from me 
ever ſince.” Oh! God,” cried the youth, 


« how differently have J heard this tale! — 


Ah! Sir, permit me, 1n excuſe of my de- 


| ceaſed friend to ſay, — © No, child, in- 


terrupting him, © I wiſh not to ſpeak harſhly 
of the dead, and we will therefore drop the 
ſubje& for ever; but, continued Sir Auguſ- 


tus, © 1 think you are content to drop all 


connexion with the Hopton's.” © Alas!” 


Sir,“ he replied, © my aged grandmother, 


who has ever loved me, deſerves not that I 
ſhould now neglect her, the is bowed down 


by affliction for the loſs of all her children 


but one, and ihould- I at ſuch a criſis forſake 
her, it would quite break her heart; it hurts 
me that ſhe knows not even where I am, and 


will, with your permiſſion, return to her houſe 


to night, to acquaint her and my ſiſters with 
my. good fortune.” 


* True,” returned Sir Auguſtus, © I had 
forgotten that you have ſiſters; and daugh- 


| 


ters 
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* ters of the houſe of Marley muſt not be de- 
1 pendant on any other.“ He pauſed— then 
og reſuming the diſcourſe he ſaid, © I cannot part 
| 1 with you this mght, Auguſtus, and I would 
1 be ſorry to increaſe the affliction of a woman 
1 already depreſſed, go therefore into the li- 
4 brary, and write a letter to Mrs, Hopton, 
I acquainting her with. your preſent ſituation, * 
. and that you will wait on her to-morrow with at. 
1 | ſome propoſals from me relative to your of 
4 ſiſters.” Auguſtus obeyed, and the letter ho 
i being ſent off by a ſervant, I have ordered pe 
4 our coffee,” ſaid the Baronet, © in the draw- his 
I ing-room, that I may introduce you to your de 
anceſtors,” then riſing with an air of great the 
43 importance, he proceeded thither, again ſup- of 
3 ported by the arm of his grandſon. an 
F « Behold,” ſaid he, as they entered the room, ca 
$ ce the race from which you have ſprung ; of 
vonder warrior is cht firſt Sir Auguſtus Mar- wh 
. ley, he is re preſenteg in the field of battle, his anc 
1 foot on the breaſt of a conquered Saracen, mi! 
I with whom he had maintained a ſtubborn une 
. | fight; 
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fight; he holds the ſword to his boſom, with 
one hand, while with. the other he points to 
the chriſtian banner, as giving him his choice 
of death or baptiſm ; the ſtubborn infidel pre- 
fered the former, and would from any other 
hand have perhaps received it, but pity 
touched the noble ſoul. of Marley, the wretch. 
was in his power, and he would not ſend him 
at. ſuch a moment before the dread tribunal 
of his God. He made a priſoner of him, and 
hoping that he may recant his faith, if pro- 


perly exhorted, conveyed him to the tent of 


his Sovereign: His hopes were verified, ge- 
nerous treatment made more 1mpreſſion. on 


the ſoul. of the ha ghty Saracen than the fear 


of death, he voluntarily abjured his errors, 
and embraced. the ruth, and having been 


baptized by the name of Auguſtus Selim, 


came to England a chief officer in the train 


of Beringaria, (the Conſort of ting. Kichard) 


where he uved for many years a true convert, 
and now lies buried id the Abbey of Weſt- 


minſter This act of clemency added to the 
undaunted heroifm of Marley, greatly en- 
deared. 
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deared him to his Sovereign, who on their 
return to their native ſhore, beſtowed on him 
this eſtate and the title of Baronet.” 


This little tale very much pleaſed the young 
auditor of Sir Auguſtus, and when it was 
ended, he took a minute ſurvey of the en- 
tire collection of portraits, inquiring as he 
ſtood before each, their names and hiſtory, 
which Sir Auguſtus moſt cheerfully gave, it 
being the favorite theme on which he loved 
to dwell. 


« This,” faid Auguſtus, to a very fine full 
length, dreſſed as a ſportſman, though 
drawn at an early period of life, I know to be 
your own; but who is this beautiful female 
figure, whoſe celeſtial countenance and flow- 
ing white robes give ſo ſtrong an idea of an 
angel, that I could imagine it was intended to 
repreſent one.“ Sir Auguſtus ſighed, © that,” 
cried he, © which you fo juſtly term beauti- 


ful, was my wife, Alicia de Gray, and ſuch 


were her looks and her attire, when, with an 
exulting 
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exulting heart, I led her to the altar; ſhe is 
many years dead—The next figure 1s her 
daughter, the Hon. Mrs. Whitmore, ſhe is 
not near ſo handſome as her mother.“ 1 
think there 1s a reſemblance,” ſaid Auguſtus, 
« which however would be ſtronger but that 
the daughter is deficient in that expreſſion of 
benignity which ſo ſtrongly characterizes the 
mother : But here 1s a ſpace between them, 


as if one had been removed.” The old man 


ſighed more deeply than before, © you are 
right,” cried he, © that ſpace was occupied 
by the portrait of your father; he only, of all 
you ſee there, diſgraced his family by a mean 
alliance, he was no longer worthy of a place 
amongſt them, and I had him removed to an 


apartment which was his own, and which has 


never -fince been made uſe of.” Something 
like reſentment roſe in the mind of Auguſtus, 
and fluſhed his cheek with crimſon, he turned 
to a window td conceal his emotions, where 
he continued for ſome time, when looking 
adout he perceived a tear rolling down the 
cheek of his grandfather; reverential tender- 
neſs 
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neſs inſtantly took place of anger, he ap- 


proached the old man, who, riſing, took hold ” 
of his arm, and they quitted the chamber in 5 
filence.. you 
The ſervant who had carried the letter to 85 
Mrs. Hopton's returned, and brought a ſhort alf 
note from Alicia, in which ſhe informed her 3 
brother, that affliction preyed ſo heavy on conf 
their grandmother ſhe was that day unable whe” 
to leave her bed, yet nevertheleſs ſhe ſent thin! 
him her congratulations and bleſſing, and « Ne 
hoped he would not neglect ſeeing her on the 1 
morrow. The evening paſſed away and the hol 
hour of ſupper approached, when Auguſtus W , 
faid, „I have a favor to beg, dear Sir, which perm 
if you condeſcend to grant me, I will conſider ¶ on the 
as a very great kindneſs.” Name it,” ſaid I ding e 
the old gentleman, © and if it is not a very gf bn 
unreaſonable requeſt, I ſhall not refuſe you.” ¶ am an 


«It is,“ replied Auguſtus, © to be permitted 
to occupy the chamber which was my fa- Ord 
ther's.” „ fear, returned the other, © thatiſ the bec 
it is not in a lituation to receive you, it is conduct 
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good many years ſince the owner quitted it, 
and as it has been neglected ever ſince, it 
muſt be damp and dangerous to ſleep in, 
you may get cold, it may be your death.“ 
« Tf you have no other objection than that, 
cried the youth, ] can eaſily remove it, by 
aſſuring you, that I fear not to be injured by 
damp, nor cold, I never was, I am ſtrong of 
conſtitution.” © But your ſpirits, returned 
Sir Auguſtus, © may not be fo ſtrong, and I 
think you could not ſleep in that chamber.“ 
« No. matter,” ſaid the youth, © the los of a 
night's reſt can do me no material injury, 
ſhould it happen ſo, of which, however, I am 
no way apprehenſive ; have I, therefore, your 
1 i pernuſſion ??” © You have,” faid he, © but 
ron theſe conditions, that you have other bed- 
I ding carried their, and will promiſe me not to 
fit up longer than you are accuſtomed,” 1 
am content,” replied Auguſtus, 


Orders were accordingly given reſpecting 
the bed, and ſupper being ended, the youth 
conducted his grandfather to his chamber, 

| and 


| 
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and was diſmiſſed with a bleſſing to his own, 
which lay on the oppoſite fide of the build- 
ing, whither he was conducted by a fervant. 
The firſt object that met the view of Au- 
guſtus, and which was his chief gratification 
to behold, was a full length portrait of his 
father; it was drawn when he was about eigh- 
teen, and conſidered to be a ſtriking likeneſs; 
Auguſtus did not recolle& a feature of the 
ill fated Henry, yet conſcious that the figure 
he beheld was meant to repreſent him, he 


| gazed on it with a mixture of pleaſure and 


regret, not eaſily explained, but by thoſe who 


have ever felt ſimilar ſenſations, quickly un- 
derſtood. 


It was long before he thought of going to 


| bed, and longer before he could ſo far com- 


poſe his ſpirits as to ſleep; at length how- 
ever, that kind ſoother of human woes viſited 
his reſtleſs form, and lulled Him to repoſe, 
His active ſoul, however, reſted not, gloomy 
viſions floated through his brain, and raiſed 

in 


d 
10 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 14 
in his tortured fancy images of horror; among 
other things, he dreamt, that the picture of 
his father ſpoke, and warned him to beware 
of treachery, which, even while he ſlept, was 
watchful to deſtroy him. He then beheld 
the countenance of Sir Auguſtus clouded with 
anger, and ſhortly after, Walter and another 
man, whom he did not know, forcibly turn- 
ins him from the houſe, and baring the gate 


acainſt him. He was then plunged into great 


diſtreſs, his ſiſters ſtood on the ſummit of a 
rock, calling to him for aſiiſtance, and he 
could not get to them, for the number of 
wild beaſts that ſurrounded and threatened 
to devour him. Again he traverſed a wide 
plain tired and faint, when a voice whiſpered 
him ſaying, © take comfort, virtue will at 
length prevail,” he was cheered by the ſound, 
he looked up, and ſtraight before diſcovered 
Marley Hall, to which he immediately took 
his way, and arriving at the gate, loudly rang 
the bell—he awoke, and the breakfaſt bell 
was ringing, he knew what it was, and ſtart- 


ing 
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ing from his bed tired and unrefreſhed, ha- 
ſtened to meet Sir Auguſtus, 


= © 
After the uſual ſalutations had been ex- ſ 
1 changed, and Auguſtus owned that he had e: 


a bad night's reſt, the old gentleman faid, 
Well, child, I have determined to remove pt 
your ſiſters from Mrs. Hopton's, and take 0] 
them under my own protection, but not as to 
| reſidents here; for private reaſons I do not ins 
| think it would be eligible, but I have thought MM er 
of a proper ſituation for them, and deſire Le 


—— r » 
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8 that you will immediately inform them of my MW he 

intention of ſending them into Scotland, to MW clai 
the care of a lady who is my near kinſwoman, bec 
where they will be kindly treated, and far out WO ren 
of the reach of thoſe connexions from which her: 
I deſire to detatch them; I will this day in-M reco 
form my kinſwoman, by letter, of the ar- feen 
rangement I have made, that ſhe may bay, 
prepared forthe reception of her young gueſts ſhow, 


for whoſe ſupport I will allow her a yearl Sir,” 
ſtipend, adequate to all their expences.” - what 
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The old gentleman ceaſed as if expecting 
a reply, but Auguſtus was fo confuſed as to 
be unable to form one; he knew not what to 
fay ; to object he was afraid, and to acqui- 
eſce in a plan which he well knew would be 
deeply afflicting to his ſiſters, was equally re- 
pugnant to his feelings ; while his decided 
opinion was, that it would be extreme cruelty 
to deprive Mrs. Hopton of her only remain- 
of ing comfort, the tender attention of her 
bs grand daughters, the children of her love.— 
ire Led away by the ardovr of his imagination, 
my he forgot that any one was preſent, and ex- 
to claimed, « Alas! unhappy parent, what will 
an, become of her, who ſhall ſooth her heart- 
out rending afflictions when they are torn from 
uch her?” Sir Auguſtus ſtared, and the youth 
in- recolle&ting himſelf, bluſhed deeply. © It 
ar- ſeems, cried Sir Auguſtus angrily, “ that 

you diſapprove of my intentions, perhaps I 
ſhould have conſulted you.” Pardon me, 
Sir,“ rephed the youth, © I meant not ſo, and 
whatever has eſcaped me proceeds from the 
apprehenſion of wounding that peace it is my 
duty 
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duty to protect; alas! it is already deeply be 


| wounded, and another blow may be fatal— Wl brot 


my grandmother is ill, and in affliction, and MM then 
I muſt be ungrateful to the laſt degree, as Min tb 
well as unnatural, to approve of any thing M vhic 
that may add to her ſufferings.” Well, Witten 
Sir,” returned Sir Auguſtus, you ſtand am- MW vain 
ply acquitted of thoſe crimes, but is it not Mzppe 
equally unnatural, if not unjuſt, to loſe all MO facri! 


_ conſideration for the intereſt and dignity of lic ve 


your ſiſters, in your fondneſs and ſolicitude 

for Mrs. Hopton, for though I am far from Te 
bearing enmity to the poor woman, yet, aſ-Hvolun 
ſure yourſelf, that while they are with her Heir 
they ſhall never be mine.” 


thoug 
the * 
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laid he 
and un 
Died 
| pray 

but as 


A long filence enſued, during which the 
thouglits of Auguſtus were truly painful; he 
recollected his dreams, and believed them 
2bout to be verified, in his immediate expul- 
ſion and conſequent diſtreſs. The fate of his 
ſiſters was involved in his, and the helpleſ- 
neſs of their ſituation, ſhould they be depri- 


ved of Mrs. Hopton, whoſe life was likely to 
be 


houg's 


YOL, 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY 145 


be of ſhort duration, was a reflection that 
brought with it the deepeſt anguiſn; he ſaw 
mem now, as his imagination had pictured 
in the night, on the verge of a precipice, from 
which, perhaps, he was himſelf about to hurl 
them; he ſhrunk at the idea, but ſought in 
vain for the means of ſuving them, as none 
appeared but what was equally dreadſul, the 
ſacrifice of Mrs, Hopton, who, he firmly be- 
ie ved would not ſurvive their loſs. 


Torn by perplexity, a deep figh burſt in- 
voluntarily from his aching heart, and rouſed 
tir Auguſtus, who was alſo abſorbed in 


thought; he looked on the countenance of 

the youth, which bore ſtrong marks of his 
he internal agitation the Baronet was ſoftened, 
he If 1 have ſpoken harſhly to you Auguſtus,” 
em {Wii he, “I entreat you to pals it by, I am old, 
ul-Mn unuſed ro oppoſition.” „Dear Sir,“ re- 
"hisW:ica Auguſtus, taking his hand, © think not, 
leſ· pray you, that I feel it in any other manner 
pri-WÞut as a {cif reproach for having been fo 
houg 1tlefs as to excite it; pardon my error 
VOL, I, 11 and 
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and ſu fer me to plead for a more favorable 
ſentence on my unhappy grandmother, le 
her bodily complaints at leaſt be removed 
before ſhe is deprived of her tender attend- 
ants.” «© You miſtake, child,” replied the 
old gentleman, * if you think me ſo devoid 
of humanity as to act otherways ; what I mean 
is, that you ſhould acquaint your ſiſters with 
my determination, which I hope will give 
them ſatisfaction, and if Mrs. Hopton is in a 
ſtate of health to receive the information 
without injuring her, let her alſo know it, if 
not, let it be deferred till ſhe'1s better; for, 
much as I wiſh to withdraw thoſe young per: 
ſons from her, I would not chooſe to wound 
her feelings, or retard her recovery; go there- 
fore to her houſe, Auguſtus, and act in this 
affair as your own diſcretion will dictate, but 
remember how lonely I am, and that I will 
expect you back to dinner.” Again, my 
dear Sir,” faid the youth, © I entreat your 
pardon, for the miſtake I made, and beg you 
will accept my mot! grateful acknowledg- 
| ments 
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ments for your kindneſs,” ſo ſaying he i imme- 
dn; departed. 


When arrived at the houſe of Mrs. Hop- 
ton, Auguſtus was met by his ſiſters, with 
tearful eyes, Oh! my brother, they at 
once exclaimed. Heavens!” cried he, © my 
deareſt girls, what new misfortune has befal- 
len us?” „Our mother,” replied Lucy, 
« our only parent, is at tae point of death, 
afliction has overwhelmed her, and we loſe 
the beſt, the fondeſt, the moſt indulgent mo- 
ther.” My dear fifters,” ſaid he, © be 
comforted with this reflection, that ſhe has 
outlived her happineſs, and the Almighty, in 
his infinite goodneſs calls ker from this now 
cheerleſs life, to the reward of her numberleſs 
virtues.” It is true,” ſaid Alicia, © ſhe is 
going to heaven, but, Oh! Auguſtus, what is 
to become of us? Who now will ſhe!t:r Us, 
who adviſe, who inſtruct us? Oh! dear, dear 
mother, how can WE hve without you?“ | 
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Alicia ſobbed aloud, and the affectionate 
brother ſaid every thing his fondneſs dictated 
to ſooth the afflicted girls. One thing at 
leaſt,” cried he, © I can aſſure you of, a ſafe 
aſylum in the boſom of our father's family; 
I am ſent purpoſely hither by Sir Auguſtus, 
to tell you ſo, and ſure this is a happineſs we 
little hoped for.“ 


After ſome further converſation, he in- 


quired why they were abſcnt irom their grand- 
mother, and if he might ſee her. Oh, yes,” 
rephed Alicia, © ſhe has been all day talking 
of you, and withing you were come, but at 
at preſent ſhe has the clergyman, and another 
gentleman, whom ſhe ſent for, with her, 
and we were ſent out of the room.” Soon 
after they were called to her, and in a few 
minutes Lucy came to inform Auguſtus that 
ſhe deſired to fee him. He found the cler- 


gyman, Doctor, Elwood, till in her cham- 


ber, who informed her that her grandſon was 
there. She drew buck the curtain, and he 
knelt beſide her, as ſhe embraced and bleſſed 


him. 


. 
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* 


him. J am going from you, my child,” 
ſaid ſhe, © but with the leſs regret, as I leave 


you in your proper ſphere, and under the 
protection of your grandfather; I have no 


fear that you will fail in your duty and reſpect 


to him, or tender care of your ſiſters, I have 


therefore no charge to give you but this, the 


children of Edward Hopton are fatherleſs—”' 


her voice faltered, and Auguſtus burſt into 
tears, but ſhe continued, “ have an eye over 


them, my dear boy, and ſnould they need a 


friend —” „Oh! do not break my heart,” 


cried he, I never can forget the goodneſs 


of my uncle. Enough, ſaid ſhe, © I have 
now only to add, that I have juſt made my 
will, it is in the hands of Mr. Elwood, who 


I have made my executor ; all that was in my 
power J have left to theſe dear girls, it will 
make them independent, and be a handſome 


addition to whatever they are entitled to by 
their father. I have named no guardian for 
them leſt it ſhould give offence to Sir Au- 
guitus Marley, who 1s the proper one; and 
theſe matters ſettled, my children,“ ſhe con- 


"3 tinued, 


— 


— pong oboe 


n 


— 
2 


r en es or 
— * . 6 * - — 
2 7 x 


f * 
£20: THE UDUSE OF -. 


& 


tinued, «1 leave you each my bleſſing, and 


quit the world without regret, except the 
light one of not ſeeing Belinda, but 1 know 


ſhe is happy, and God continue her ſo.” The 


worthy Mrs. Hopton. ceaſed, and perceiv- 
ing that her auditors were weeping, ſhe diſ- 


miſſed them from her chamber till they ſhould 
be more compoſed. | 


Auguſtus went again into the chamber of 
his grandmother, and informing her that Sir 
Avguſtus had acknowledged his ſiſters, and 


meant to take proper care of them, which 


gave her much ſatisfaction, added, that he 
vas under. promiſe to dine at Marley Hall, 
but would return to her in the evening, ſne 
bade him on no account neglect his intereſt 
there, but to let her ſee him as much as poſ- 


fible, which he readily promiſed and departed, 


When Auguſtus arrived at Marley Hall, 
it was ſo near the hour of dining, that he had 
ſcarcely time to alter his dreſs, which, how- 
ever, he thought indiſpenſable, and entered 

the 
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the dining- room, dreſſed in neat mourning, 
juſt time enough for the grace, which was re- 
peated by an elderly clergyman, beſide whom 
there was another gentleman at table: His 
grandfather no ſooner ſaw him enter, than he 
exclaimed, here is my boy, gentlemen, this 
is Mr. Marley; Auguſtus this is the Hon. 
and Rev. Mr. Burton, this is Sir John Stan- 
ley. The youth paid his compliments grace- 
fully, and they all fat down. © You were fo 
late Auguſtus,” continued his grandfather, 
ce that I feared you would not be here to din- 
ner.” I feared ſo too, Sir,” replied he, 
e and walked, or rather ran ſo faſt, that I have 


yet ſcarcely recovered my breath.” © Walk- 


ed Sir?“ repeated Sir Auguſtus, © did you 
not know that you might not only have com- 
manded a horſe, but a ſervant to attend you., 
Walter, was this well done?” „It is not the 
fault of Walter, or any other but mylelf,” 
replied the youth, © and but for the ſake of 
expedition I would rather, in this fine weather, 
walk than ride.“ *© Your choice ſhould have 
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been conſulted, it is true,” returned Sir Au- 


guſtus, but here I am afraid you had none, 


nor any offer of attendance.” It was im- 


poſſible I ſhould, Sir,” ſaid the good natured 


youth, “as J went out unſeen by any perſon.” 
« Well, well, Sir,” rephed the Baronet, with 
quickneſs, © you are very kind in not only 
overlooking this neglect, but in alſo trying to 
excuſe it; it ſhall be my fault, however, if it 


happens any more, Joſeph,” turning to one 


of the footmen, © let your entire attention be 


in future paid to Mr. Marley, fee that you 


deſcrve his kindneſs, and you may be ſure of 
mine.“ Joſeph bowed, 


"CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII EL 1 


N the courſe of converſation after dinner 
Auguſtus learned that Sir John Stanley 
and Mr. Burton were travelling through that 
part of the country in their way to London, 
and had called to ſee, and paſs a night with 
Sir Auguſtus, with whom they had both a 
long and friendly intimacy, and finding that 1 
he would have no opportunity of ſpeaking. 
in private to his grandfather before it would 
be time for him to ſet off to Mrs. Hopton's,. 
he took advantage of a pauſe in the conver- | 
ſation to ſay, J am under a neceflity, Sir, 
of begging you will excuſe my abſence for a 
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ſew hours, as I muſt go once more to- night 


to Mrs. Hopton's. Why ſo, child,” cried 
Sir Auguſtus. © Ahl. Sir, he replied, © ſhe 
is very ill, ſo ill that there is no hope of her 
recovery.” * Indeed,” exclaimed Sir Au- 


guſtus. Ves, indeed Sir,” returned the 
youth, © my ſiſters are moſt deeply afflicted, 


and your kindneſs came ſeaſonably to allevi- 
ate their ſorrow ; they received your deter- 
mination moſt gratefully, and charged me 


with their dutiful acknowledgments, which 


they. hope you will permit them to pay per- 
ſonally.” <Certainly child,” faid the old 
gentleman,” highly pleaſed, I ſhall be glad 
to ſee them, but I ſuppoſe it cannot be be- 


fore the melancholy event you have reaſon 


to apprehend takes place, you have not, I 
ſuppoſe, mentioned my deſign to Mrs. Hop- 
ton as ſhe is ſo ill?” „Indeed I have, Sir,” 
rephed the youth, I believed that it would 
give her comfort, and was not miſtaken; it 


ſet her mind perfectly at reſt about what was 


her greateſt concern.” Poor woman,” ſaid 


Sir Auguſtus, I am very glad that it is in 
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my power to give comfort to a perſon in her 
ſituation; you may further aſſure her, that 
every care and accompliſhment to which their 
rank entitles them ſhall be beſtowed on them. 
And now, child, you had better ſet off, that 
you may have time to return to ſupper, but 
D I beg you will not think of walking, and I 
- believe you would do well to take Joſeph 
= with you, as the nights are dark. Auguſtus 
e roſe from table immediately, and with that 
h oraceful eaſe, which was natural to him, took 
his leave, Joſeph was ready to attend him, 


d Auguſtus ſaying he would walk down the 
d avenue, deſired he might follow him with 
8 horſes. bi 
Mn = 
[ It was about fix o'clock, on a dry evening 
p- in the beginning of April, but as there was no 
* moonlight, and the thick branches of the trees 
ld now ſhooting into leaf, which formed even 
it in the day time a deep ſhade, involved the 
vas avenue in utter darkneſs, Auguſtus unable 
aid to ſee his way, moved flowly and cautiouſly 
in along, wiſhing for the arrival of his ſervant, 


my H 6 when - 
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. when ſuddenly the ſound of v-ices in a whiſ- 
periag key ſtruck his ear, and the firſt words. 
he could diſtinguiſh rivetted his attention. 


ce Tt is all owing to the death of Squire 


Hopton,” aid one, “ for if he lived, the young 
maſter would never think of ſeeking a foot- 
ing at Marley Hall.” That's true, re- 
plicd rhe other, © Hopton was high ſpirited, 
and after the firſt denial, which if the truth 
was known, I believe the old man had very 
little hand in, he never troubled. his head 
about it, but took the entire charge of young 
maſter himſelf, which was no trifling matter, 
but the truth is, the whole country ſay he 
was a generous ſoul. He valued his purſe 
no more,” replied the firſt ſpeaker, © than if 


it was ſo much dirt, which is more than can 


be ſaid for our Squire Whitmore, and all the 
neighbours know well enough that the money 
he gives the poor at. Chriſtmas time is the 
old maſter's,. for it uſed to be given, thoſe 
ſay that know it, and more too, before he 
came, by Mr. Henry, who they all ſay was as 

| good 
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good a gentleman as ever lived.“ ©« Well, 


well, Peter, replied the other, * you have 


no reaſon to complain of Mr. Whitmore, he 
got you a good bargain at any rate, for to my 
certain knowledge Sir Auguſtus was offered 
fifty pounds a year for your farm, which to 
compliment my maſter he gave to you for 
thirty, becauſe he ſaid you were his foſterer, 
and followed him from his father's eſtate ; ſo- 
that you may hold your tongue I think.” 
« For the matter o' that.” * Wat.” ſaid the 
firſt, you know he fetched us all here one 
by one, and not for our fakes but his own ; 


however, I doesn't want to pry into nobody's. 


buſineſs bur my own.” © So much the bet- 
ter,“ ſaid the other, whom Auguſtus now 
knew. to be Walter, «here is the letter I. 
wrote to his honor, about this young chap 
taking up his quarters with us, for when he 
went away; he charged me to let him know 
every thing worth. mention that happened, 
and this is worth it or the devil's in it. Don't 
fail, Peter, to carry it to the poſt, for I daren't 
be out of the way, ſor my life, I got anger 
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to-day already, becauſe the young gentleman 
choſe to take a walk, and ] didn't put him 
on horſeback whether he would or not, and 
that ſly dog Joe is all in all, and ordered to 
wait on him, ſo mum's the word, we muſt 


ſee all and ſay nothing till his honor comes 


home, and then we ſhall get our queue and 
go on ſmack ſmooth.” . 


The trampling of the horſes now ap- 
proaching, broke up the conferrence, Au- 
guſtus went forward, and was ſoon overtaken 
by his ſervant, who ſaid as he held the ſtir- 
rap, did you ſee a couple of men, Sir, going 
towards the houſe.” No,“ replied Au- 
guſtus, but I heard the voices of men whom 
I ſuppoſed to be ſome of the ſervants, is there 
any thing remarkable in their being out.” 
« Oh! no, Sir,” ſaid Joſeph, © thoſe two are 
often together, and ſo much the worſe, for 
there are ſome people about Marley Hall, 
that remark whenever they are ſeen to hold 
any converſation together, there is ill luck to 

ſome one, either in the houſe or on the lands.“ 
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ce That's ſtrange indeed,” ſaid Auguſtus, 
are they ſuppoſed to deal in magic?” * 
No, Sir,” replied Joſeph, © they are ſup- 
poſed to deal in roguery, and as ſure as I 
have a head upon my ſhoulders there's miſ- 
chief hatching this moment.” „Of hat 
nature? aſked Auguſtus. © That I can't 
tell, Sir,“ returned the ſervant, © for, thank 
God, though I keep fair with them all, I'm. 
not in any of their ſecrets — Ah! Sir, if 
ou but knew what ſad doings there are 
àamongſt the tenants.”” 


r SESh um AES6. a 


Auguſtus made no reply, and ſilence en- 
u- ſued, for recollecting that he had juſt before 
m heard this man called © that fly dog, Joe, 
re Nit occurred to him that he was endeavouring 
both to gain his confidence, and diſcover if 
re he had overheard any part of the converſa- 
for W tion, he therefore deemed it highly neceſſary 
,o be on his guard, and to avoid appearing 
ola MW inquiſitive, or ſuſpicious, leſt, as he was con- 
toEW vinced Mr. Whitmore was his enemy, and 
the ſervants all under his command, ſome- 
at thing 
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thing worſe than he could at preſent foreſee 
might be plotted againſt him. 


Onarriving at Mrs. Hopton's he found that 
lady ſtill in the ſame ſtate, weak in body, but 
in mind all calmneſs and reſignation; ſhe re- 

joiced to ſee her grandſon, bleſſed and thank- 
ed him for his punctuality, and ſaid, ſhe 
would require but one viſit next day, and 
every future day, while the remained, then 
obſerving that the night was cold and un- 
whole ſome, bade him haſten to return to 
Marley Hall, where ſhe beſought the Al- 


mighty that he might ſpend many happy years. 


he fervently kiſſed her hand and retired, ac- 
companied by his ſiſters, to whom he now 
eircumſtantially related all that had paſſed be- 
tween him and the executor of his uncle, 
his ſudden determination of going to Marley 
Hall, his reception there, and cvery ſucceed- 
ing occurrence, concluding with an obſer— 
vation on the wiſdom and goodneſs of pro- 
vidence, who often prepares his creatures for 
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a true enjoyment of happineſs, by leading 
them to it through misfortunes. 


He gave them a more full account of their 
erandiather's intentions reſpecting thein, with 
which, if their grandmother ſhould die, as 
they feared ſhe would, they were well ſatisfied, 
both declaring their reluctance to become 
Inmates with the family of Mr. Whitmore, 


of whoſe evil deſigns againſt them, if they 


were before doubtiul, the converſation in the 
avenue Would have convinced them; they 
beſought their brother to be extremely cau- 
tious in his conduct, and to look on what he 
had overheard to be another mark of the Al- 
mighty goounels towards him, and given as 


a timely warning of luis danger, Fer God,“ 


ſaid the ſweet Alicia, while the tears ſwelled 
in her up caſt eyes, *© God is a father to the 
fatherleſs.“ | 


Auguſtus returned to Marley Hall in a 
ſhorter time than he had been expected, and 


ſaw in the countenances of his grandfather 


and 


162 


and the other gentlemen, that he was conſi- 
dered as a pleaſing addition to their com- 
pany; the obſervation exhile rated his ſpirits, 
he exerted his powers, and as the certainty of 
ſucceeding in any attempt is the greateſt in- 
ſurer of a good performance, fo it was now 
exemplified in Auguſtus, whoſe wit ſhone out 
in all its native brilliaacy, and ſo enchanted 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 


his hearers, that time 
away, and they thought not of ſeparating 
till a very late hour, when all parties retired 
in the utmoſt harmony of ſpirits ; Sir Au- 


proud of his 


12 


guſcus was 
gers were pleaicd with 

and the youth highiy gratified by the gene- 
ral approbation, vent to his repoſe in a hap- 
pier frame of mind than he ever before ex- 
perienced. 


their entertainment, 


Soon as Auguſtus awoke in the morning, 


his new ſervant, Joſeph, entered his chamber, 
and appreaching the bed, ſaid, © You have 
Nept well, Sir, I was here before, but would 
not diſturb you.” What is it late?“ cried 


Auguſtus 


paſſed imperceptibly 


grandſon, the firan- 


% 


ran, 
aſl; 
and 
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Auguſtus, ſtarting up. No, Sir,” replied 
the ſervant, „but I thought it would be 
azreeable to you to hear early from Mrs. 
Hopton, fo I went over, and, Sir, the reſted 
moſt of the night, and they think the is bet- 
ter.“ © Heaven be praiſed,” cried Auguſtus 
fervently, then turning to Joſeph, © i am 
much obliged to you, faid he, © indeed 


you could not ſerve me in a more accept- 


able manner than by making this inqui- 
ry.” Joſeph replied, Indeed, Sir, it is 
my wiſh to pleaſe you, and I hope you will 
never be diſſatisfied wich me, at leaſt I will 
do my beſt to keep my place, for though Sir 


Augudus is a very good maſter, I was never 


ſo pleaſed with any thing ke ever did for 


me, as with his orders to attend on you.“ 
He was proceeding, when the breakfaſt bell 
rang, and obliged him to break off and 
aſſiſt his maſter, who was quickly dreſſed 
and ready to attend Sir Auguſtus from his 
chamber to the parlour. After. breakfaſt the 


|. firangers took their leave, and with many 


profeſſions of friendſhip and invitations to the 
young 
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young heir to viſit them at their houſes, they 
departed, charged with a letter from Sir 
Auguſtus to his daughter in London. 


Aſter they were gone, the old ventleman 
inquired of Auguſtus if he did not tinnk them 
very well bred and agreeahle men. © Yes, 
Sir,“ ſaid he, © they certainly are, but Mr. 
Burton has by far the advantage in my opi— 
nion, he is in every reſpect a gentleman, 
while the manners of Sir John are rather 
more ſtately than elegant.“ *© I have heard 
that remarked before,” rephed Sir Auguſtus, 
« but Sir John is a man highly born, and that 


reſerve which he puts on to inferiors ſome- 
times breaks out amongſt his equals, but 


when he gets into a ſelect company, as laſt 
night, that imperceptibly wears off, and he 
becomes an agreeable companion, he is a 
man of ſound judgment, and it is with great 
pleaſure I heard both him and my worthy 
friend Burton declare their approbation © 


you. I tell you of it, as I think ic but juſt 
to give merit its due reward of honeſt praiſe, 
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and there 1s no danger that a perſon of real 


can only be the fate of thoſe pretenders to it, 
whoſe weak heads, unable to bear the firſt 
draught of adulation, turn giddy, and expoſe 
me cheat to public view.” Auguſtus bowed 
: profoundly, © Truly, Sir,” ſaid he, © if my 
r. bad bears this, I think I may count my ſelf 
for ever after free from all danger of ſuch in- 


in, NWxication; but as I apprehend the good will 


ner Jof thoſe gentlemen may for once have biaſſed 
ard Iteir judgments, in our ſhort acquaintance, 
tus, II ſhall make it my future ſtudy to deſerve in 
hat reality their kind opinion. * Nay, child,” 
ne- icturned Sir Auguſtus, „it is not from me or 
but Imy particular friends that you are to expect 
laſt Battery, my friends, I am certain, ſpoke as 
| he they thought, and, for my own part, I can 
is afſſruly ſay, that I am well ſatisfied with you.“ 
zreat My dear Sir,” cried the youth, in a moſt 
rthy Fnimated tone of voice, let me but continue 
on offÞÞ the poſſeſſion of this happineſs and I will 
t juſtPeither ſeek or wiſh for greater.” It de- 
raiſe ſends on yourſeli,”” replicd Sir Auguſtus, 

and ce continue 


merit can be rendered vain by applauſe, that 
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ec continue to deſerve, and you will moſt cer- 
tainly continue to poſſeſs, the good opinion 
I have conceived of you, and which to be 
-obliged now to retract, would wound me to 
the ſoul; remember therefore, Auguſtus, that 
for my fake, as well as your own, you muſt 
be cautious not to ſtray from the paths of rec- 
titude and honor.” Did there need an in- 
centive to do what is right,” returned the 
youth, © you have indeed named the ſtrongeſt 
that could poſſibly be imagined; but if I know 
my own heart, and I truſt in heaven 1 do, 
the abhorrence of vice will be a ſufficient 
guard againſt its approaches, and the loveli- 
neſs of virtue ſecure my faithful adherence 


to her precepts.” 


Auguſtus paid an early viſit to Mrs. Hop- 
ton, and returned, as before, to dinner; and 
thus, with little variation, paſſed ſeveral] days, 
the old man continued chearful, and pleaſed 
with his young companion, who, on bis part, 
felt no deſire to enlarge the party, but wa 


ſufficiently eatertained by the co: verſ; tion o 
| his 
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his grandfather, whoſe character was gradu- 
ally unfolded to him, and of whoſe innate 
principles of honor and real worth he formed 
the molt exalred opinion, while his chief foi- 
ble, the pride of anceſtry, was alſo apparent, 
and made the youth cautious in touching on 
the ſubject, leſt he may chance to fail in that 
high reſpect with which Sir Auguſtus ever 
ne treated it, inſomuch, that it appeared in his 
et idea to be the moſt intereſting ſubject that 
could poſſibly be introduced, and not to be 
0, handled lightly, but with as ſerious reverence 
ent as even religion itſelf. | 


nce The converſations frequently turned on the 
plan of education which the youth had en- 
tered on, and meant to purſue ; Sir Auguſtus 
op- ¶ reſpected a ſcholar, he was himſelf acquainted 


and with the claſſics, and thought it proper that 
days, every gentleman ſhould, he therefore encou- - 


raced the ardour manifeſted by his grandſon, 
in the purſuit of literature, and determined 
to continue him at the univerſity for another 
year, when he meant to give him the finiſh, 

| by 
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by ſending him on the grand tour. Theſe 
arrangements were highly gratifying to the c 
youth, while Sir Auguſtus, anticipating what e 
his grandſon would be, went ſo far at one 1 
time as to hint, that his hopes reſted on the u 
fond expectation that the brilliant figure his v 
talents, perſon, and education, would make, tl 
on the annals of the houſe of Marley, would di 


nearly obliterate the errors of his father. 


One day, when Avguſtus paid his accuſ- M 


tomed viſit to Mrs. Hopton, he found her ſlo I <! 
changed as to convince him her diſſolution fan 
was at hand, and her Phyſician ſoon after de- Lu 
claring himſelf of the ſame opinion, the youth dre 
thought it neceſſary to inform Sir Auguſtus to 
of the circumſtance, and that he would not eac 
return to Marley Hall till all was over; and and 
Sir Auguſtus rephed to the meſſage, by de- I reti. 
firing to be made acquainted with the event } ther 
; as ſoon as it ſhould take place, requeſting, at I of 6 


the ſame time, that he would be careful of his I ſiſtec 
own health, and that of his ſiſters. About I dire 
midnight the worthy Mrs. Hopton fell into a | 

| kind 


2 
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kind of doze, in which ſhe continued till the 
dawn of day, when her virtuous ſpirit depart- 
ed from its earthly manſion, and fled to the 
abodes of bliſs; her three grand- children 
with Mr. Elwood, and moſt of her ſervants, 
were preſent at the awful moment, and ſaw 


the great change take place without the leaſt 
diſtortion of countenance, or even a ſigh. 


ce Tt. is the death of the righteous,” ſaid 
Mr. Elwood, with uplifted hands and eyes, 
«be it thy will, O Lord, to grant us all the 
ſame.” Then taking the hands of Alicia and 
Lucy, „let me lead you hence my dear chil- 
dren,” ſaid he, „you have fulfilled your duty 
to the utmoſt, leave all elſe to me.” They 
each kiſſed a hand of their departed friend, 
and reſpectfully obeyed hin—Auguitus alſo 
retired, and prevailed on his ſiſters to repoſe 
themſelves for a few hours after the fatigue 
of ſitting up during the night, while he aſ- 
ſiſted Mr. Elwood in giving all the neceſiary 
directions which the occaſion required, 


vor. 1. t - 
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About nine o'clock he ſent a meſſenger to 
Marley Hall, and ſoon after Joſeph came to 
him, „Oh! Sir,” ſaid he, © Mr. Whitmore 
is come home, he arrived late laſt night, and 


only I was afraid of being ſuſpected, I would 


have come over immediately to tell you, but 
thank God! all is well, for he is ſo fatigued 


from travelling poſt, that he was not up when 
your meſſenger came to the hall, ſo Sir Au- 


guſtus has given orders for the coach to come 
for the young ladies, and when once he ſees 
them, it is all over with Squire Whitmore.” 
« declare Joſeph,” cried Auguſtus, © you 
ſurpriſe me, how can the return of Mr. 
Whitmore interfere with my ſiſters going to 
Marley Hall, it can be no affair of his whe- 


ther they go or not, nor is it juſt that he 
ſhould interfere between them and their 


grandfather.” Jofeph ſhook his head, “as to 
the juſtice of the thing,” he replied, that's 


out of the queſtion entirely, and I doubt if he 
was up before the orders were given, if the 
| ſtate coach would get an airing this day, but 
thanks to the ſtubbornneſs of Sir Auguſtus. 
| ] 
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I aſk your pardon, Sir,” ſeeing the youth look 
angry, © I ſhould have called it ſomething 


elſe, but the fact is, that whenever he gives 
orders for a thing to be done, done it muſt 


be, whether right or wrong; for, to give him 
his due, he's none of your weather- cock 
gentlemen, but ſticks firmly to his point, 
eſpecially if any one is bold enough to con- 
tradict him, for which reaſon if Mr. Whit- 
more wanted to bring him about, he would 
pretend to be of the ſame opinion with him, 
and talk it over, and alter it a little now and 
a little then, till he made it quite another 
thing, and {till the old gentleman being hu- 
moured throughout, would never ſce the 


change - Ah! that ſame Squire has a head to 
overſet the nation.“ 


« Joſeph,” cried Auguſtus, at length, 


ce how comes it that you dare take ſuch liber- 
ties as theſe with the characters of my grand- 


facher and my uncle, in my preſence, 1s it to 


inſult me, or do you think me baſe enough 
to approve of it,” © Oh! Sir,” cried Joſeph, 
] 2 deeply 
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deeply bluſhing, © I take God to witneſs, that 
except yourſelt, there is not any one living I 
have ſo great a reſpect for as Sir Auguſtus, 
and though I call him ftubborn, it was for 
want ofa better term, and nothing elſe ; but 
Squire Whitmore, Sir, indeed you mult ex- 
cuſe me if I can't think him worthy of being 
reſpected, and faith, Sir, though I am but a 
poor young man, I ſcorn to think one thing 
and ſay another, though I can, if tis neceſſary, 
hold my tongue entirely.“ „In this caſe,” 
laid his maſter, „ believe you will find it 
prudent to do ſo.” “ Well, Sir,” replied 
Joſeph, „you ſhall find that I can, but, for 
God's fake, before my mouth 1s ſtopped, give 
me leave to ſay a word more.” © Be brief 
then,” ſaid Auguſtus, © for it is a diſagreeable 
ſubject you have choſen.” „ will, Sir,” 
replied Joleph, © it is only this: I know Mr. 
_. Whitmore well, I have ſtrong reaſon to be- 
lieve that he was the bitter enemy of your 
father.” —Auguſtus ſtarted—Joſeph went on. 
« The ſame reaſon, Sir, that made him your 
father's enemy, will make him Yours; all the 

1 ſervants 
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ſervants in the houſe, except myſelf and one 


woman, who is old and deaf, are of his own 


picking and chooſing, they will be ſpies, Sir, 


on you, and the young ladies, and very in- 
nocent people, you know, Sir, have been of- 
ten ſo miſrepreſented, as even to be hanged 
for what they were never guilty of, fo much 
as in thought, let it not offend you then, Sir, 
if your ſervant takes the liberty of putting 


you on your guard, for you may depend on. 


it, that it was not for any good Mr. Whitmore 
travelled poſt from Londag, a full month 
ſooner than he was expected.” Auguſtus 


ſighed deeply, and Joſeph obſerving it, re- 
tired. 


The incautious ſincerity with which this 


young man declared to Auguſtus ſentiments 
ſo very ſimilar to his own, reſpecting Mr. 
Whitmore's unexpected -return, made his 
ſuſpicions of him in a great meaſure ſublide ; 
the converſation in the avenue, which was ſtill 
freſh in his memory, leſt him no room to 
doubt the truth of all he had ſaid, but why, 

mg | -: 


* 
5 
* 6 
* — — — 


2 S * A 4 — 2 r N — wc TORS Re ot Ts Fa > UE wh 
o. eo Ie —_— AG Song: 2 * — TE IE SRI a n 2 8 2 * 1 A * 
yi — 2 WI < » 1 88 e 4 * "Few > ov" — A 4 wok = N 2 — . - : > 4, f RR . o 
ri 2 — a ET? > * I a att. wart hed _ = * 5 — nt DIY ä 3 — cir, BY CH he oh 
— * 2 7 . 4. 5 4 4 1 - you : Py 2 ls 7 Py »1 LARS 2 — . 5 — — i * 
— a £ * 7 To ＋ * Srv. 2 3 : 2 - — 3 8 26-2 on "> "2, Fs _ —_— 8 = 9 2 G 2 93 MAS ICS - 
- 


_ 
8 — 8 — 
88 
. 


R 
——, 
wet 
Le 


As 


DT 
— 


tg 
* ry 
_, 
8 
"Ee 


2 * 
SU 
2 R Awe + bag 
2 << ——¼ * I 


- — * 
( 
0 - bo Fe 


* * A 
3 SI 
* * * 12 
— 3 


E 2 
. 
_ * 


174 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY... 


Joſeph ſhould in a few days, nay on the very 


firſt day, conceive ſuch an attachment to him, 


as to eſpouſe his cauſe ſo warmly, was a cir- 
cumitance that he could not account for, and 


after conſidering the matter very earneſtly, 


a doubt ſtill remained whether Joſeph was in- 
deed the honeſt ingenuous young man, de- 
teſting the characters of thoſe he fo freely 
cenſured, or the crafty emiſſary of the whole 
party, employed for the purpoſe of gaining 
his confidence, that he might the more eaſily 
be led into their ſnares. This doubt preſſed 


heavy on his mind, and made him very un- 


eaſy ; he did not with to harbour an unjuſt 
opinion of any fellow creature, he wiſhed 


that Joſeph might prove ſincere for the ho- 


nor of humanity as well as for the advantage 
it would be to him to poſſeſs one friend 
amongſt ſuch an hoſt of foes as ſurrounded 
him, but he feared to truſt him 'till time 
ſhould prove him worthy of it. 


Mr, Elwood's entrance broke up thoſe 


meditations, juſt as Auguſtus had concluded, 


; | that 
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that to continue his reſerve to Joſeph was the 
ſafeſt mode of conduct he could purſue, par- 
ticularly as he ſaw no purpoſe that would be 


anſwered at preſent, by an acknowledgment 


of his apprehenſions from Whitmore's aſ- 


cendancy over Sir Auguſtus, If he is ho- 


neſt,” ſaid he to himſelf, “no reſerve on my 
part will prevent him from warning me of 
any danger which he may chance to diſcover, 
if he is not, it will not be in his power to be- 
tray me.“ 


Mr. Elwood came to invite him to break- 
faſt, and ſaid, that he had prevailed on the 
young ladies to join them in the parlour. 
Auguſtus thanked him for this kind atten- 
tion to them all, and immediately followed 
him to the breakfaſt room, where Lucy and 


Alicia were already ſeated, and while they 


endeavoured to ſubdue their feelings, and 
take this neceſſary refreſhment, the equipage 
of Sir Auguſtus Marley drove up to the 


door. Alicia let fall her cup. Heavens!” 


exclain e] Lacy, © what viſitor are we going 
14 to 
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to have at ſuch a time as this?” © The car- 
riage,” ſaid Mr. Elwood, © which you ſee, is 
empty, belongs to your grandfather, perhaps 
he ſends for you.” He does,” replied Au- 


guſcus, and I ſhould have informed them 


of it.” © What!” cried Alicia, burſting into 
tears, © mult we go ſo ſoon, muſt we for ever 
quit — © My dear Miſs Marley,” ſaid 
Mr. Elwood, interrupting her, “ reflect, that 
ſhe who endeared this place to you is no 
more, and it even now belongs to another 
perſon.” Let us be gone, my ſiſter,” added 
Lucy, «let us obey the mandate of our only 
parent, who ſo kindly in the moment of our 
affliction, opens his ſheltering arms to receive 
us.” Alas!“ replied Alicia, © I ſhrink 
from the encounter, I dare not go.“ My 
deareſt ſiſter, cried Auguſtus, greatly alarm- 
ed, © tear nothing, you go to a kind affec- 
tionate friend, to the houſe of your father, 
where you will meet with the urmoſt reſpect 
and attention ; diſmiſs this weakneſs then, I 
beſcech you, and exert your ſpirits.“ 1 

will 
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will, I will,“ ſhe returned, «© I'll do any thing 
you deſire, but bear with my weakneſs, or 
my folly, dear Auguſtus, and help to ſupport 
me through an interview which, though I 
know not why, appears dreadtul to me; per- 
haps my grandfather will take "ſome diſlike 
to me.” © Above all things,” replied Au- 
guſtus, do not dread that, for I have one 
ſtrong reaſon to believe that your firſt im- 


preſſion. on him will be very favorable.” 


Mr. Elwood joined his friendly endeavours 
to encourage her, in which he was ſucceſs- 
ful, and after changing their dreſs, and making 
ſome other ſhort preparation, the lovely 
ſiſters were ſeated in the carriage, Mr. El- 
wood promiſed to ſee them as ſoon as the fu- 
neral was over, and Auguſtus taking his ſeat 
beſide the drooping Alicia, they were driven 
off with palpitating hearts towards Marley 
Hall. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


HE Hon. Mr. Whitmore had been 
called to London by the death of his 
eldeſt brother, the Earl of Moreland, who 
dying a bachelor, at the age of fifty, after a 
life of diſſipation and extravagance, left the 
title, With an encumbered eſtate, to the next 
brother, a man of weak intellects, who looked 
up to Mr. Whitmore, the youngeſt of five, 
and the only one hving, for advice and aſ- 
liſtance on the occaſion, having found the 
ſteward's accounts and the various incum- 
brances on his eſtate too 1ntricate to be de- 


cyphered by himſelf, and to the gentlemen 
| of 


Us 
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of the law he had conceived fo inveterate a 
hatred, without any reaſon whatever, that he 
declined all intercourſe with them; to lis bro- 
ther then, as a man of ſenſe, he applied, who 
moſt readily undertook the taſk, and as he 
had for ſome time intended to paſs a few of 
the winter months, with his family, in the 


Metropolis, in order to introduce his daugh- - 


ters into public, he took the preſent oppor- 


_ tunity, and with many apologies to Sir Au- 


guſtus for leaving him alone in the country, 
at ſo dreary a ſeaſon, ſet off for London, from 
whence, in a week after their arrival, his fon, 
Mr. Auguſtus Whitmore, failed for France. 


The confuſion of his late brother's affairs, 
added to the ſtupidity of the new Earl, kept 
Mr. Whitmore fully employed for a conſi- 
derable tirae, as did the amuſements of the 


town his lady and daughters; and he had juſt | 


arrange 1 every thing to his ſatisfaction (ha- 
ving deſtined nearly the whole fortune to the 


payment of debts, reſerving only a ſmall por- 


tion for the ſupport of the preſent Earl, and 
I 6 a 
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| a family of ſickly children, one only of whom 0 
7 was a boy. of ſix years old, ſorely afflicted ; 
= with an evil, which they all inherited from : 
4 | their mother's family, and in failure of whom 4 
i# the Hon. Mr. Whitmore was next heir) and t 
1 began to take ſome recreation, when a letter 

1 from Marley Hall, written by his faithful 
Walter, and informing him of the arrival and . a 
"A flattering reception of Auguſtus, threw him ti 
1 into the utmoſt conſternation. t] 
4 He communicated the direful tidings to c 
3 his lady, who conſidering the offspring of v 
| her brother by an inferior marriage as little h. 
Fs better than a ſpurious branch of her houſe, a1 
3 was equally alarmed, leſt they ſhould gain a 

[ permanent aſylum at Marley Hall, and ſo 

1 contaminate its auguſt walls. It was mutually | © 
5 agreed that the only ſtep to be taken was to } V 
9 repair thither immediately, but as the entire th 
3 family could not be moved with all the ex- to 
„ pedition which the caſe required, it was de- an 
* termined that Mr. Whitmore ſhould ſet out: M 
* alone, and leave the reſt to follow him at their of 


i" | | leiſure; 


ga). — nd Quand 'S „ 
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leiſure; this he accordingly did, and arrived 
juſt as Sir Auguſtus, weary of ſetting alone, 
and lamenting the abſence of his young com- 


panion, had rang for Walter to aſſiſt him to 


his chamber. 

Mr. Whitmore entered the room fatigued 
and agitated, and ſcarcely permitted himſelf 
time to pay his compliments, and give ſome 
thing like a reaſon for his abrupt appearance, 
when he caſt a ſcrutinizing look round the 
chamber, in ſearch of the dreaded youth, 
when perceiving that Sir Auguſtus was alone, 
his countenance brightened, he fat down, 
and ſupper being re- ſerved, he eat heartily. 


« So Alicia and the girls are on the road, 
faid Sir Auguſtus. © They are, Sir,” replied 
Whitmore, “as ſoon as I had compleated 


the diſagreeable buſineſs that carried me to 


town, I reſolved to quit it; I found my wife 
and daughter as anxious to return to dear 
Marley Hall as I was myſelf, but for the life 
of me I could not curb my impatience to 

lee 
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ſee you any longer, ſo leaving them at the: 


firſt ſtage, I poited it hither, by way of har- : 
binger, and fo have broken in on your ſoli- z 
tude. © You are very good, my dear ( 
Whitmore,” returned Sir Auguſtus, “ but J f 
have not been ſo lonely as your good- nature 1 
made you fear I ſhould be; ſeveral of my 1 5 
friends have viſited me, amongſt others Dr. a 
Burton and Sir John Stanley paſſed a day \ 
and night with me laſt week, in their way to 8 
London, have you not ſeen them?“ ©] 60 
have not, replied Mr. Whitmore. Then FR 
J have to inform you,“ added Sir Auguſtus, 1 
« what I wrote of by Sir John, the reſtora- 5 
tion of my grandſon to me, by the death of t 
Mr. Hopton, who ſo long eſtranged him 5 
from his family; I find him a very fine and £ 
promiſing youth, and his fociety was a great 8 
acquilition in my retired ſituation.” p 
th 

« My dear Sir,” exclaimed Whitmore, fe 
ſeizing his hand, “permit me to congratulate fi 
you on this moſt happy event, but where 1s 1 
Mr. Marley, I am impatient to be known to th 


him.“ 
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him.” <« He is at preſent,” replied the Ba- 
ronet, „at Mrs. Hopton's, who, poor wo- 
man, is ſo overcome by the death of her fon, 


(you may remember he was a very clever. 


ſort of man) that her life is deſpaired of, and 
my affectionate Auguſtus (you know ſhe is 


his grandmother) is gone to be with her till 


all is over.” © Amiable youth,” cried Mr. 
Whitmore, © what a pity he ſhould be ſo 


connected with ſuch low ſort of people.“ 


« As to that,” replied the other, c we can- 
not, however we may wiſh it, change his re- 
lations, but muſt be content with the con- 
nexion being very nearly diſſolved. Why 
that indeed is fomething,” cried Mr. Whit- 
more, and whatever low ideas he may have 
contracted amongſt them, time will wear 
out.” I believe you will find him,” re- 
plied Sir Auguſtus, © very free from every 
thing of the kind, his education having ef- 


fectually ſecured him from that; but his 


liſters, poor things, I tremble for; however, 
I will try what can be done, I mean to fend 
them into Scotland, to my couſin Awbery, 


by 
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by whoſe care, T truſt, all ſeeds of meanneſs 
will be eradicated from their minds, in a 
ſhort time.“ | 


« You judge of this, my dear Sir,” re- 


turned Mr. Whitmore, as of every thing 


elie, witk your uſual prudence, and what a 
happineſs it is to have the head of a family 
endowed with a found underſtanding, every 
branch of it ſo naturally looks up to him, and 
is regulated by his counſels :—Ah ! Sir, the 
| miſerable deficiency of poor Lord Moreland 
in this reſpect is truly pitiable; did you know 
the grief and trouble it has given me in en- 
deavouring to adjuſt his affairs, you would 
feel for me. He then gave a long detail of 
his brother's imbecility, and his own labori- 
ous taſk during his reſidence in London, 
which continued till a late hour, when hear- 
ing the clock ftrike, he aroſe, aud apolo- 
gizing for having intruded on Sir Auguſtus's 
hour of repoſe, they ok retired to their 
chambers. 
6 
Sir 
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Sir Auguſtus had but juſt riſen in the 
morning when he received his grandſon's 


meſſage, when he inſtantly gave orders for 


the ſtate coach to be taken, with the proper 
attendants for the young ladies, his orders 


were obeyed as punctually and as quick as 


poſſible, and he had juſt finiſhed his break- 


faſt, which he delayed near an hour in com- 


pliment to Mr. Whitmore's fatigue, and was 
proceeding in a detail of ſome matters which 
had occurred during the abſence of that gen- 
tleman, in the country, when his auditor hap- 
pening to look towards the window, ſud- 
denly exclaimed, as he ſtarted from his chair, 


ce jt cannot ſure be my Alicia, arrived ſo 


E 


ſoon !'? Then, looking from the window, he 
beheld the arms of Marley blazing on the 
coach, which was drawn by ſix horſes, a foot- 
man rode on before it, and two others after, 
while it moved through the avenue in the 


utmoſt ſtate. Good God! Sir,“ cried he, 


eas I live this is your carriage.” I know it 
is, ſaid Sir Auguſtus, and continued in a 
muſing poſition, leaning on his elbow, till 

the 


7 


1 


. 
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the horſes prancing up to the door diſturbed 
him. Surpriſe and diſmay ſeized on Mr. 
Whitmore when he ſaw Auguſtus alight 
from the carriage, and having handed out his 
ſiſters, lead one in each hand into the hall, 
the parlour door was thrown open, and in the 
fame manner he led them up to Sir Au- 
guſtus's chair, (which he ſtrove to quit in re- 
ſpect to them but was unable) where they 
gracefully kneeled. Heaven bleſs you, my 
daughters, ſaid he, then taking a hand of 
each and raiſing them up, he affectionately 
kifled them, bidding them welcome to Mar- 
ley Hall; he moſt cordially ſhook hands with 
Auguſtus, and preſenting all three ro Mr. 
Whitmore, who was profuſe in compliments 
and congratulations, he made the girls fit on 
either fide of him, and ordering refrcſh- 
ments, begged them to be cheerful and con- 
ſider themſelves at home; they bowed but 
could not for ſome time obey him. 
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The conſiderate old gentleman ſtole his 
glances at his beauteous - grand-daughters, 
wich 


ais 
rs, 
ich 
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with all the caution of a young timid lover, 
though from the contrary caule, a fear of diſ- 
concerting them, not of being diſconcerted 
himſelf; at length he exclaimed, © Bleſs me, 


Auguſtus, they are ſo much alike that there | 


is no knowing them aſunder,” They are 
twins, Sir,” replied the youth, © Indeed,” 


ſaid Sir Auguſtus, © 1] did not know that be- 


fore ; what is your name, my dear?” taking 
the hand of one. Alicia, Sir,” ſaid ſhe. 
Alicia!“ he repeated, © that's well, it has 
long been a favorite name with me.” Then 
turning to the other, he aſked the ſame 
queſtion ; ſhe heſitatingly replied, © Lucy, 
Sir.” „Lucy,“ ſaid he, Lucinda I de- 
declare I don't recolle& any of my family 
who bore that appellation.” He pauſed, as 
if to recolle& himſelf, and Mr. Whitmore 
ſeizing the opportunity ſo fairly offered, ſaid, 
ef I miſtake not, Miſs Marley, your mo- 


ther's name was Lucy, the beautiful Lucy 


Hopton, ſhe was truly beautiful indeed, and 
without flattery, I think you bear a very 
ſtrong reſemblance to her.“ 


Sir 


1838 


Sir Auguſtus looked full in the face of 
Lucy, and then at Alicia; while his grandſon 
exchanged a glance with Mr. Whitmore, 
not at all pleaſing to that gentleman, as it 
proved to him the quick penetration of the 
youth, from whoſe age and inexperience he 
had expected nothing but open ſimplicity of 
heart, on which he could eaſily practice; 
how much, therefore, was he ſurpriſed and 
diſconcerted, when by that one glance he was 
convinced of the neceſſity of a total change 
in his plan of operations, which he had fo 
well and regularly arranged—he was ſtruck 
dumb—he was abaſhed. 
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te I now recolle&,” ſaid Sir Auguſtus, 

« that my grandfather. had a ſiſter, named 
Lucinda, though it was not a family name, 
ſhe was the youngeſt daughter, and was called 

after a lady, who was a friend and companion 

of her mother's, when they were both maids 

of honor to her Majeſty Queen Anne; ſhe 

was married at court to Sir Henry Marley, 

and the Queen honored the nuptials with her 

| royal 


ſmiling, * my mother was a Hebe, my ſiſters 
| | are 
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royal preſence. Lucinda is a very good 
name, how came your mother by it chiid ?“ 
ce Indeed Sir,“ replied Lucy, “] cannot tell, 


ualeſs it had been alſo her mother's name.“ 


« Well, 'tis no matter, he continued, © you 
are not the firſt Lucinda Marley ; have you 
been always counted hke your. mother, my 
dears?” I never heard that we were, Sir, 
replied Lucy, “nor can TI think we are, for 


1 have ſeen her picture, but herſelf I never. 


ſaw, for, alas! our birth was the cauſe of her 


death.”” Luey fighed deeply, a tear ſtole 
down her cheek, and her brother took up 


the ſubject. 


« It 1s. ſtrange,” ſaid he, © that as Mr. 
Whitmore has feen my motner he ſhould 
miſtake ſo much, but probably it is owing to 
a failure in his memory, for the form of my 
mother, though very handſome, was extreme- 
ly delicate; my ſiſters are not ſo; they are 
above the middle ſize, and their limbs pro- 
portionably large; in ſhort, continued he 
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are Diana's.” „ proteſt, young man,” ſaid 
Sir Avguſtus, © you compliment in a very 
tigh ſtrain, does he not, fon Whitmore ?” 
<« Yes indeed, Sir, he replied, I know not 
the fair one who could reſiſt ſo eloquent a 
tongue, if fraught with love, but you miſ- 
take me, Mr. Marley, in reſpect to the re- 
ſemblance, it was not the perſons of theſe 
ladies I meant; it muſt be confeſſed, as you 
juſtly obſerve, that they excel in that point, 
but their features, Sir, are aſtoniſhingly like 
thoſe of your mother, when in the bloom of 
youth and health, as they are now; latterly, 
indeed (for I ſaw her in London at Lady 
Stanmore's,) ſhe acquired a paleneſs and 
ſomething like dejection. 


Sir Auguſtus looked again at his grand- 
daughters, © I know not,” faid he, if ever 
I faw Miſs Hopton, but moſt certainly I 
know a face very like theſe children,” It 
is their mother's indeed,“ rephed Mr. Whit- 
more, © you ſaw her conſtantly at church, 


ſal 


_ dir 


ten 
fret 


wel 


A 


Sir, they have juſt that enchanting turn of | ſerv 


COun- 
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countenance for which the was ſo eminent.“ 


ce Tf you had ſaid that Mr. Whitmore could 


compliment, Sir,” cried Auguſtus, addreſſing 
his grandfat er, & you would have done but 
juſtice ; but we mutt 1e-ollet that he is but 
juſt arrived f m the world of faſhion and 


politeneſs; however, I ſtill think that his 


memory fails, and that you, Sir, will ſoon 
diſcover the likeneſs which has for a good 
while ſtruck me very forcibly. So much 
for exterior, and, I truſt in God, the minds 
of my dear girls will bear as ſtrict a ſcrutiny 


as their forms, whoever they are found to 
reſemble.” 


«If you wiſh to be alone, my children,” 
ſaid the old gentleman, © you may retire till 
dinner to your apartments, and whatever at- 
tendance you may require, I beg you will 
freely command, my ſervants are tolerably 


well diſciplined, and will be ready at a call.“ 


The girls aroſe, glad to be freed from ob- 
ſervation for a few hours, and a footman an- 


ſwering 
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ſwering to the bell, was ordered to ſend in 
the houſekeeper, who, on making her ap- 
pearance, was deſired by Sir Auguſtus to at- 
tend the young ladies to the blue apartment, 
which he hoped had been ſet in the order 
he defired; the houſekeeper replied that it 
was, and leading the way, was followed by 
Alicia and Lucy; ſhe led them up ſtairs, and 
through a long gallery to a wing of the houſe. 
which very pleaſantly projected into the 
pleaſure grounds, ſne opened a door, and 
they entered a large room, the window cur- 
tains, chairs, and ſofas of which were of a 
pale blue damaſk, trimmed with a white 
fringe, intermixed with ſilver. This, la- 
dies,” ſaid the woman, is your ſitting- 
room, and here,” ſaid ſhe, throwing open 
two doors, © are your bed chambers, with a 
large cloſet to each ; Sir Auguſtus formerly 
ſlept in one of them, and Lady Marley in 
the other, but on her death he went to ſleep 


at the other end of the houſe, and theſe rooms 


have been appropriated to viſitors; in the 
cloſet of Lady Marley's room you will find 
her 
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ber books, and every thing, as ſhe left it, 

for Mrs. Whitmore is not fond of reading, 
and the young ladies are all ſo much afraid 
of ghoſts, that they would not ſo much as lay 


a finger on any thing belonging to a dead 


perſon, ſo every thing remains untouched, 
Sir Auguſtus having kept the key, which he 
has given me for your uſe.” «© We are 
much obliged to him,” faid Lucy, and re- 
ceived it. The houfekeeper then. aſking if 
they had any commands for her, was an- 
twered in the negative, and retired, leaving 
them to that free communication of thought 


which their great affection for each other 


rendered moit delightful to them, and made 


their moments of retirement the ſweete{t of 
their lives. 


Sick and fitigued, Alicia threw herſelf on 
a ſofa, and Lucy ſat beſide her, both for 
ſome moments continuing ſilent, their minds 
fully engaged by the change in their ſitua- 
tion. „Oh! my beoved grandmother,” 
cried Alicia, at length, „how far ha pier 
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ber books, and every thing, as ſhe left it, 
for Mrs. Whitmore is not fond of reading, 5 
and the young ladies are all ſo much afraid 
of ghoſts, that they would not ſo much as lay 
a finger on any thing belonging to a dead 
perſon, ſo every thing remains untouched, 
Sir Auguſtus having kept the key, which he 
has given me for your uſe.” © We are 
much obliged to him,” ſaid Lucy, and re- 


ceived it. The houtekeeper then aſking if 


they had any commands for her, was an- 
twered in the negative, and retired, leaving 
them to that free communication of thought 
which their great affection for each other 
rendered moit delightful to them, and made 


their moments of retirement the ſweeteſt of 
their lives. 


Sick and futigued, Alicia threw herſelf on 
a ſofa, and Lucy ſat beſide ker, both for 
ſome moments continuing ſilent, their minds 
fully engaged by the change in their ſitua- 
Oh! my beoved grandmother,” 
cried Alicia, at length, © how far ha pier 
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were we 1n our neat plain little chamber, 
with you, than ſurrounded by all this finery, 


which can no way compenſate for our heavy 


' loſs; and are you gone from us for ever? 
Deareſt, beſt of women, muſt your poor 
children never more behold you, and in- 
ſtead of your mild countenance, on which 
they loved to look, muſt they now be doomed 
to meet the frown of their haughty aunt, and 
the pert ſcrutiny of her faſhionable daugh- 
ters? Alicia wept: „My beſt love,” 
cried Lucy, kiſſing her pale cheek, “ for 
heaven's ſake be comforted, and recolle&, 
that we are not to remain in this place, which 
you ſeem to think would be fo diſagreeable.“ 
« Ah! my dear Lucy,” ſhe replied, © is it 
not ſtill as bad to be ſent to ſome old formal 
woman of quality,. whoſe conſtant taſk, moſt 
probably, will be an endeavour to inſpire us 
with contempt for thoſe dear and only rela- 
tives we have ever known.” © But that,” 
returned Lucy, „ defy all the preachers 
upon the earth, either male or female, to ef- 


fect; never, never, for a moment, can we 
| be 
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be guilty of ſuch baſe ingratitude, cheer up 
then, my dear ſiſter, and deſpiſe, as I do, all 


ſuch vain attempts on the integrity of our 


hearts ; to our grandfather indeed all reſpect 


is due; what a fine old man he is, what a dig- 


nified countenance he poſſeſſes; he received 
us moſt kindly, and that alone ſhould give us 
confidence; for my part, I am reſolved to 
behave in ſuch a manner, as ſhall convince 


every body that I am fo far from feeling my- 


ſelf exalted by becoming a reſident at Marley 
Hall, that I only conſider myſelf in my pro- 
per place, nor ſhall the Miſs Wh tmore's at- 
tempt to look us down, filly creatures, who 
are afraid of ghoſts,” 


"Iv 
1 


Alicia, ſmiling through her tears, replied, 


ce you are perfectly in the right, my dear, to 


reſolve on ſupporting your own dignity, for 
nothing more creates reſpect in others; but 


alas! I fear my ſpirits are too weak to per- 


mit me to follow your example, and I ſhall 
ſink under the attempt.” Fear not,“ cried 


Lucy, „we will be ſeldom ſeparate, and 
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when you find a failure in yourſelf, depend 
on me. But what do vou think of Mr. Whit- 
more, is he not a wretch to-endeavour to 
raiſe a prejudice againſt us in the breaſt of 
Sir Auguſtus, by feiening a reſemblance be- 
tween us and our poor dear mother, whoſe 
name, after all, he remembered better than 
her perſon.“ I ſhould have hated him at 
the moment,” replied Alicia, „if I had not 
before defpiſed him, and if he is a ſample of 
the reſt of the family, my forebodings of our 
diſagreeable ſituation will prove but too 
true.“ „Come, let us hope the beſt at 
leaſt,” cried Lucy, „the children may de- 
generate“ They may ſo,” returned Ali- 
cia, with a deep drawn ſigh, © and one I be- 
lie ve actually did—his ſon. I wonder where 
now is Auguſtus Whitmore,” 1 know 
not,” returned Lucy, © but let us not think 
of him now; come, we will examine our 
chambers and thoſe enchanted books ; which 
room will you ſleep in? I believe, ſince your 
ſpirits are weak, you had better let me have 
that where the lady died,” „ care not,” 


cried 
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cried Alicia, © you may have your choice, 
and J will be content with either.“ 


They now took a ſurvey of the chambers, 


leaving the cloſet of books to the laſt, which 


they found well ſtored with the bei authors, 


both in French and Englith, and they amuſed 


themſelves in wiping off the duſt, and re- 


arranging. them, till they heard the dinner 


bell, when Alicia declaring herſelf unable to 
undergo the ceremony of the table, begged 
of her ſiſter to make her excuſe. © I neither 
wiſh to encounter that, or to leave you 


alone,” faid Lucy, © ſo we will both remain 
where we are.” She accordingly rang the 


bell in the outer apartment, and a female 
ſervant appearing, ſhe deſired her to inform 
Sir Auguſtus that her ſiſter was indiſpoſed, 


and deſired he would excuſe them both from 
appearing at dinner, but they hoped to have 


the pleaſure of joining the company in the 


evening. 
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The meſſage being delivered, Sir Au- 
guſtus deſired his grandſon might be called 
to him, and the youth immediately obeying 
the ſummons, Dear child,” cried the old 
gentleman, © haſten to your ſiſters apartment, 
it is at the end of the gallery adjoining yours, 
and ſee what is amiſs, one of them J find is 
indiſpoſed.“ Auguſtus flew thither, and find- 
ing that low ſpirits was the chief complaint, 
he endeavoured to cheer Alicia, by inform- 
ing her, how pleaſed Sir Auguſtus was with 
them both, and how anxious about their 
health, then entreating them to appear in the 
evening, which they promiſed, he haſtened 
back to his grandfather, and told him, that' 
Alicia's nerves were affected, but there was 
reaſon to hope ſhe. would ſoon be better. 
« Poor child!” ſaid Sir Auguſtus, © I beg 
you will return and order any little delicacy 
they may fancy for dinner, and tell them, I 
entreat that they will make themſelves happy 
or it will hurt me very much.” 
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The youth did as he was directed, and 
again entreated his ſiſters not to fail attending 
the tea table, and even to make whatever 
alterations in their dreſs their preſent wardrobe 
would admit of, as Sir Auguſtus was very 
obſervant of thoſe little decorums. They 
aſſured him that they would do all that was in 
their power to pleaſe, and he haſtened back to 
aſſiſt his grandfather to the dining-room, 
which Mr. Whitmore obſerving, ſaid, © My 
poor boy, this was his employment.” Aye, 
returned the old man, © my poor lad, I wiſh 
he was with us, I hope I ſhall live to ſee him 
returhy, and to enjoy the happineſs of having 
one at teach ſide of me, then I think I ſhall 
very proudly boaſt of my progeny ; eh, ſon 
Whitmore, ſhall I not be an enviable old 
man, between two ſuch fine youths of my 
own ; not but you muſt allow that this bold 
looking fellow, who 1s every inch a Marley, 
is the handſomer of the two.” It is not to 
be diſputed, Sir,” replied Mr, Whitmore, 
with a low bow, while he ſtruggled to con- 
ceal his chagrin, which was increaſed to a 
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degree when they fat down to table, and Jo- 
ſeph officiouſly placed himſelf behind Au- 
guſtus's chair. He felt that all his plans were 
fruſtrated at once—it was beyond all bear- 
ing— the hopes of fo many years blaſted— 
what he had laboured for with fich inceſſant 
application, ſnatclied from him by an inex- 
perienced boy. True, it was that boy's right, 
to which he ſaw him reſtored, and which he 
would have reſted from him, but what of that, 
he was dHappointed, and though he had no 
right to blame the object whom he would 
have injured tor claiming his birth- right, yet 
he not only blamed, but hated him; and the 
circumſtance of the ſervant placing himſelf 
at the back of his chair, had nearly thrown 
him off his guard, he was obliged to cough 
and call for a glais of water, which as Walter 
handed it he received with ſuch a look, as 
conveyed to that faithful adherent the moſt 
- ample explanation of Eis feelings, and drew 
from the worthy domeſtic a ſympathetic ſigh, 


all of which dumb intercoufſe of ideas was. 


ſtrictly obſerved by Joſeph, an | treaſured in 


his mind. 
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Dinner paſſed away and the gentlemen 
engaged in various topics of converſation 
over their wine, which amuſed them till they 
were ſummoned to the drawing. room, where 


the ſtill officious Joſeph informed them the 


ladies waited They immediately. went thi- 
ther, and as they entered the room, the ſiſters 
riſing: to pay their compliments, the eye of 


Sir Auguſtus encountered, at one view, both 
them and the picture of his wife, under which 
they chanced to ſit he made a full ſtop in 
ſomewhat he was about ta addreſs to them, 
looked at Auguſtus, who ſupported him, 


then to them again — © Ves,“ faid he, at 


length, © they are the living images of my 
departed angel!” and the big tears forced a 
paſſage from his eyes. The ſiſters were con- 
fuſed, Auguſtus affected, Joſeph, who ſtoud 
behind at the door, . rubbed his hands to- 
gether in exultation, Mr. Whitmore turned 
pale, and bit his lip with rage —ſo various 
were the effects of this ſeemingly trivial in- 
cident on all preſent. 
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| Soon as Sir Avguſtus recovered his com- 


poſure, he kiſſed the bluſhing cheeks of his 
granddaughters, who both felt the ſame un- 


eaſy apprehenſion, that what happened thro' 
meer chance, their being placed under the 
picture, might be conſtrued into deſign by 
Mr. Whitmore, whoſe countenance betrayed 
ſtrong marks of diſſatisfaction, and who was 
more than once during the evening ſurpriſed 
into a reverie of ſome length. The good 


humour of Sir Auguſtus, however, and the 


ſenſible converſation of their brother, reſtored 
their tranquillity in a ſhort time ſo far as to 
enable them to ſpeak without embarraſſment, 
and reply in a ſatistactory manner to the 
many queſtions aſked them by the old gen- 
tleman, in order to diſcover the extent of 
their education; he mentioned many authors 
both in hiſtory and poetry, with whom he 
found them well acquainted in their own 
language, beyond which he did not expect 
they had proceeded, but when he found they 
could converſe fluently in French, he ex- 
preſſed his approbation very warmly in that 
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tongue, to which, in the ſame, they made 


ſuitable replies: He then queſtioned them in 


Geqagraphy and Aſtronomy, both of which 
they were well verſed in; Muſic, however, 


they confeſſed their ignorance of, and this he 
promiſed they ſhould be inſtructed in. The 
evening, on the whole, was not unpleaſant, 
and the girls, declining ſupper, retired early 
to their apartment, 


When they were gone, Sir Auguſtus was 
loud in their praiſes, © they are lovely crea- 
' cried he, in a ſort of ecſtacy, © and 
when their education is finiſhed in the man- 
ner J intend, they will be matches for the 
firſt nobles of the land.“ The feelings of 
Mr. Whitmore had undergone fo many rude 
ſhocks of a like nature in the courſe of the 
evening, that they were ſomewhat blunted 
of that keen ſenſibility with which he was at 
firſt troubled, and he ſo far recovered his na- 
tural duplicity, as to be able to join in the 
praiſes of thoſe he hated; nay, he went fo 
far, as to lament the inferiority of his own 
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daughters, when compared to the lovely and 
accompliſhed Miſs Marleys, though he had, 
before he ſaw theſe ladies, fondly thought 
his ewn incomparable; but now, even pa- 
ternal prejudice. could not blind him to the 
diſparity which candour obliged him to con- 
feſs, though he ſmilingly added, he was not 
quite free from envy. Alicia Whitmore,” 
cried Sir Auguſtus, “is a. very fine and an 


accompliſhed young lady, ſo is Rachel, tho“ [ 
not equal in perſon to the. Marleys, at leaſt £Þ 1 
in my opinion, but this gentleman (taking 
Auguſtus by the arm) ſhall. decide the mat- 1 
ter for us when he ſees. them all together.“ 1 
WS, | 7 t 
They now retired for the night, Sir Au- 0 
guſtus to contemplate on the charms of his | 
grand- daughters, and range in idea over the n 
kingdom in ſearch of coronets to deck their tc 
beautecus brows— their brother to dream | 1a 
over his happy change of fortune—and Mr. 0 
Whitmore to contrive new plans to reverſe | th 
it again, which with the aid of his able afiift- | ur 
ant Walter, he was not without hopes of af- 
| | fecting 
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fecting, and comforted himſelf with the an- 
ticipation of what he had determined ſhould 
take place, which was no leſs. than the mar- 


riage of all three to inferiors, which he meant 
to provide for them as ſoon as poſſible. © In 


the lonely wilds of Scotland,” ſaid he, * on 


the borders of the highland, ſecluded from 
the ſociety of men, any handſome. young 


fellow. well dreſſed will ſucceed, and it is eaſy 
enough to procure a couple who will have 


no objection to handſome wives. They can 


paſs for travellers, and watch ſome lucky op- 


portunity. of introducing. themſelves to the 


ſolitary damſels, who, by the time they are 


tired. of couſin Awbrey's formal harangues 
2 O 


on decorum and maidenly reſerve, will be 


ready to change the ſcene, and accept of 


more agreeable companions the young man 


too, if I miſtake not, may be led into the 


ſame ſnere, but if not, . ſomething elſe may 
offer that will do the buſineſs as well.” With 


this concluſion he ventured to cloſe his eyes, 


uncertain whether to ſleep or die. 
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Next day the ſatisfaction of Sir Auguſtus 
ſeemed even to have increaſed, and he- ex- 
erted himſelf to entertain and diſſipate the 


ſorrow which his grand--children ſtrove not 


to conceal at the recent death of their juſtly 
eſteemed Mrs. Hopton, he even indulged 
them in talking of her virtues, and expreſſing 
himſelf grateful for the manner in which ſhe 
had brought them up. 


They attended the ſummons to dinner, and 
when "they entered the room, he took the 
hand of Lucy, ſaying, © take your place, my 
dear, as lady of the houſe, for though you and 
your ſiſter are the ſame age, I mean to de- 
nominate you the elder, both as your health 
and ſpirits are better able to undergo the 
taſk of preſiding, and as her name is more 


familiar to my lips than yours, henceforward 


therefore you are Miſs Marley, ſhe Miſs 
Alicia.” Lucy obeyed and acquitted her- 
ſelf to his entire ſatisfaction, and the delight 
of her affectionate brother and ſiſter, 


And 
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And nowit appeared as if the orphans no 
longer deſerved that appellation; ſheltered 


beneath their paternal roof, high in the eſti- 


mation of their grandfather, and treated with 
all the reſpect due to their rank and fortune, 
happineſs was open to their view, the per- 
manency of which nothing appeared to ob- 
ſtruct, ſave that inevitable end, which all the 
human race are liable to meet, at ſome ſtage 
or other of their journey through. this pro- 
bationary life —honors and affluence ſeemed 
to court their acceptance, peace and happi- 


neſs to ſmile upon their days, with a promiſe 


of many years of healthful enjoyment yet, 
bright and unclouded as the proſpect ap- 
peared, a ftorm was gathering over their 
innocent heads, which effectually daſhed the 
cup of felicity from their lips, and involved 


them in misfortunes before as unknown to 


them, as they were undeſerved. 
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N the morning of the third day, after” 
| the ſiſters of Auguſtus had taken up 
their abode at Marley Hall, he attended to 
their laſt ſacred repoſitory, the loved remains 
of his grandmother, which he-ſaw laid in the 
tomb with every cuſtomary mark: of reſpec, 
and amidſt the tears of the neighbouring poor, 
to whom ſhe had been a kind benefactreſs. 


When the ſad ſolemnity was over, the youth 
returned to the hall, accompanied by Mr. - 
Elwood, who requeſting an audience of Sir- 
Auguſius, laid before him the will of Mrs. 

| Hopton, - 
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Hopton, which (a few trifling remembrances 
of trinkets to her daughters and others ex- 
ceptcd) gave all her fortune to Lucy and 
and Alicia Marley. Sir Auguſtus appeared 
much ſurpriſed and hurt. © How, Sir,” ſaid 
he to Mr, Elwood, while he drew himſelf 
up erect in his chair, „how, Sir, has this 
happened? A fortune of ten thouſand pounds 
given from the family of Hopton ro that of 
Mariey—My God! Sir, ſuch a thing is im- 
poſſible.” Mr. Elwood ſuppoſing that the 
Baronet did not expect any thing fo hand- 
ſome, from an individual of. the family he 


held in ſuch low eſtimation, imagined his 


ſurpriſe to be ſo great that he even doubted 


the validity of the will, and began to aſſure 


him, that it was drawn in the moſt regular 


manner by a notary, and properly ſigned and 
delivered to him ſeveral days before the de- 


ceale of the teſtator. 


6e Sir,” returned Sir Auguſtus, I doubt 


not either your word, or the authenticity of 


this paper, but I am ſurpriſed and offended 


at 
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at the inſult offered to my houſe, by. a be- 
queſt from that of Hopton; and what 1 
meant by the impoſſibility of the thing, was, 
that ſuch a matter could not be accepted.” 
* Bleſs me,” cried Mr. Elwood, © you can- 
not ſure ſuppoſe that ſuch a legacy as ten 
thouſand pounds was meant as an inſult; it is 
a large ſum, Sir, and to my certain know- 
ledge bequeathed as a mark of the moſt per- 
fect maternal affection to the young ladies, 
and with great reſpe& to you; which was 
endeavoured to be manifeſted by omiting to 
nominate a guardian, that office naturally 
belonging to you. I entreat, therefore, Sir 
Auguſtus, that you will diſmiſs every idea of 
an intended inſult, and conſider the bequeſt 
of Mrs. Hopton in the true light, a mark 
of her love to thoſe young ladies who were 
endeared to her both by kindred and long 
acquaintance.” *© I -ſhould be very glad, 


Sir,“ replied Sir Auguſtus, © to conſider the 


affair in as favorable a light as it will ad- 
mit of, but you muſt pardon me, if, at the 
| fame 
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ſame time, I poſitively inſiſt on my grand- 
daughter's moſt ſolemn renunciation of the 


bequeſt ; for, upon my honor, Mr. Elwood, 


until it is returned to thoſe who have more 
need of 1t, I ſhall feel that both they and 
myſelf are degraded in the utmoſt degree. , 
Then turning to Auguſtus he ſaid, © child, 
inform your ſiſters, that I with to ſpeak with 
them, but do not ſay on what account.” 


Auguſtus in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment left 
the chamber, unknowing how to think of ſo 
extraordinary a circumſtance, which went fo 
ar beyond any thing he could conceive of 
pride, much as he knew his grandfather to be 
poſſeſſed of : Though no perſon living held 
varice in greater contempt than he did, yet 
he could not help condemning the entire 


liſregard with which Sir Auguſtus ſeemed 


o treat the gifts of fortune, without whoſe 
ad he was conſcious the houſe of Marley 
ould long ſince have fallen from its dig- 
ity, and found little reſpect paid to its an- 
tient honors; he was ſorry that his ſiſters 
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ſhould be deprived of jo handſome an inde- 
pendence as five thouſand pounds each, ac- 
quired in his opinion 1n a very creditable as 
well as juſt manner. But, convinced that it 
was equally vain as dangerous to 9ppoſle the 
will of Sir Auguſtus, he confined all his 
thoughts on the ſubject to his own breaſt, 
and ſummoning his liſters to the preſence of 
their grandfather, they immediately obeyed, 
and with a mixed ſenſation of grief and plea- 
ſure, ſaluted their old friend, Mr. Elwood, 
who roſe, on their entrance, with looks of 
unfeigned ſorrow, for the cauſe which brought 
them thither, and in a tone of pity inquired 
how they did. Sir Auguſtus defiring them 
to ſit, thus addreſſed them. 


] have deſired to ſee you, my dears, for 
the purpoſe of informing you taat the Jate 
Mrs. Hopton, through a ſtrange conception 
of propriety of things, has bequeathed to you 
five thouſand pounds each, by way of addi- 
tion, as ſhe expreſſes it, to your paternal for- 


tune, which therefore ſhe thought inſuſſicient 
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to match you properly; not conſidering that 
the Miſs Marleys without any fortune would 
he entitled to ſome of the firſt alliances in 
the Kingdom; however, be her ideas what 
they may, we have now only to rectify the 
error into which they led her, by returning 
the money to thoſe who value it, you will 
therefore, T hope, without any repugnance 
on your part, ſign a deed of reſignation in 
favor of thoſe who ſhould more properly 

ave been the heirs of Mrs. Hopton. An- 
ſwer me, my children, do you wiſh to poſ- 
ſeſs this legacy ?—If you do, it is in your 
power to retain it, without any oppoſition but 
my wiſhes.” The ſiſters exchanged a look, 
and Alicia inſtantly replied, © whatever were 
our wiſhes, Sir, they ſhould moſt certainly 
give place to yours, as we truſt our honor 
and happineſs are dear to you; we therefore 
do not preſume to offer an opinion in any 
caſe ; in this, we only hope you do not ſuſ- 
pect us to be mercenary, it is what we both 
deſpiſe ; but we revere the memory of our 
dear grandmother, and whatever ſhe has be- 


queathed 
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queathed is equally valuable, we will there- 
fore moſt cheerfully exchange the thouſands 
for thoſe rings ſhe has left to others.” 


Pr = 4 > or ea 67 = RE. 


« My noble girls!” exclaimed their bro- 
ther, claſping his hands together. 


ce Tt is well,” ſaid Sir Auguſtus, “ it is as 

I hoped and wiſhed.” Then turning to Mr. 1 
Elwood, © you ſee, Sir, theſe children are W r 

fully content to abide by my deciſion, there- t 

fore I requeſt of you to procure the ſame h 

notary who drew Mrs. Hopton's will, to pre- | c 

pare a proper conveyance back again of this | «<; 

property to whoever are the next heirs.” p. 

« You ſhall be obeyed, Sir,” replied Mr. ar 

Elwood, © but as it is at preſent entirely at te 

your diſpoſal, ladies, it is but juſt that you] w. 

ſhould diſtribute it according to your ownfſ an 

pleaſure amongſt your relations.” *© You an 

are right, Sir,” replied Sir Auguſtus. « Infl no 

that caſe,” ſaid Lucy, © I think the moſt equal] we 
at diviſion will be the moſt juſt; my uncle ley 
* Hopton has left a widow and four children, mo 

let 
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re- let one half be given to them, and the other 
ads to my aunt Belinda, who 1s married, and has 
a family in Ireland; what do you think, 
ſiſter?” © That you have divided very 
ro- MW fairly,” replied Alicia, © Yes indeed,” ſaid 
Sir Auguſtus, you have done very well in 
this caſe, Lucinda; and I thank you both, 
s as children, for your ready concurrence with 
Mr. my wiſhes, which, I am happy to fay, can be 
are no material injury to you in point of for- 
ere- tune; you will have enough; and even if you 
ame had not, I could never conſent to your ac- 
pre- ceptance of this; the eſtate of Marley is 
this Y charged with the ſum of twenty thouſand 
irs.” pounds for younger children, which, as there 
Mr. are but two of you, will be fully ſufficient, 
ly at ten thouſand is enough for any ſingle woman, 
you who lives within the bounds which modeſty 
own] and diſcretion have marked out for her ſex; 
Tou and if you marry, as I hope you will, it is 
« Inf] not, as I ſaid before, for the ſake of their 
equal] wealth, that daughters of the Houſe of Mar- 
uncle] ley will be ſought for, my have other and 
Idren, ] more powerful attractions.“ 
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Mr. Elwood now roſe to depart, but Sir 


Auguſtus preſſed him ſo kindly to ſtay to 
dine with his young friends, that the good 
man conſented, though it was the only time, 


during the ſpace of ten years (that he had 


hved in the pariſh) he had received the ho- 
nor of an invitation; not but Sir: Auguſtus 


reſpected the character of a worthy clergy- 


man as much as any perſon could, but Mr. 
Elwood had been nominated to the living in 
preference to another gentleman,. in whoſe 
favor the Baronet had made application; he 


felt it a leſſening to his dignity to have any 
perſon but whom he pleaſed fill the living, 


it having been the cuſtom for many years, 
for the clergyman to be appointed on the 
recommendation of the Marley family, ſo that 
the living was by many people believed to be 
in their gift till the preſent affair cleared up 
the miſtake, and ſo hurt Sir Auguſtus in the 
moſt vulnerable part (his importance) tliat a 
ſhare of his diſpleature fell on Mr. Elwood, 
who, contrary to ancient cuſtom, was nei- 
ther viſited, nor invited, on his arrival, by 

-- Tal 
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the proprietor of Marley Hall. But the good 
divine was one of thoſe meek ſpirits, who, 
incapable of harbouring reſentment, and un- 
conſcious of deſerving inſult, do not ſo rea- 
dily feel it, as thoſe more tenacious, though 
not more amiable characters, whoſe too quick 


apprehenſion of an offence betrays a doubt 


of their own worthineſs, and 1s held by the 
poſſeſſors of real honor in as deſpicable a light 
as actual tameneſs. Mr. Elwood felt not che 
leaſt diſquiet at the neglect of Sir Auguſtus, 
his peace could not be diſturbed by trifles, 
the duties of his ſacred function, the edu- 
cation of his children, and a ſocial intercourſe 
with his leſs illuſtrious neighbours, filled up 
his time, and harmonized his mind, the 


whole pariſh loved him, and he was happy. 


As nothing more than a ſalute when they 
met at church had ever paſſed between Sir 
Auguſtus Marley and Mr. Elwood, they 
were at this interview almoſt ſtrangers to each 
other, in conſequence of which the young 
Auguſtus believing that the addition of a 
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third perſon would render the converſation 
more eaſy and agreeabie, as ſoon as his ſiſters 


had retired, took his ſeat, and introduced a 


topic on which he knew both gentlemen 


were of the ſame opinion; it was the war 


then carrying on ſo vigorouſly againſt France, 
that the King of England, with his ſecond 
ſon, Prince William, had taken the field in 
perſon, and the youthful ardour of Auguſtus 
ſtrongly prompted him to tread in the ſteps 
of his Sovereign, but as he knew that the 
profeſſion of arms was not what his grand- 
father wiſhed him to purſue, he concealed 
his inclination, and only indulged himſelf in 
talking over thoſe ſcenes in which he would 
more gladly have been an actor; and while 
he ſpoke or read of battles bravely fought, of 
the gallant deeds of the Duke of Cumber- 
land, at the celebrated battle of Dettingen : 
The martial fire which animated his ſoul, 
flaſned in his eyes, and glowed upon his 
cheek. His grandfather gazed at him on 
thoſe occaſions with the utmoſt exultation, 


| acknowledging, in the joy of his heart, that 


"Be 
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he was a true deſcendant of the brave Mar- 
ley, who fought in the fields of Paleſtine ; 
yet (though he would have gloried in ſeeing 
the name of Auguſtus Marley once more ea- 
rolled amidſt the warriors of his country, and 
returning, decked in the wreaths of victory, 
to add another trophy to the military trea- 
ſures of his houſe) when he recollected that 
the further exiſtence of that houſe depended 
ſolely on his life, as the laſt ſurviving male 

of the name, he ſhrunk from the idea of ex- 
poſing that precious life to the dangers of 
war, and with affected pleaſantry told the 
youth, that if the days of chivalry had not 
been over, he would expect to ſee him wield 
the lance with great dignity and proweſs, and 
doubted not but he would be as celebrated 
a knight errant as ever adorned the pages 
of romance. | 


In ſuch hints as theſe Auguſtus learned the 
diſapprobation of his grandfather to the life 
he would have preferred to all others, did he 
think he was at liberty to chooſe for him- 


3 ſelf, 
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ſelf, but no other explanation ever took place 
between them. Mr. Elwood was pleaſed to 
ſee the ſtrong marks of affection which ac- 
companied every addreſs of Sir Auguſtus to Ii << 
his grandſon, and no leſs fo, at the propriety I at 
of the young man's conduct towards him, If tt 
which was at once familiar and reſpectful. V 
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Dinner being announced, the Honoradle 
Mr. Whitmore was introduced in great form I pi 
to the Reverend Mr. Elwood, than whom bi 
no two characters upon earth could more ne 
widely differ. Lucy took her ſeat at the of 
head of the table, and all ſat down in ſeem- of 
ing harmony. The firſt courſe was removed th 
and the ſecond juſt laid on the table, when J zi: 
the noiſe of ſeveral carriages was heard w 
Mr. Whitmore exclaimed © it is my wife,” | thi 
and haſtily quitted the chamber, from which | to 
he was not many minutes abſent, when that ch 
lady entered led by him, and followed by 
her five daughters. She ran to her father, 
who ſeemed much rejoiced at the fight off ma 
her, ſhe embraced him, and the company] anc 

| ſtood 
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ſtood up while each of the young ladies be- 
ſtowed on him the ſame mark of affection, 
exclaiming, „dear, dear grandpapa! and 
« how have you been this long, long time, 
and dear how glad I am to ſee you, la! I 
thought we never ſhould return to dear 
Marley Hall again.” 


Greetings being over, the old gentleman 
preſented his grand-children to each other, 
but how different were the ſalutations which 
now took place. Auguſtus kiſſed the hand 
of his aunt, and bowed profoundly to each 
of her daughters, but between the ladies no- 
thing but cold diſtant courteſies and ſcrutini- 
zing looks were exchanged. Mr. Elwood 


was alſo introduced, after which ceremony 


the four younger Miſs W hitmores fat down 
to the table, while their mother and the elder 
choſe to retire to her apartment. 


The converſation turned on the different 
manner of living in London and the country, 
and the Miſs Whitmores decided, after giving 


L3 both 
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both their due merits, in favor of the latter, 
for a conſtant reſidence, though they ac- 
knowledged that the town, for a ſhort viſit, 
was immenſely pleaſing, and it was evident, 
from the profuſion of faſhionable phraſes, and Il 
the extenſive knowledge they had acquired m 
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1 in the important articles of dreſs, and public I 
" amuſements, that they had been innitiated IU le 
4 into all the myſteries of polite life, lo 
q dj 


Miſs Rachel Whitmore, a fine tall girl of be 
eighteen, was ſeated next to Auguſtus, and | he 
addreſſed much of her diſcourſe to him, and I as 
he, highly honored by her notice, paid ſtrict re 
attention to all ſhe ſaid, aſſenting as far as ar 
he could, to the juſtneſs of her opinions, and | tr 

where he could not do fo conſiſtent with the ſh 
ſtrict regard he had to truth, he bowed in | cz 
ſilence, to the entire ſatisfaction of the young ce 
lady. 8 th 


The Miſs Marleys were little quali- It, 
fied for any part in the converſation, and | W 
ſpoke not for a conſiderable time, when one 

of 


One 
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of the young ladies addreſſing herſelf to Alicia, 


inquired if ſhe had ever been in London. I 
have,” replied Alicia, © but it was when 1 


was ſo very young, that all traces of it are 


worn from my memory, except the apart- 


ments of one houſe, and a few faces, which 
I think will never be forgotten,” The ſo- 


lemnity of this reply, made her fair couſin 
look grave. for a moment, but reſuming her 
diſcourſe ſhe ſaid, © then I dare fay you would. 


be very glad to take a trip to the capital; la! 


how delighted you'll be for the firſt month, 


as I was,” ©] rather think I ſhould not,” 
returned Alicia, © I am fond of retirement, 
and time only could reconcile me to the con- 
trary; it is therefore moſt probable that I 
ſhould at firſt diſlike it,” “Why, in that 
caſe indeed,” replied Miſs Whitmore, © you 


certainly would, for the preparation and buſ- - 
tle of being preſented are very fatiguing ; 


dear, I thought Jane would have funk under 


it, but then her nerves are ſo weak that it 
was no wonder, Mary was quite in luck, 
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at not being old enough to go through that 
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| ceremony, though, if the truth was known, 
I believe ſhe envied us who did, as after- 

[ | wards we were privileged to go into public, 

1 and ſhe, you know, was not.” Indeed, 

filter,” cried Mary, with a bluſh, © you ought 
4 to be more certain of things before you tell 

1 | them; I hope Miſs Marley does not think a 
1 me capable of envying my ſiſters their happi- 
neſs.” The other Whitmores laughed Alicia 

turned her eyes on Mary, and beheld in ; 
her more delicate features a ſtriking reſem- 

blance of the youth whom ſhe had met with ? 

in the wood, the recollection drew a ſigh 8 

from her, and with Mary alone of all the : 

new found relatives her heart claimed kin- : 

dred, | | l 

| O 

When the ladies had retired to the draw- D 

ing-room the young travellers ſeemed in- A 

clined to diſplay all their information to the q 

fair ruſtics, and talked of Lords and Dukes, b 


of ladies balls and maſquerades, yet all with 
one conſent agreed, that Auguſtus Marley 
was 
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was a handſomer man than any they had ſeen 
in London. While they were in the midſt 


of their encomiums on him, Mrs. Whitmore 
and her eldeft daughter entered the room, 
and a dead filence enſued, when ſeating her- 


ſelf in great form, ſhe ſometimes ſpoke to. 
one of her daughters, then to another. 


«Lord, Miſs Rachel, have you looked in 


a glaſs ſince your arrival? Do, I beſeech you, 
fee what a figure you make with your hair 
all undreſſed.” Dear, cried Rachel, «© I 


declare I am quite ſhocked,” and ran out of 


the room. *© Miſs Jane, why do you loll fo 
in your chair? Miſs Mary, for heaven's ſake 
hold up your head, or I ſhall be obliged to 
get you a collar. Arabella, don't fit ſide- 
ways in that window, 1t will turn your ſhape 
child.” She then looked alternately at the 
Marleys, and, ſighing, faid, © So you are the 
daughters of my unhappy brother?” They 
bowed. *© Which of you 1s the elder ?” 
« We are twins, Madam,” replied Lucy. 


« Well, and ſo your relations have ſent you 
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home to your grandfather?” No, Madam, 
my grandfather ſent for us,” returned Lucy, 
<« Sent for you. did he?” „ Yes, Madam.” 
« And what does he mean to do with you, 
are you to go to ſchool, or are you to have 
tutors at home?” Neither I believe,” ſaid 
Lucy ſmiling. Neither!“ repeated Mrs. 
Whitmore, what ] ſuppoſe you think your- 
ſelves ſufficiently accompliſned already; poor 
things, you are rather too much grown in- 
deed to be ſent to ſchool, but I ſcarcely think 
that Sir Auguſtus will exhibit you as a part 
of his family, till you receive ſome ſort of an 
education.” Alicia aroſe and went to a win- 
Jow—*< If our education has been limitted, 
Madam,” replied Lucy, „I am happy to 
ſay that what has been omitted is the eaſieſt 
to be acquired, and Sir Auguſtus is not diſ- 
pleaſed at our deficiences in that reſpea.” 
Mrs. Whitmore ſneered contemptuouſly, and 
the gentlemen juſt then entering, put a ſtop 
to the converſation, 


F 


Sir 
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Sir Auguſtus fat by his daughter, and liſ- 
tened with an appearance of great ſatisfac- 
tion to a long detail of all that had occurred 
during her ftay in London, what families ſhe 
had been viſited by on her arrival there, with 
whom ſhe had kept up an intimacy, and 
how her daughters had been admired ; 


amongſt other things ſhe mentioned the ar- 


rival of Lady. Stanmore (now a widow) 


from India: „She has brought a ſon with 


her,” added Mrs. Whitmore, in a low voice, 
% very elegant young man, who ſeemed 
greatly ſtruck with Alicia, a circumſtance 
not at all diſpleaſing to me, and I have taken 
the liberty of inviting them to ſpend a week 
with us, before they go to their ſummer re- 
ſidence, which they cheerfully conſented to, 
her Lady chip declaring that ſhe would be 


greatly rejoiced to ſee you, whom {he al- 


ways eſteemed very much. I ſhall be glad 


of her company, replied Sir Auguſtus, © ſhe 


was once a great favorite of mine, when I 
had hopes that were cruejly diſappointed; 
but. there is no uſe in repining at what is 
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irretrievable. See what fine children my 
poor Hepry has left! —they are very ami- 
able too, and I am ſure you will love them 
when you become acquainted with them.” 
They are pretty looking girls,” ſaid Mrs. 
Whitmore, © though very awkward ; but 
that's not at all ſurpriſing, when we conſider 
the ſort of people they have lived amongſt: 
] perceive too they are conceited, another 
attendant on ignorance and upftart quality.” 
5e Indeed, my dear Alicia,” replied he, you 
will be ſurpriſed to find how much you err 
in your opinion of theſe girls; and their bro- 
ther is all my heart could wiſh him.” *The 
young man is very well,” cried ſhe, «but 
the girls, indeed my dear Sir, they are as un- 
like the preſent order of girls of quality as 
any two things can be; look at mine, ſee 
what eaſe there is in their manner.” Ra- 
ther too much, I think, ſaid he, and I am 
ſorry to obſerve that the alteration which 
has taken place ſince they viſited London is 
for the worſe; much of that dignity and re- 
ſerve which J at leaſt think moſt becoming 

in 
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up with them from infancy, and is now equal 
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in young women, having diſappeared, and 
given place to a lightneſs not at all proper in 


people of condition; in my time it was only 


to be found in waiting: maids and lackies 
Mary is the only one who ſeems to have 


brought back her maidenly decorum.” Mrs. 
W hitmore bluſhed, and faltering with vex- 
ation, ſaid, „it is well that any of them de- 
ſerve your approbation in the preſence of 


thoſe who have, I plainly ſee rivalled them 
in your affections. Ah! my dear Sir, how 


artful they muſt be to effect it fo ſoon.” 


Pear, dear Alicia,” returned he, taking 
her hand between both his, © how groundleſs 
is this ſuſpicion ; be aſſured that theſe children 
are all equally dear, as they. are equally re- 
lated to me, with this one exception, which 
I muſt confeſs, that Auguſtus Marley poſ- 
ſeſſes more of my heart than any other perſon 
ever did ſince I loſt his poor father.” © Nay, 
Sir,” cried ſhe, © you need not tell me ſo, 
for it 1s ſufficiently evident, yet there are 
ſome preſent whoſe attachment to you grew 
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if not ſuperior to what they feel for their fa- 
ther and me.“ I have no doubt of that, 
faid he, *and heaven is my witneſs how much, 
how tenderly I love them. all, do not there- 
fore, my dear Alicia, conceive any jealouſy 
to theſe orphans, who have, at leaſt an equal 
claim on my affections with your children, 
though they have more need of my care.” 
* God forbid!” ſhe rephed, * that I ſhould 
diſpute their claim, as the children of your 
ſon to a ſhare of your fortune ; but as the 
children of Miſs Hopton I cannot permit. 
them to conſider themſelves the equals of 
mine,” : 


Sir Auguſtus was about to reply, when a 
loud laugh from Miſs Arabella, who was in 
converſation with Auguſtus and Miſs Jane, 
ſtartled him; he looked at the young lady, 
then at her mother Mrs. Whitmore ſeemed 
embarraſſed, „I know not what is the mat- 
ter with the poor chiklren,“ ſaid lhe, © unleſs 
they are overjoye! at their return, and are 
too articis to conceal their feelings; but. I 

will 


&Q 


2 


b 


will ſpeak to them.” Then looking round, 


ſhe ſaw her three other daughters fitting with 


their father, who was ſpeaking to them, Lucy 


Marley was making tea, and Alicia was in. 


* converſation with Mr. Elwood. © Miſs, 


Marley I find preſides?” ſaid ſhe. Sir Au- 
guſtus made no reply, he was ruminating on. 
the depraved manners of. the times, which. 
allowed young women to make themſelves. 
heard before they were ſeen ; an indeco- 


rum which he had heard much cenſured when. 


he was young, by his parents, who faid that 
they had heard it- conſidered as an. impro- 
priety in their day, which clearly proved that 
it was a cuſtom ofancient date, though the 


_ preſent race alone were ſtigmatized with the 


character of depravity, from the practice of it. 


Auguſtus could not. avoid perceiving that 


the Miſs Whitmores were pleaſed with his 
| perſon, and goodnaturedly endeavoured to 


divide his attention between them as equally 
as poſſible, and, for the firſt time in his lite, 


became a. trifler; two of them, however, 


. | made 
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made but few claims on his politeneſs, as the 
eldeſt ſeemed rapped up in her own 1mport- 
ance, and Miſs Mary, as her grandfather had 
obſerved, retained a rolerable portion of her 
native baſhfulneſs; but the other three found 
him full employment for the evening, which 
he candidly acknowledged to his liſters, when 
he joined them for a few moments in their 
apartment, was the moſt tireſome he had ever 


paſſed, they whiſpered ſomewhat to the ſame 
' purpoſe, and bid him good night. 


CHAP. 


Cl 
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CHAP. X. 


RS, WHITMORE's diſlike to her 
nieces increaſed every hour, and ap- 
| peared in all her behaviour; ſhe was diſtant 
and haughty to them, and ill tempered to 
every perſon in the houſe, her father not 
excepted; ſhe had read a long lecture to her 
daughters on the change in their manners, 
which had ſo diſpleaſed their grandfather, 
and inſiſted that they would re- aſſume the 
behaviour which was pleaſing to him, 


Don't you ſee,” faid ſhe, © what pow- 
erful competitors you have in the Marleys, 


and 


_— D 
* 


=_ TEES = SE” = 


5 - On = 


e 


—  —  — 
Ty 3 = — * * 
PE 7 9 


rr 


| 
« 
l 
| 
f 
f 
j 
v4 
. 


; E 
234 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY. 


and how much more than ever it 1s necef- 
ſary for you to make yourſelves agreeable 
to him, if you hope to inherit any part of his 
fortune, which I aſſure you, ladies, you have 
much need of, for your father's circumſtances 
are by far too limited to afford any conſi- 
derable ſum to ſo many daughters, and leave 
any thing for his ſon, as you know he is a 
younger brother, and has no eſtate, and the 
ſmall ſum which his father, who was an ex- 
travagant man, left him, was nearly diſſipa- 
ted when he married me. This circumſtance 


has been concealed from Sir Auguſtus, and 


our reſidence with him has enabled us, out 


of the intereſt of my fortune, to educate your 


brother genteelly, and even lay up ſome- 


thing, but nothing adequate to the ſupport of 


ſo large a family, ſhould we be obliged to 
quit Marley Hall, which from the growing 
influence of my brother's children over my 


father, I think very probable. Oh! the un- 


fortunate day that I conſented to go to Lon- 
don, for had I remained at home, they never 
ſhould have entered theſe doors!“ | 

| « Odious 
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« Odious creatures !'” exclaimed Miſs 
Whitmore, -* I wiſh they had never been 
born.” © They are immenſely ugly,” ſaid 
Rachel. And affect ſuch ſtately airs,” 
ſaid Arabella. ] think them rather pretty, 
ſaid Mary, «though to be ſure I don't like 
to have them here.” I deteſt them,” 
added Jane, all but Auguſtus, and it muſt 
be confeſſed he is divine.“ And you,” 
replied Miſs Whitmore, © made yourſelf ex- 
tremely ridiculous about him laſt night, I 
dare ſay the fellow thinks you are in love 
with him.” Well, and ſuppoſe he does,” 
returned Jane, © he is a more ſtriking ob- 
ject than Lord Stanmore, who caught your 
ladyſhip's heart in half an hour,” Imper- 
tinence, cried Miſs Whitmore, toiling her 
head. © Nay, Jane,” ſaid Miſs Rachel, © I 
am of your opinion, and really think it would 
be no bad plan for one of us to marry this 
future Sir Auguſtus, what do you think dear 
mother?” © Abſurd!” replied Mrs. Whit- 
more, and broke up the conference, 
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The ladies ſeparated to dreſs and made a 
brilliant appearance at dinner, contraſted to the 
deep mourning of their lovely couſins. Mrs. 


Whitmore was the laſt who entered the di- 


ning- room, for ſhe purpoſely delayed to ſce 
how matters would be arranged in her ab- 
ſence; ſne found the young people placed 
promiſcuouſly about the table, and the upper 
ſeat leſt vacant for her; they ſtood up on 


her entrance, and ſhe proudly took her place. 


In the evening Mr. Elwood, accompanied 
by the gentlemen of the law whom Sir Au- 
guſtus had deſired to be employed, arrived 
at the Hall, and after holding ſome conver- 
ſation with that gentleman in the library, 
the deed which had been prepared was pro - 
duced and read, and the Miſs Marleys called 
on to ſign it, which they readily did, and re- 
nounced for ever all claim to their grand- 
mother's bequeſt, after which Mr. Elwood 
produced a ſmall caſket, and diſplayed before 
them ſome jewels of inconſiderable value, 
from which they ſelected two rings, and put- 

ng 
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Re. .. 


ting them on their fingers, cloſed up the 
caſket, as ſatisfied with what they had taken. 


The notary, as if conſidering them ſupe- i 
rior beings, bowed reverentially to them, and 
Sir Auguſtus kiſſing them, they all returned 
to the drawing- room in high ſatisfaction. 
They found Mrs. Whitmore apparently un- 
der great agitation, for having heard that 
her father had a lawyer with him, and the 
young ladies being called to the library, ſhe 
apprehended ſome fatal ſettlement was about 
to be made, though ſhe could not gueſs of 
what nature; ſhe applied to her huſband, 
who was equally elarmed at the tranſaction, 
and haſtened to Walter, who comforted him 
with a hint which he had juſt picked up, 
about Mrs. Hopton having made a will in 
favor of her grand daughters, which was ſuſ- 
pected to be invalid, that Mr. Elwood was 
the executor, and that the conſultation with 
the attorney was about that, as he was the 
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ö perſon who had drawn the will. With this 
- intelligence Mr, Whitmore returned to his 
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238 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, 


wife, a few moments after the gentlemen and 
ladies had entered the drawing-room, and 


ſeating himſelf beſide her, whiſpered that all 
was well. 


She recovered her compoſure, and ex- 
erted herſelf during the remainder of the 
evening, in throwing into obſcurity the mo- 
deſt graces of the Marleys, and diſplaying to 
advantage the acquirements of her daughters, 
in which ſhe effectually ſucceeded, by call- 
ing forth their muſical powers, and obliging 
them to play and ſing for the entertainment 
of the company. They had all agreeable 
voices, and played with great taſte, to which 
being added a deſire to pleaſe and outſhine 
their couſins in the opinion of Sir Auguſtus, 
who was a lover of muſic ; their performance 
gave general ſatisfaction, and received the 
moſt flattering applauſe; ſeveral of the pieces 
in which they had all parts, were, at the de- 
fire of the delighted Baronet, joyfully re- 


peated, and the concert was continued till 


ſupper, to which Mr. Elwood and his com- 
panion 
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panion had been prevailed on to ſtay; but 
here, when converſation took place of muſic, 
the Marleys claimed and received their ſhare 
of admiration, and by their unaffected and 
rational diſcourſe attracted the entire atten- 
tion of the gentlemen to themſelves, who 
naturally turned from the frivolous chat of 


the Miſs Whitmores to the combined charms 
of elegance and reaſon. 


Mrs. Whitmore, though but ill informed | 
herſelf, (having only received thoſe orna = 
mental parts of education which ares gene- 
rally conſidered ſufficient for the female part 
of the world) nevertheleſs quickly perceived 
the dangerous pre-eminence of her nieces, 
and artfully contrived to turn the balance 

again in favor of her daughters, by aſking a 
| queſtion relative to a ſong which Miſs Jane 


had ſung, and with which Auguſtus had 
. been ſo much pleaſed, that he now entreated 
b a repetition of it. The young lady affably 
1 complied, and the company immediately after 
> | ſe- 
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ſeparzting, leſt the fair warbler miſtreſs of 
the field. | 


Two days more were paſſed in the ſame 
manner, at Marley Hall, no change of any 


kind taking place, except in the temper of 


Mrs. Whitmore, the aſperity of which was 
obſerved to increaſe with every mark of at- 
tention given by Sir. Auguſtus to his amiable 


grand- children, Lucy and Alicia Marley; for 


though their brother was more highly fa- 
vored, ſhe did not take notice of it ſo much, 


as conſidering him the undoubted heir of the 


eſtate and title, ſhe admitted it in ſome mea- 
ſure to he a matter of right, but the females 
ſhe had not patience to ſee made equal, and 
often preferred to her own, and therefore 
beholding them as their more immediate 
rivals, on them deſcended the utmoſt viru- 
lence of her hatred, and ſhe endeavoured, 
by the haughtineſs of her behaviour to diſ- 
ouſt them, and ſo precipitate their depar- 
ture, before they ſhould become entirely poſ- 
ſeſſed of her father's affections, to the total 

| _ excluſion 
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excluſion (as her fears repreſented) of herſelf 
and — 


Juſt at this period Sir John Stanley and 
Mr. Burton, on their return home from 
London, reviſited Marley Hall, and the ad- 
miration which they expreſſed of the Mar- 
leys, in ſpeaking of them to Sir Auguſtus, 
broke down the ſlight bounds which pru- 
dence and her huſband's cpntinual entreaties 
had ſet between them, and the malevolence 
of Mrs. Whitmore, who for haughtineſs now 
ſubſtituted abſolute rudeneſs, and availing 
herſelf of the firſt favorable opportunity 
that offered in the abſence of Sir Auguſtus, 
ſpoke in ſuch diſreſpectful terms of their de- 
parted mother, as drew a ſevere retort from 
Lucy, which Mrs. Whitmore replied to by 
ordering her to quit her preſence; Lucy 
obeyed, and taking the arm of Alicia, both 
tetired to their own apartments, where they 
gave free vent to their ſorrow in tears. 
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This open hoſtility had taken place ſoon 
after the ladies had retired from the dining- 
room, and the Miſs Marleys ſent an apology 
for not attending the tea- table, without aſ- 


ſignipg any cauſe for their abſence, but 


merely begging to be excuſed. Mrs. Whit- 
more's uſual ſneer of contempt eſcaping her, 
met the obſervation of her huſband, who, in 
return, darted on her a look of keen re- 


proach, which ſhe underſtanding, and feeling 
a conſciouſneſs of her error when it was too 


late, deeply bluſned. Auguſtus, who was 


talking to his grandfather and Mr. Burton, 


about his return to the Univerſity, juſt heard 
the meſſage from his ſiſters, and ſaw the ef- 
fects of it on the countenances of Mr. and 


Mrs. Whitmore, as he was replying to ſome- 


what which Mr. Burton had faid : yet, mo- 
mentary as his .obſervation was, an idea of 
the truth ſtruck him, and he felt his indigna- 
tion rife with ſuch force. that he could ſcarcely 


reſtrain it; yet he knew that it muſt be 


done, and yielded to neceſſity, but ſeized the 
firſt moment in his power to eſcape from the 


company 


2 - 
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company, and fly to participate the forrows 
of thoſe,. whoſe peace was dearer to him than 


liſe. 5 


He entered their apartments, but not find- 


ing them, was greatly alarmed, and deſcend- 


ing the ſtairs in order to ſeek them, he was 


met by Joſeph. Sir,“ cried the domeſtic, 
« was walking about the grounds and met 


the young ladies, who deſired me to tell you 


that they were gone towards the wood, as 


the evening is fine, and wiſhed you would 
follow them,” Auguſtus: inſtantly ran to- 


wards the place mentioned, and met his ſiſters 
at the entrance of the wood; he placed him- 


ſelf between them, taking an arm of each 


within his, and proceeded forward in ſilence, 
till they reached a receſs formed amongſt the 
trees, and furniſhed with feats; here they far 
down, and Auguſtus affectionately enfolding 
their waſtes, as he ſtill continued between 


them; „My dear girls,“ fail he, “explain to 


me the nature of that o fence which I am 
but too certain you have received.“ 


M2 Lucy 
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Lucy complied with his requeſt, and they 
both joined in entreating him to propoſe their 
ſpeedy removal to their grandfather, as their 
reſidence at the Hall was no longer poſſible. 
«I will return to the houſe immediately,” 
cried he, riſing, © and lay the whole truth 
before Sir Auguſtus, he will not ſuffer you 
to be inſulted with impunity—nay, by hea- 
ven you ſhall not—ſhade of my angel mo- 


ther, neither ſhall your ſpotleſs memory re- 


ceive a taunt unreſented while your ſon 
exiſts.” GEES | 


« Ah! my dear brother,” cried Alicia, 
» detaining him, “reflect on the influence Mrs, 
Whitmore has over my grandfather, and 
drop the dangerous project of complaint; 
remember, though kind as he is to us at 


preſent, his prejudices againſt our lament- 


ed parent are ſtill ſtrong, and will more 
probably incline him to take part with his 
daughter than with us, the offspring of a 
woman whom he hated; let us, therefore, 
without aſſigning any cauſe for it (if poſſible) 
| deſire 


THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, 245 
deſire our removal hence.” Auguſtus pauſed 
awhile—*< Such a requeſt,” cried he, © will 
naturally excite the curioſity of Sir Auguſtus, 
he will aſk why you deſire to leave him, and 
will you tell him an untruth? Will you, for 
fear of Mrs. Whitmore's power, deſcend to 
frame a falſhood? No, no, it muſt not be, 
rather brave the worſt at once; or, if the re- 
ality muſt be ſoftened, confeſs that it is im- 
poſſible to live on pleaſing terms with her, 


and you therefore wiſh, as a ſeparation is 


intended, that it ſhould take place imme< 
diately.” „I believe you are in the 
right,” ſaid Lucy, © but let us not determine 
haſtily, perhaps our future deſtiny depends 
on this one ſtep, and one thing at leaſt I am 
certain of, that if we quit the Hall in enmity 
with Mrs. Whitmore, we ſhall never be per- 
mitted to return.” © Never,” repeated Au- 
guſtus, “ of that I am convinced; go in chat 
manner you may, her influence will be ex- 
erted to prevent your return, of what avail 
will it therefore be to aſſume the guiſe of 
friendſhip” V 
5 | M 3 While 
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246 THE HOUSE OF. MAREEV« 
While he was ſpeaking, the. footſteps of 


fome one approaching made him ceaſe, and 


calling cut, Who's there?“ he was anſwered 


by Mr. Whitmore, who, quite out. of breath, 


inſtantly preſented himſelf. 


t, G00 God! Sir,“ cried Auguſtus, © what: 
is the matter?” © Dear Mr. Marley, dear 


ladies, he replied, © I have intruded on 
you, which I bes you to pardon, in order to 


apologize for the haſty. temper of my wife, 


who has owned. to-me, with regret, that ſhe 


made uſe of ſome very harſh expreſſions, in 
eonverſing with you this evening; ſhe bids. 
me ſay, that ſhe is ſorry: for. it, and, for my 
own: part, believe me, there is no occurrence 
in life could give me more true concern than 
that any difference ſhould take place between 
you and any of. my family; but the truth is, 


that Mrs. Whitmore, though one of the beſt 


of women, is often led aſtray by a too irrita- 
ble tempers. will. you then, dear ladies, paſs 
this matter by, if. on. no. other, account, for 
the fake of your dear grandfather, wha 
EO will 


It 
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will be-deeply wounded ſhould he hear of 
this unlucky affair, of which he is as yet 
happily ignorant.“ 


Auguſtus was about to reply, but Alicia, 


apprehenſive of his ſaying ſomewhat thac 


may be inimical to the peace ſhe wiſhed for, 
haſtily prevented him, and ſaid, “an apology 
from Mrs. Whitmore 1s. certainly all. we 
could reafonably expect, and we therefore 
accept of it, as we ſhould be ſorry to be on 
unfriendly terms with our aunt, and hope 
there will be no repetitions of a ſubject to us 
ſo very painful.” That I will anſwer. for,“ 
replied Mr. Whitmore, „dear, amiable Miſs 
Marley, and now accept my moſt ſincere 
thanks for your gentleneſs in ſo kindly put- 
ting an end to an affair which gave me more 
uncaſineſs than I have power to expreſs.” 


Theſe laft words were uttered with an air 
of ſuch ſincerity, as it was impoſſible to coun- 
terfeit or doubt; and the young Marleys, 
taough. unable to a:count for ſo ſtrange a cir- 


cumſtance, 
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cumſtance, could not forbear acknowledging 
in their own minds, that Mr. Whitmore, on 
whom they had ever looked as an enemy, 

was in the preſent caſe acting a friendly part, 
in which he was ſincerely intereſted. 


ce] meant to have offered ſome remarks, 
faid Auguſtus, © on the groſſneſs of the of- 
fence given by Mrs. Whitmore, but for once 
let it paſs; I cannot diſapprove of your con- 
duct, my Alicia, it is truly feminine.” 

They now returned together to the houſe, 
where they ſeparated, the young ladies aſſu- 
ring Mr. Whitmore that they would appear 
at ſupper, till when they retired to their apart- 


ment, while their brother joined the com- 
* | 1 
They fulfilled their promiſe attending ſup- ; 
per. Why ladies,” ſaid Sir Auguſtus, in 
, . 3 te 
his ſtately manner, did you deprive us of your 5 
company all the evening?” „ was not well ky 


Sir,” replied Alicia, who ſeemed to have 
taken 
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taken the whole management of the affair on 


herſelf, S0 ] feared,” returned he, © but 
on ſending Mary Whitmore to your cham- 
ber, to inquire what was amifs, ſhe brought 


me word that You were not there.” I had 
a pain in my head, Sir,” ſhe rephed, © and 
hoped that walking in the air would remove 


it.” And did in?” he inquired, © It did 


Sir,” ſaid ſhe, Nothing more was ſaid on 
the occaſion, and the * broke up at the 
uſual hour. 


When Auguſtus entered his chamber, he 
was ſurpriſed to find Joſeph waiting for him; 
as it was a piece of attendance he choſe to 


diſpenſe with, and had ſo informed his ſer- 


vant at the time he was firſt appointed to 
wait on him, before he had time to make 


any inquiry the young man addreſſed him, 


ſaying, I have veatured to diſobey your or- 
ders, Sir, in two inſtances; firſt, in coming 
to your room at bed time; and, ſecondly, to 
ſpeak ill of ſome of your relations; I hope 
you vill forgive me, but, be the conſequence 

do. 
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to myſelf what it may, I cannot think of con- 

cealing what I know from you.” © You 

aſtoniſh me,” cried Avguſtus, © what is it that 

you know?” „ know,” replied Joſeph, 
that there is ſome wicked plot hatching 

againſt you and your fiſters.” © How!” 
cried Auguſtus, ſtarting, while at the ſame 

inſtant all his former ſuſpicions of Joſeph re- 
turned, how do you mean? What plot — 

Speak, but take heed that you utter not the 
moſt trifling falſhood.” «© Mercy on me,” 
cried Joſeph, “ if I was ever ſo inclined to be 
a lar, you would frighten me from it; but I 
ſhall. tell you nothing but the truth, nothing 
but what 1 can ſwear to.“ 


He then proceeded to inform him, that 
Mr. and Mrs. Whitmore had quarrelled in 
the evening, about the behaviour of the latter 
to the Miſs Marleys, and he reproached her 
with having done what would certainly be the 
ruin of them all, unleſs he could contrive to 
make up matters, and accordingly on her 
promiſe to abide by whatever he ſhould ſay 


in 
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in her name, he went out; that after his re- 


turn he had a ſecret interview with Walter, 
to whom he complained of his wife's croſſing 
all his deſigns by her damned temper, of which 
ſhe had not the leaſt command, but added, 
that he had patched up the buſineſs for this 
time, and hoped he ſhould meet no more in- 
terruptions to the progreſs of his grand plan. 
Grand plan, Sir,” repeated Joſeph, © mind 


that.“ I do,” replied Auguſtus, © but pray 


how came you by this intelligence?“ „Since 
I muſt ſpeak nothing but the truth,” re- 
turned Joſeph, it muſt be owned that I did 
not come very honeſtly by it, but no matter 


for that, hedges have ears, they ſay, and ſo 
have men. After the diſcourſe between his 
honor and Madam (which I heard by the 


greateſt chance-at firſt through a chink be- 
tween her dreſſing- room and an old lumber 
cloſet that I happened to ſtep into) 1 had an 
eye upon the ſquire, I ſaw him go out, ſaw 
him come in again with you and the young 


ladies, when you parted he went towards the 


ſervant's hall, I gueſſed for what, and ſaw 
him 


| 
; 
| 


252 THE HOUSE OF MARLEY, 
him give the becken to Walter, but I was 
even with them, and, for all their pri vacy, 
overheard every word.“ * And what does 
all this tend to?” faid Auguſtus, „that the 
Whitmores have a jealouſy to my ſiſters and 
me, for encroaching on the influence which 
they enjoyed unrivaled for ſuch a number of 
years, I make no doubt; but they cannot in- 
jure us. I am obliged to you, Joſeph, for 
the zeal you manifeſt for my welfare, but 
do not with to receive any further informa- 
tion ſo diſhonorably acquired.” * And how 
can one help trying to diſcover miſchief?” 
replied Joſeph, © for is it not better to know 
the worlt, then people can defend them- 
ſelves; but ſecret enemies are the very divel, 
Sir.” „They are indeed, Joſeph,” cried 
Auguſtus, * eſpecially if they pretend to be 
friends.” He looked hard at Joſeph, as he 
uttered this, who, though he met his glance, 
ſhewed no change of countenance, but ſhak- 
ing his head, ſaid, the world, Sir, is full 
of ſuch people, and fo is this houſe, to my 
certain knowledge, and I wiſh to God you 
would 
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would be on your guard. I am not the only 


one that ſuſpects foul play, for there is old 


Margery, though ſhe 1s deaf, ſhe is very ob- 
ſerving, and told me, ſays ſhe — Well, 
Joſeph,” cricd his maſter, ſmiling, „it is 
late, and we had better lay by old Margery 
for the preſent.” „ aſk pardon, Sir,“ re- 
plied Joſeph, © indeed I had forgot myſelf, I 
wiſh your honor a good night's reſt.” 
Joſeph's wiſh proved fruitleſs, for Auguſtus 
tried in vain to ſleep; the occurrences of the 


day paſſed repeatedly through his mind, he 


formed and rejected many plans of conduct 
for the next, in which he was unchangeably 
fixed to ſolicit the immediate removal of his 
ſiſters, and day-light broke into his cham- 
ber before ke could obtain the reſt he court- 
ed by a thouſand changes of polition. 
Soon as breakfaſt was over that morning, 
Auguſtus fought an interview with his grand- 


father, and having ſucceeded, © dear Sir,” 


cried he, „1 have defired to ſpeak with 
you alone, in order to remind you of my 
ſiſt er's removal hence; which it is time to 

vol ke © M prepare 
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prepare for, if I am, as I hope, to eſcort them, 
for my return to college being fixed for leſs 


than a month.” Our thoughts have been 


employed on the ſame ſubject,“ replied Sir 
Auguſtus, © the plan of the journey 1s ſettled 
and I meant to have informed them and you 
of my determination this very day, which is, 


that they ſhall ſer out the day after to-mor- 


row with my friends, Sir John Stanley and 
Mr. Burton, who have conſented to wait till 
then for them. Sir John pays an annual viſit 
to Scotland, where he enjoys a ſmall eſtate in 
right of his lady, who is an heireſs of that 
country, and he has kindly offered to take a 
round of forty miles in order to conduct theſe 
girls to my couſin Aubry's; they are more- 
over to paſs two days at his houſe near Sher- 
borne, and two more at the Hon. Mr. Burton's 
at Durham, where they will be politely enter- 
tained, fo that it will be more a tour of pleaſure 
than a fatiguing journey; beſides which, this 
arrangement makes your attendance quite un- 
neceſſary, and gratifies me ſo much longer with 
your company & an if you were to go with 

6 your 
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your fiſters, which would have been indiſpen- 
ſable if they were not ſo honorably attended 
as they will be on the road ; notwithſtanding, 
if you ſtill wiſh to accompany them you ſhall.” 
6 am much obliged to you, Sir, anſwered 
Auguſtus, © but I think my attendance need- 
leſs, beſides it would look as if I doubted the 
integrity of two gentlemen whom you honor 
with your friendſhip, and who, I dare fay, are 
well entitled to the diſtinftion. I will now 


inform my ſiſters of their ſpeedy journey, that 


they may loſe no time in preparing for it.” 


Auguſtus haſtened to the apartment of his 
ſiſters, and repeated to them all that had paſſed 


between their grandfather and him, congratu- 
lating them that they were ſo ſoon to quit the 
diſagreeable preſence of Mrs. Whitmore and 
their ſupercilious couſins, whoſe haughty airs 
were inſupportable. The girls were very well 
pleaſed, yet the ſeparation from their brother, 
whom they dearly loved, was painful in the 


extreme, when they conſidered the great ſpace 


that would he between them, neither could 
they think, with indifference, of parting, per- 
haps 
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haps for ever, with Sir Auguſtus, wha had 
treated them with great kindneſs, and was. 
now the ir only parent. Theſe unavailing re- 
grets, however, they prudently ſuppreſſed, and 

prepared with calmneſs for their journey. As 
it was determined that they ſhould ſet off very 
early in the morning, they took a polite leave 
of the family the night before, and were ſhut 
up with Sir Auguſtus a full hour, in which he 
beftowed on them, beſide a very handſome 
prefent in caſh and jewels, abundance of ſage 
advice, Wich they ſincerely determined to 
purſue, and having received his ſolemn bleſ- 
ſing, they retired in tears. At day break the 
equipage of Sir Auguſtus was at the door, and. 
their brother affectionately embracing them, 


delivered them up to their friendly conductors, 


with whom they immediately commenced 
their long journey, and bid adieu to Marley 
Hall. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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